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Alpha takes off 

At least 5000 people from more than 200 churches in Berkshire, Bucks and 
Oxfordshire, are offering Alpha courses as part of the nationwide Alpha initiative 



H undreds of yellow Alpha balloons were 
released into a clear blue sky and a brass 
band played as the Bishop of Reading and 
actress Wendy Craig, launched Wokingham’s ten 
Alpha courses in the Town Hall Square on 
September 20. The Alpha course is a straightfor- 
ward introduction to Christianity in a relaxed setting, and the 
balloon launch was part of a national initiative to make it 
available to everyone, especially to non-churchgoers. At least 
5000 people in Berkshire, Bucks and Oxfordshire are expected 
to start an Alpha course on September 30. They include a 
group at Reading Young Offenders’ Institute. 

‘What has struck me is the willingness of different denomi- 
nations to work together. It is quite mind blowing,’ says 
Meyrick Bee, the Bucks Alpha Regional Advisor. In Reading for 
instance William Olhausen, C urate of Greyfriars, is working 
with Pete Gray of the King’s Church to co-ordinate 30 local 
courses. Greyfriars are starting their own Alpha with a ban- 
quet in church on September 27, three days after the 
‘multi-media* launch of the ‘The Big I am’, their Youth Alpha 
course for 14 to 18-year olds. In West Berkshire on September 
16, 150 people gathered in a bam at Rushall’s Farm at Bradfleld 
for a meal and to hear the introductory talk ‘Christianity: 
irrelevant, untrue, boring?’. ‘Boring it certainly isn’t. Taking 
parting in an Alpha course inspired a relationship with God 
which has opened up a new and fulfilling life for myself and 
my family,* said Hampstead Norreys lorry driver, Rob Blithe. 

‘It’s easy to see people as evangelism fodder. But friendship 
evangelism like Alpha is motivated by God’s love for us and 
compassion for people who don’t know the Lord’, says William 
Olhausen. To find out about an Alpha course running near 
you ring the Alpha Register on 0171 581 8255. 


||jappuccino and horfte* 
made cake will all be part 


centre 
Woodstock starting on 
September 30.The propri- 
etor, Ray Morris (centre 
above) is also treasurer of 
St Mary Magdalene's " 
Church. Ray, who went on 
the first course himself, is 
pictured with the Rector, 
the Revd Roger 
Humphreys (ffih fro nj|§ 
right), Honorary Curate, 
the Revd Colin Sanders 
(third from left) and 
members of the first two 
Alpha courses. In Thame, 
*Alf% a life-size reproduc- 
tion of the Alpha logo, is 
popping up in unexpected 
places all over town. He has 
been made by church 
members Andrew Harvey, 
Chris Hyde and Robin 
Dlckeson, to advertise the 
ame Valley Team \k\: 
Ministry’s Alpha courses* 

% hgyere being co-ordi- 
nated by Derek 
pictured (right) with AJf. 




All this 
from our 
shop: 

THROWS • LIGHTS 
CUSHIONS • RUGS 
FABRIC MADE-UPS 
ACCESSORIES 


one village 



Sunday: it’s going, going, nearly gone 

New EU legislation which brings us into line with the rest of Europe, 
will mean that for the first time the UK must introduce a law regulat- 
ing hours of work, rest breaks and holidays. However the Working 
Time Directive, which went through parliament when many MPs 
were on holiday, includes a clause which could mean employees 
working 1 2 days in a row.The Directive says that workers must have 
a minimum uninterrupted rest period of 24 hours every week, but 
John Alexander of the Keep Sunday Special Campaign, says these rest 
days could fall at either end of a 14-day period so that some people 
would never be at home at the same time as their spouse or chil- 
dren. There is no protection offered to employees, who, on the 
grounds of conscience and religious practice, are unwilling to work 
on a specific day of the week’, he said.The Working Time Directive 
comes into law on October I but the rules allow 40 days to call for 
its annulment. ‘Without proper parliamentary scrutiny this Directive 
will risk further damage to family life so please write to your MP as 
soon as possible to get the clause removed’, says Paul Persson ofThe 
Spring, a Christian arts centre near Henley, who is a member of the 
founding committee of the Keep Sunday Special Campaign. 
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England’s too green, and rather unpleasant land? 

Who benefits from the development of genetically-modified crops? 


What is happening to ‘England’s 
green and pleasant land*? If you 
believe some of the news reports 
about genetically modified crops, 
scientists, encouraged by 
profit-hungry agro-chemical 
companies, are planting crops in 
our fields which may make them 
a little too green and pleasant. At 
various trial sites around the 
country crop plants are being 
grown which have been geneti- 
cally-modified (GM) to include 
traits such as resistance to cer- 
tain herbicides. Is this a cause for 
enthusiasm or concern? 

Those in favour of these devel- 
opments tell us that this will 
reduce the use of chemicals on 
our crops and permit the efficient 
removal of weeds using specific 
herbicides which will not affect 
the crop or wildlife. This will lead 
to higher yields of the crops and 
eventually to lower prices for the 
foods derived from such crops. It 
is also argued that this kind of 
technology may be of immense 
value in developing countries 
where, for example, drought-resis- 
tant varieties are being developed 
to ensure a reliable food supply. 
Those against these developments 
tell us that they threaten the sur- 
vival of a number of species of 


birds and other wildlife, due to 
the elimination of their food 
plants and habitats. The risk of 
herbicide-resistance being trans- 
ferred to weed plants by 
cross-pollination may be consider- 
able. It is also argued that such 
crop improvements are not neces- 
sary in this country but merely 
line the bulging pockets of the 


In my view 


by Andrew Fox 

agro-chemical companies funding 
such research. 

We should avoid viewing the 
cell nucleus as a ‘holy of holies* 
containing untouchable genes 
and I can see few problems with 
the development of enclosed GM 
crops such as tomatoes. However, 
with field crops, wildlife habitats 
are bound to be affected (as with 
all methods of weed control). 
Cross-pollination is a concern and 
may threaten the livelihood of 
organic farmers whose fields are 
close to GM crop sites. These eco- 
logical consequences of using GM 
crops must be explored thorough- 
ly as part of our responsible 
stewardship of creation. 


The key question for me probes 
beneath these important practical 
issues and asks ‘Why?’ Living in a 
country which seems to have an 
abundant food supply, arguments 
about increasing our productivity 
do not seem to be an adequate 
motivation. However this issue is 
undoubtedly an important one in 
the developing world. The role of 
multi-national companies as 
major sources of finance for many 
areas of scientific research is a 
fact we must accept and in many 
cases welcome. But one GM devel- 
opment causes me to question the 
motivation of its developers. The 
‘Terminator’ technology results in 
plants whose seeds will not germi- 
nate, so that the farmer has to 
buy new seed each year. Who is 
this benefiting? 

The Revd Dr Andrew Fox is the minister 
at Kidlington Methodist Church. He is a 
member of the Methodist Church's nation- 
al working group on genetics which is 
exploring a Christian response to the new 
genetics. He is also the author of Whose 
Life is it Anyway? God, genes and us!, 
a non-technical introduction to the new 
genetics and the theological questions 
raised. It is available from Dr Fox, price 
£1.20 (inc postage). To order a copy tele- 
phone 01865 373958. 



Mother and daughter 
sleep out for homeless 

‘Be prepared’ was the motto of 
Heather Llewellyn, a member of the 
Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility, when she took part in 
last year’s Oxford ‘Sleep-Out’ for 
homeless people. She and her 
daughter Catria (both are pictured 
left) went equipped with cardboard 
boxes, blankets and warm clothing. 

This year's Sleep-Out is on 
November 14 (from about 9pm) in 
St Clement’s Churchyard,and Helen 
and Catria are planning to be there 
again.The Sleep-Out has become a 
regular annual event to raise funds 
for the charities and agencies helping 
the homeless of Oxford. Another 


aim is to raise public awareness of 
the plight of homeless people and 
the extent of the housing problem. 

The Bishop of Oxford is one of 
Sleep-Out% patrons. Its theme this 
year is how homelessness and bad 
housing can affect health and lifeN 
expectancy. ‘It is not only the rough 
sleepers who are affected, though 
they suffer more than most, but also 
families and the elderly in temporary 
or substandard accommodation’ said 
David Belton, Co-ordinator of the 
Oxford Sleep-Out. There is a Mini 
Sleep-Out for young people or you 
can pay £ 1 5 to the Sleep-in Your Own 
Bed scheme. People are also needed 
to help with a street collection on 
Saturday, October 1 7. For details ring 
David Belton on 01869 350405 . 



* Extensive gift shop 
with wide range of 
stock available and p' 
tea room serving 
hot and cold meals. 

Abbey chapel open 
daily between 5am-8pm 
for solitude and 
tranquility 

World famous 
"Prinknash Pottery" and 
viewing gallery 
Opportunity to paint 
your own plate "for 
people of all ages" 

Open 7 days a week 

9.30am-5.00pm 

Tel: (01452) 812066 



* Beautiful park 
with exotic birds 
and animals set in 
r : y impressive grounds 
A • Fped and stroke 
the fallow dear 
• See a collection of 
peacocks, waterfowl, 
pheasants and goats. All 
are tame and feed out of 
your hand. * 

Open Summer lOam-last 
admission 5pm. Winter 
10am- last admission 4pm, 
except Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day, New Year’s 
Day and Good Friday. 

Tel: (01452) 812727 


Situated in Gloucestershire on A46 between 
Stroud & Cheltenham M5 J11A 


Charity: 

CLERGY WIDOWS 
& ORPHANS FUND 
Reference: 

HH/30 1 057 1-1091 0/CD(T) 

The Charity Commission proposes to 
make a Scheme for this charity. 

(A Scheme is a legal document made by 
the Charity Commission to replace, 
amend or add to the trusts of a charity). 
A copy of the draft Scheme can be seen 
at: 

Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey 
Oxford 0X2 ONB 

or a copy can be obtained by 
sending a stamped addressed 
envelope to: 

The Charity Commission 

Woodfield House 

Tangier 

Taunton 

Somerset 

TA1 4BL 

quoting the above reference number. 
Comments or representations on these 
proposals can be made in writing to the 
Charity Commission within one month 
from the date of this notice. 

Date: 25/9/1998 




Blessing Israel and 
Teaching the Church. 
Confused by the News? 
What is going on in Israel? 

Contact CFI for reliable informa- 
tion, fuel for prayer, ways to help Israel practically, a 
specialist annual tour, as well as a host of resources 
- books, audios, videos, music - about Israel and the 
Jewish roots of our faith. 

Christian friends of Israel 

15 Teddington Business Park, Station Road, 
Teddington, Middlesex TW1 1 9BQ 

Tel. 0181 943 0363 Fax. 0181 943 3767 

e-mail <cfiuk@compu$erve.com> 


CBC 


The Christian — 'cAc— 

Broadcasting Council /|\ 
Supporting. Encouraging, 

Sponsoring Christians in Broadcasting and the Media 

% MEDIA AWARDS AND 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

BBC, Wood Norton, Evesham 
30 and 31 October 1998 

Speakers include Dr R T Kendall, Malcolm Matson, Nigel 
Goodwin, The Earl of Powis, John Pantry 
Details and booking form from. 

General Secretary, CBC, Epworth House, Manson Lane, 
Monmouth NP5 3QZ. Tel/Fax: 01600 714135 


» 

The Lost Art of Forgiving is a collection of 
stories showing the healing power of 
forgiveness in the experience of ordinary 
people scarred by crime, betrayal, abuse, 
bigotry and war 

f~p , 

LORRAINE KELLY, TV AND RADIO 
PRESENTER - 
A fascinating book 

sffliii w 

MAIREAD MAGUIRE, NOBEL PEACE 
LAUREATE - 

The book The Lost Art of Forgiving is so 
important, It’s a keyword, that we learn to forgive 
ourselves and forgive each other. 

%**£*&■ f 

MAIL ON SUNDAY - 

Against the background of Christian teaching, 
J. Christoph Arnold explains just how powerful the 
words “forgive me" can be. Plain and nourishing. 


SUNDAY WORLD - 

The Lost Art of Forgiving could heal Ulster’s 
wounds. 

8$ 

- 

PROF. LORD DAVID ALTON - 
This book is a must for everyone. 

I 

Available in every good bookshop, 
price £7.99 

Or direct from Plough, 

ftr 

Free Phone 0800 269 048 

974834844 
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CS Lewis 
competition 

An art and literature 
competition for young 
people to mark the cen- 
tenary of the birth of CS 
Lewis has been organ- 
ised by Holy Trinity 
Church in Headington 
Quarry, Oxford, the 
parish where he lived 
for over 30 years. 

There are two entry cat- 
egories: age 10 and 
under, and age 11-18. 

To enter the art compe- 
tition, entrants must 
draw their favourite 
character from the 
‘World of Narnia’. 
Entrants to the litera- 
ture competition should 
write a story which 
takes place in an imagi- 
nary world. 

All entries should be 
sent to The Vicarage, 

Holy Trinity Church, 
Quarry Road, 

Headington 0X3 8NV 
before November 1, 

1998. All entries should 
be clearly marked with 
the entrant’s name, age 
on November 1st, and 
their school. It is hoped 
that the best work will 
be displayed during the 
centenary week (Nov 23- 
28) when the prizes will 
be awarded. 

^ A series of lectures 
commemorating the 
centenary of CS Lewis 
will take place at 
Regent’s Park College, 
Oxford, for eight weeks 
on Thursdays at 5pm 
starting on Oct 15. The 
lectures are free of 
charge and open to all. 
The first lecture is ‘CS 
Lewis and the Psalms’. 
Details: Andrew Cuneo 
01865 779263. 

Phillip Tovey joins 
General Synod 

The Revd Phillip Tovey, 
team vicar of the Wheatley 
Team Ministry, was elected 
to the General Synod 
House of Clergy on 
September 11. Phillip, cur- 
rently on sabbatical in 
India, will on his return 
also become the Berkshire 
Portfolio Co-ordinator and 
OLM Training Officer in 
the Diocese of Oxford. 



Radio Crow on air in Christ Church Meadow 


Radio Crow was set up in Christ Church Meadow, Oxford during this year’s Historic 
Churches Sponsored Bicycle Ride on September 1 2.The Archdeacon of Oxford, the 
Venerable John Morrison is seen ‘on air’ assisted by Harry Hogg of Greyfriars Church, 
Reading. Harry has organised a radio link in Reading to support the bike ride for 
several years, but, he says, ‘It seemed a good idea to bring the station to the very 
centre of the Oxford Diocese. We have made contact with cyclists signing in at 
churches all over the Diocese and also further away in places like Eastbourne and 
Hartlepool’. Also pictured are (l-r) George Russell, the Oxfordshire bike ride organiser, 
the Revd Richard Thomas, Diocesan Communications Officer, the Revd Paul Goodhall 
of the Oxford Pentecostal Church, representing the World Association of Radio 
Amateurs and Christian Listeners, Clive Berry, radio ham from Long Hanborough, and 
James Hogg (13) who like his father Harry is a keen amateur radio operator. 

Photograph and story: Frank Blackwell 


Wake up to farming crisis, says Bishop 


Part of the tragedy of the agricultural crisis is 
that the public does not believe its depth and 
severity, says the Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Dr Anthony Russell. 

Dr Russell, preparing to deliver harvest festi- 
val services in the coming weeks, says the 
church and the farming community know well 
the traditional stereotypes allocated to them: 
all clergy are vague, wet and wear bicycle clips 
while all farmers pocket vast amounts of public 
money to maintain their Range Rover lifestyle. 

Too often, prayers at harvest festivals revolve 
around thanking God for the beauty of the 
countryside, the freedom enjoyed by animals 
and birds, the flowers in the meadow and the 
clear streams, says Dr Russell, who comes from 
a farming family. 

The congregation is then asked to pray for 
forgiveness for all that has been done to the 
countryside and to condemn almost everything 
that could be called modern agriculture. 

‘Behind such prayers lies the understanding 
that the countryside is in some sense natural 


and that agriculture is an intervention which 
nearly always has dangerous consequences. It is 
clear that the author of these prayers fails to 
understand that the countryside we have inher- 
ited is the result of generations of farming and 
land management’. 

No one should forget the central message of 
harvest festival - giving thanks for food and for 
those who produce it. ‘And particularly we 
should remember in our prayers the farming 
community, facing an uncertain and in many 
cases desperate future,’ says Dr Russell. 

‘The church remains the largest rural organ- 
isation and, through its day-to-day parochial 
ministry, can speak authentically about what is 
happening in the countryside. If people are not 
willing to listen to the farmers themselves, 
other voices must speak about the distress 
which is engulfing many parts of the farming 
community,’ he adds. 

This article by Shelley Wright first appeared in 
Farmers Weekly, 14 September, 1998. 


Diocesan Readers called to be 
‘bridge between world and church' 

Delegates at this year’s Oxford Diocesan Readers 
Association annual conference were told by the 
recently-appointed Warden of Readers, the Revd Bob 
Rhodes, that readers are called to be in the world, to 
pray for the world and to be a bridge between the 
world and the church. Speaking on the conference 
theme ‘Ministry in the Market Place’ Bob Rhodes 
challenged the commonly held view that politics 
and religion don’t mix and deplored the divisive use 
of the word ‘laity’. After a weekend of talks, work- 
shops and Bible study, the three-day conference was 
brought to a close with a Eucharist at which the Rt 
Revd Dominic Walker, Bishop of Reading, presided. 


Haddenham works for Kenyan kids 

A group of people in Haddenham are organising an 
alternative Hallowe’en evening on October 31 to 
raise money for street children in Kenya. Helen 
McGee was so moved by the plight of the children 
she met in Nairobi, that she set up the Tumaini 
Project. ‘I know God has put this on my heart. I 
must try to convey to people here the enormous 
need of those hundreds of homeless children who 
have no parents, no choice, and most of all, no love,’ 
said Helen. The event, from 6-11. 30pm, in 
Haddenham Village Hall, includes entertainment 
for children and adults. Tickets (£5 adults/£l chil- 
dren) are available from 01844 291108. 


The truth about refugees 

Cookham’s Peace and Justice Group has 
invited a Sudanese refugee, Dinah Kojo, 
to speak at a forum on refugees and asy- 
lum-seekers at Holy Trinity Church’s 
parish centre on October 19 at 8pm. 
Other speakers are Nick Hardwick, chief 
executive of the Refugee Council, and 
Richard McKee, tribunal councillor with 
the Immigration Advisory Service. 

In 1996, of the world’s 15 million 
refugees, 28,000 claimed asylum in the 
UK but only 20% gained entry. 

The forum is part of Holy Trinity’s con- 
tinuing programme focusing on the 
world’s most disadvantaged people. To 
register contact the Parish 
Administrator on 01628 529661. 


Revelation Live! 

An ‘interactive* study day on 
Revelation promises to shed 
new light on this much misun- 
derstood book, claims Alan 
Garrow, doctoral student at 
Jesus College, Oxford. 
Revelation was designed to be 
read in six instalments, he says, 
each one providing a commen- 
tary on the Eucharist. 
Revelation Live! will enable peo- 
ple to experience the book as St 
John intended. The event will 
take place at Wycliffe Hall on 
November 14 from 10am-4pm. 
Cost is £15 including lunch. Call 
01865 274200 to book a place 
before November 6. 


Retreat opens in garage 

Two church members from Wootton 
have converted their garage into a 
chapel and opened their garden to visi- 
tors as part of the Quiet Garden scheme. 
Individuals or groups are encouraged to 
make use of the chapel and garden, 
either for quiet contemplation, or for an 
organised celebration. There is no 
charge, but donations help maintain 
the work. Jean Roberts and Joan Leach 
can be contacted on 01865 736217. 


More new clergy 

The Church of England is 
ordaining 15% more new clergy 
than at the same time last year. 
Some 363 ordinands took their 
vows this summer, compared 
with 310 last year, confirming 
an upward trend in the num- 
bers since 1993. There are 
currently 1,274 people in train- 
ing for the ministry. 


news in brief 

The Rt Revd Richard Chartres, Bishop of 
London, will be the celebrant and speaker at 
the Affirming Catholicism (Oxford Area) meet- 
ing on November 9 at Magdalen College, 
Oxford. Bishop Richard will speak on ‘What 
Catholics have to contribute to the future of 
the Church of England*. Details Revd MJ Piret, 
01865 276060/276027. 

Becky Fisher is the new director of the 
Abingdon Christian Training Scheme. Becky 
who is married to Stuart and has two young 
sons, is a member of SS Peter and Paul in 
Appleford. She has taken over from Anne 
Trew who begins ordination training shortly. 

Aylesbury MP Sir Timothy Raison has been 
appointed chairman of the Oxford Diocesan 
Advisory Committee. The committee helps 
parishes maintain church buildings and 
churchyards and liaises with local authorities 
and bodies such as English Heritage. 

The Venerable Dr S Batumalai, Archdeacon of 
Perak in Malaysia, with his wife Elizabeth, 
visited the Benefice of Islip with Charlton- 
on-Otmoor, Oddington, Noke and Woodeaton, 
last month. ‘Batu’ is an old friend of the 
Rector, Dr Richard Sturch. He hoped to raise 
interest in the Malaysian church and in par- 
ticular a proposed centre at Ipoh, capital of 
Perak, for the mentally handicapped. 

Nearly one in three of the people contacting 
Cruse Bereavement Care have lost a parent, so 
the organisation has chosen ‘After a Parent 
Dies’ as the theme of its annual Bereavement 
Awareness Week, October 3-10. Full details 
from John Dilley on 0181 940 4818. 

Tim Sandford, Tom Clark and Terry Payne are 
three of five composers from this Diocese 
who will be performing their work at a 
Choral Evensong involving eight local choirs 
in Dorchester Abbey on October 18 at 6pm. 

A service of thanksgiving for the life of Colin 
Pedley, who died on July 8, 1998, will take 
place in Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford at 
3pm on October 31. Colin retired from Oxford 
Brookes University in 1996 and was chairman 
of the Oxford Diocesan Board of Education 
from 1991-1996. 

Maids Moreton Church near Buckingham is 
holding a healing event on St Luke’s Day, 
October 18 from 6pm. The service will be led 
by the Revd Hugh and Mrs Hilary Kent. All 
are welcome. Details 01280 813246. 

There will be a Festival Eucharist to mark the 
retirement of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet at Bristol 
Cathedral on October 10 at 12 noon. 


Thames Valley Copiers 

THE COMPLY 
PHOTOCOPIER DEALER 


nashuatec 

infotec 

/ Olivetti 
SELEX 

Canon 


AUTHORISED 

DEALER 




•PLAIN PAPER 'FULL COLOUR 
& DIGITAL COPIERS 

♦SALfS* LEASE* RENTAL 

(Written details on request) 

•NEW* RECONDITIONED 
• QUALITY SERVICE • SUPPLIES 

• TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE* 

• MAJOR ACCOUNT TERMS* 

PHONE NOW FOR FREPROFESSIONAt 
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N YOUR AREA 
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0IM5 73MM 

FAX 01865 736607 


REPROGRAPHIC HOUSE 

53, BESSflSIBGH ROAD, 
WOOTTON, 

NR ABINGDON, 
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Vocation for ethnic minorities 

Mike Butterworth introduces a new SAOMC initiative 


T he St Albans and Oxford Ministry Course 
has just over 140 students, mostly 
Anglicans and mostly training for ordina- 
tion. But there are NO minority ethnic people 
among them. We would like to know why not 
and wonder if you can help us. 

This, I believe, is a serious situation because, 
it seems highly unlikely that God is not calling 
minority ethnic people to be ordained in the 
Church, of which a significant 
part is made up of people from 
this background. Secondly, we 
do not, at present, have a prop- 
er cross-section of the whole 
Church. Of course, many stu- 
dents interact with minority ethnic people, but 
not all. Learning together is an effective way of 
coming to a profound understanding of people 
who have different cultural backgrounds and 
experience. I believe we are deprived of an 
important area of rich experience at present. 

Finally, people of different cultures have dif- 
ferent insights and may enrich one another in 
many ways. People with a perspective different 
from one’s own and who has become a respect- 
ed friend, will be able to challenge one’s 
suppositions and ways of thinking in a way that 
can lead to a new way of thinking. It is not just a 
case of taking on board a bit more knowledge. 
We are therefore proposing to hold a SAOMC 


Teaching Consultation for Minority Ethnic 
Christians on Saturday February 6, 1999 from 
10am to 4pm. 

We hope that this will achieve two main 
aims: 1. Provide an opportunity to see what 
SAOMC is doing at present; what sort of training 
is offered to those called to ordained ministry. 
Steve Moyise, Jan Collings and I will be teaching 
on the Bible and ministry. 

2. Help us to find out from 
you how minority ethnic com- 
munities are thinking about 
Christian ministry at present: 
are there barriers in the way of 
their recognising and respond- 
ing to a call from God? 

3. Discover together what God is saying - or 
might be saying - to our Christian minority eth- 
nic communities about ordination. 

Of course it might be the case that God is not 
calling anyone at all in the five counties which 
are our catchment area. But I very much doubt 
it. If you would be interested in attending such a 
Teaching Consultation in which we learn about 
you and you would learn about us, please write 
to: 

The Revd Dr Mike Butterworth, Principal, St 
Albans and Oxford Ministry Course, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 
ONB. Or telephone Gill Pratley on 01865 208260. 


‘It is highly unlikely that God is 
not calling minority ethnic 
people to be ordained in the 
Church’ 


Clergy and lay appointments 


Revd Dilly Baker, Team Vicar, Stantonbury and Willen 
(part-time) to be Team Vicar Stantonbury and Willen (full- 
time); Revd Chris Baker, Director of Christian Training, 
Milton Keynes (part-time) to be a PhD student (full-time); 
Revd Valerie Bonham. NSM Speen St Mary, Newbury 
Team to be Stipendiary Curate, Holy Trinity, Cookham; 
Revd Ron Bundock, NSM Buckingham, to be Curate-in- 
Charge (NSM) Stowe Parish. Revd Adam Carlill, Curate 
Uckfield to be Vicar, St George’s, Tylehurst, Reading; 
Revd David Collin, NSM in Ghent in the Diocese of 
Europe, to be NSM Assistant Curate, Sonning; Revd 
Canon Martin Coombs Dorchester-on-Thames Team 
Vicar to retire; Revd Canon Eric Essery, Vicar, Christ 
Church, Reading to retire; Revd David Fletcher, Rector 
of St Ebbe’s, Holy Trinity and St Peter’s, Oxford to retire; 
Sister Nikki Foster-Kruczek (CA) evangelist in training, 
Sheffield, to be Church Planter, Watling Valley, Milton 
Keynes; Revd Alan Green, Chaplain, Worcester College 
and Assistant Curate, St Giles and SS Philip and James w. 
St Margaret, to be Team Rector of St John’s, Bethnal 
Green; Revd Frank Hillebrand to be Rector of the 
Wycombe Team ministry; Revd Evelyn Houghton, NSM 
Assistant Curate St John and St Leonard’s, Bedford to be 
Curate, St Paul w. St Agnes, Reading; Revd David Jackson, 
Assistant Curate, St Andrew’s. Oxford to be a Team Vicar 
in the Thame Valley Team Ministry. Revd David Jasper, 
NSM, St Matthew’s, Reading to become Stipendiary 


Curate; Revd Caroline King, NSM Assistant Curate, 
Wheatley Team Ministry, to become stipendiary. Revd 
Nelva Moss, NSM Langtree Team, to be Team Vicar, 
Woodcote. Revd Owen Murphy, Assistant Curate St 
Michael & All Angels, Watford to become Priest-in-Charge, 
St Mary’s, Shinfield; Revd Ros Parrett, Priest-in-Charge, 
Owlsmoor St George, to be Vicar, Owlsmoor. Revd Peter 
Poole, Rector, Chalfont St Giles to retire; Revd John 
Ratings, Vicar of Wargrave and Rural Dean of Sonning, 
has resigned as Rural Dean and continues as Vicar of 
Wargrave. Revd Christopher Seaman, NSM, Icknield 
Benefice, leaving Oct 4. Revd Colin Scott-Thomas, Vicar 
of Chieveley w. Winterbourne and Oare to resign as Rural 
Dean of Newbury; Revd Vernon Smith. NSM Leighton 
Buzzard to become NSM Curate, St Mary’s, Speen; Revd 
Susan Smith, half stipend curate, Burnham, to be full 
stipend curate, Burnham. Revd Tina Stirling, Senior 
Curate, Thame Valley Team Ministry to become Priest-in- 
Charge, Brill, Boarstall, Chilton and Dorton; Revd 
Jonathan Sewell, locum chaplain to Tenerife South in 
the Diocese of Europe, to be Priest-in-Charge, St Mary’s, 
Headington, Oxford. Revd Phillip Tovey, Team Vicar, 
Wheatley Team Ministry to be Berkshire Portfolio Coordi- 
nator and OLM Training Officer; Revd Brian Weaver, 
Rector of Nettlebed w, Bix and Highmore to retire. Revd 
Alan Wilson, Rector of Sandhurst St Michael, to be also 
Rural Dean of Sonning. 


Modern-day pilgrim wows church schools 


The Revd Derek Spears, vicar 
of Earley St Peter in Reading, 
describes his five-day motor- 
bike pilgrimage 

‘St Peter’s School (Aided) Earley, 
celebrated its 150th anniver- 
sary this year 
and in one of 
those mad 
moments one 
lives to regret, I 
‘volunteered* to 
make a spon- 
sored motorbike 
ride to all the 
church primary 
schools in the 
Berkshire 
Archdeaconry 
to carry birth- 
day greetings 
from St Peter’s and to raise 
funds: foF four new classrooms. 

I carried a certificate of good 
wishes from St Peter’s School 
as well as a letter of greeting 
from Bishop Dominic to make 
sure I was not mistaken for a 


mendicant or vagrant, but ir 
fact most schools thought I wa< 
a motorbike courier! I was verj 
grateful for the warm welcome 
I received in so many schools 
although actually finding all o: 
them, especially in the pouring 
rain, was noi 
easy. Purely b} 
chance I arrivec 
at Uffingtor 
School in the 
middle of ar 
assembly on pil 
grimage where 
I was intro 
duced as 1 
modern-day pil 
grim! It was 1 
joy to visit al 
these schools 
With this came 
the realisation that our churcl 
schools are indeed a valuec 
part of our church family anc 
witness in the Diocese. I wai 
privileged to play a small par 
in sharing in and affirming 
that family life.* 



Jo Warwick 1919-1998 

Jo was known to many in the Dio 3ese for his leadership of the 
Parish Share assessment team - a team which involved a huge 
amount of time and to which he brought a lifetime’s experience in 
finance, endless patience, and loving firmness. No parish was let 
off the hook, because Jo knew all about Christian giving and could 
talk about stewardship of money with authority. He was personally 
committed to sacrificial giving and in commending it to others it 
was evident that he spoke as a devoted disciple. 

Jo was born and brought up in the Diocese, attending Windsor 
Boys School and entering a career in banking. He retired as a 
senior manager from the National Westminster Bank in 1978, 
regretting the changes the industry was going through. After 
major surgery for bowel cancer, he made a wonderful recovery and 
for 20 years gave unstinting service in parish, deanery and Diocese. 
He was a member of the Diocesan Synod from the inception of syn- 
odical government until this year, served on the Bishop’s Council, 
and as churchwarden of Datchet for two separate spells. ^ 

The public knew little of Jo’s other interests - the crossword enthu- 
siast, the skilled woodworker, the gardener, the keen fisherman 
and the baker of excellent bread. How appropriate that loaves and 
fishes should feature in the private life of such a disciple! 

Jo died on June 1, having fought courageously against a return of 
cancer in recent years. He is greatly missed by Angela and his two 
daughters, but also by a host of friends and colleagues whose lives 
have been enriched by all he shared with them. 

+Johr 

The Rt Revd John Bone is the former Bishop of Reading 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, 
Biography, Children’s Stories, 
Poems, Fiction and First 
Books. 

AVON BOOKS (W) 

1 Dovedale Studios 
465 Battersea, Park Road 
London SW11 4LR 


NORTHERN CYPRUS 

Kyrenia seafront. Luxury apartment. 
Private and peaceful. 

Ideal late holiday or long let. 

Tel: 01371 820465 


AMAZING FREE OFFER I Turtle Direct Trapper Mats 




WhatelyHall 

The Whately Hall, Banbury 

01295 263 451 

Forte Heritage 16th Century Hotel located in the 
centre of Banbury. 

The oak panelled restaurant with freshly laundered linen is 
open for non-residents throughout December for all your 
personal requirements. 

We have a series of menuls produced with you in mind. 
Monday-Friday three course luncheon only £12.95 
with crackers. 

Sunday lunches through December at £15.9$ includes three 
course traditional choice menu with crackers, visit from 
Santa for children and pianist playing. 

If you remember the Dinner Dances of old, we have a 
Black Tie Dinner Dance on 22nd December. 

If you are looking for something livelier our Christmas 
Party Nights are happening throughout December, not to 
mention the Christmas Day Lunches being served as well. 

For further details on any of the above please do 
not hesitate to contact Liz or Marian on 

01295 263 451 



THE LAMPET ARMS 

TADMARTON 

HOME COOKED 
o SUNDAY LUNCH 0 
Only £5.95 

INCLUDING A CHOICE OF HOME 
MADE DESSERTS 

FINE WINES AND SEVEN CASK ALES 


Tel. 01 295 780260 



MARLOW ANTIQUE CENTRE 

35 Station Road, Marlow, Bucks 
2,700 sq ft of Antiques 

~ 01628 473223 ~ 

Open 7 Days A Week 

BROWSERS WELCOME 
HOUSE CLEARANCE SPECIALISTS 


' , •. ,x.;. 


CCTV Now In Stock *3, 

Home fit security camera systems 



from £69.99 + VAT 

Call now on 

01782 768581 


Mail order - Open 7 days 7.CX)am-9.00pm 

Knypersley Electrical Supplies 

Victoria Road, Fenton 



PORTRAITURE 


People, Houses or Animals, 

I work from photographs & in 
watercolours. Please call to discuss 
prices or for more details. 

01295 780234 
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testimony for st luke’s tide . 5 


The way of the cross 


j 'w'burst into a room at my Baptist Sunday School only 

I to be stopped in my tracks. The teacher was kneeling 

Xdown praying. I was only five but in those few sec- 
onds I realised what she was doing was very important. So 
when she asked us to invite Jesus into our hearts, I did and 
God has been in the centre of my life ever since. 

I was a rebel and always seemed to be getting into 
scrapes. But Jesus was my life-line through some very diffi- 
cult times when my mother was ill and though I rebelled 
against him through my teens, the idea of being a mission 
doctor always stayed with me. 

Most of my father’s family didn’t want me to be a doc- 
tor. They thought it was too big an idea and my 
teachers used to say ‘you have to have four A lev- 
els and only bright people get four A levels’. But 
God opened up the way for me. I just about got 
the A levels and was offered a place at the Royal 
Free Hospital in London. I met John just before I 
started at a Universities Mission to Central 
Africa summer school. Six months later he 
went out to teach in Malawi and in 1968 after I 
had qualified, we were married and I joined 
him. 

I worked in a USPG mission hospital. There 
was only one doctor for 40,000 people and 
things were very basic. We visited clinics in the 
bush and when the generator broke down John 
held the torch for operations. 

‘Get on your knees and start praying’ 

I always felt rather inadequate as a missionary 
and I didn’t really believe in miracles. When my 
daughter Emily’s godmother was dying from 
severe septicaemia, I was asked to look after her 
for her last hours. As I walked two miles to the 
hospital I had a strong feeling she could get better. She 
was ashen grey but it was as if a voice said ‘Lay your hands 
on her’. Only one arm was free of tubes so I put my hand 
there and she opened her eyes and whispered ‘Ndikufa?’ 
which means ‘Am I dying?’ I said ‘Lord what do I say?’ and 
he gave me the words to tell her in her own language that 
if God wanted to heal her he would. She gave me the most 
beautiful smile and went into a calm sleep. Her family and 
friends were wailing outside and I shouted at them to get 
on their knees and start praying Within three months she 
was completely better. 

John had a detached retina and we had to come back to 
England to save his sight. We arrived with only the clothes 
we stood up in and spent three months at a house for mis- 
sionaries in Hampshire. Then we read about the Society of 
the Sacred Mission in Milton Keynes. Having lived on a 
mission station we didn’t really want to join another com- 
munity. But we came to meet the people here, the kiddies 
loved it and the community agreed we could join them. 

We lived in a bungalow and John got a temporary job 
teaching. Each time we had any changes in the offing we 
got together as a family to pray specifically. So when 
John’s job finished we prayed about it and an opening 
came for me to do scnool medicals and baby clinics. In 
Malawi I once had dream in which I was flying through 

Photograph: Frank Blackwell. Interview: Christine Zwart 


the air and homing in on a square building with scaffold- 
ing on it and a battleground all round it. We had been 
back in England three years and we were really struggling 
as a family and missing Malawi. As a school doctor my 
office was in the new hospital that was still being built. 
And as I came over the brow of the hill I saw the outline of 
the building I had seen in my dream and I knew from 
then on this was where God wanted us. And it has been a 
battleground. 

Every year I had bad flu and at the end of the winter of 
1986 I was exhausted. My doctor diagnosed depression 
because I had a history of depression but when two years 


later Emily was ill in the middle of her A levels, a specialist 
diagnosed ME. I said I had exactly the same symptoms and 
she queried the depression I had been labelled with. 

For some years patients had been asking me, now a GP, 
if they could go to a Christian healing home. I had heard 
of Burrswood in Kent but I was longing to find one nearer 
to Milton Keynes. Then in 1988 at an Acorn Christian 
Healing Trust weekend at Burrswood two visions came to 
me - one for the healing ministry in our church, and 
another for a healing home in Milton Keynes. 

A vision for a Christian Healing Centre 

I fought against it but the vision just became stronger. 
Then our church started healing services and I began to 
make notes of those churches that were starting the heal- 
ing ministry and of Christians in the medical services. 
Eventually in about 1992, 1 realised that if the Lord was 
really serious about it, I needed to meet up with an admin- 
istrator who knew about nursing homes. 

The last Sunday I managed to walk over to church a 
woman came up to me and said ‘Linda don’t you think it’s 
time to give up general practice. Maybe God’s got some- 
thing else for you to do’. I was the breadwinner and I loved 
general practice but when she got it out of me that I had 
this vision for a Christian healing centre in Milton Keynes, 
she was overjoyed. She was a GP practice manager and 


before that had been an administrator connected with reg- 
istration of nursing homes. 

The ME had been properly diagnosed by then and I was 
forced to retire through ill health. A friend, who had 
helped me cope with the loss of my job, said ‘I don’t think 
God is going to leave you doing nothing Linda’ and so I 
shared the vision with her. ‘Share your vision’, she said. So 
she and the administrator and myself got together. 

Burrswood, Crowhurst and Harnhill were the nearest 
Christian healing homes and I started going to them as a 
patient and gained a lot for myself and also different 
insights for our vision. Our vicar put me in touch with the 
then Milton Keynes Ecumenical Moderator, Hugh Cross 
who introduced the vision to the local churches in the MK 
Christian Council. About 80 people came to an open meet- 
ing, a steering committee was formed and in 1995 
Harmony House was registered as a charity (1995). Healing 
is about harmony of body, mind and spirit. The idea was to 
work towards a short-stay healing centre in this area 
where people could receive whole person care. 

I’ve always had a caring role - as a child when I had to 
help my mother and as a doctor, so to ask for help for 
myself was extremely difficult. But when five years ago my 
youngest daughter refused to go to university because she 
was so worried, everyone ganged up on me and I promised 
to record my progress and to ask for help. 

Once I got really angry with God. I know He heals. I 
have seen it for myself but I wasn’t getting better and I 
wasn’t becoming a better person. Then one of the Harmony 
House supporters said that she felt that God wanted her to 
talk to me about my diet and a missionary friend, who ran 
a clinic for chronic fatigue syndrome went through all the 
the things that can contribute to the illness. I have gradu- 
ally worked through them and am now on a programme 
for recovery from the national ME centre at Romford. 

I love people and getting out and it’s a miracle that I 
have survived six years of being mostly housebound. Now 
it seems to me that Gods wants me to be still and wait on 
Him. He has sent people to visit, to bring communion, to 
bake corn bread, to run the dog and to set up a trough 
with herbs in so that I could do a bit of gardening. And 
John still loves me. So I do know that God loves me, that 
he is still in the centre of my life. I struggle but he doesn’t 
give up on me. } 


Linda Davis was bom in Sheppey in Kent. She was educated 
at Sittingboume Grammar School and trained as a doctor at 
the Royal Free Hospital in London. In 1 968 she married John 
and joined him in Malawi, working first in a USPG mission 
hospital and then to develop a life-saving chart scheme for 
women in labour. In 1 978 they returned to England with their 
three children and joined the Society of the Sacred Mission 
Priory in Milton Keynes, one of the few religious communi- 
ties to admit families. Linda worked first in schools and baby 
clinics and then in 1983 became a GP in Central Milton 
Keynes until in 1 993, ME forced her to retire. She is an oblate 
of St Mary’s Abbey, West Mailing, an apostolate member of 
the Acom Healing Trust and a trustee of Harmony House 
Christian Healing Centre.The trustees, who include the Revd 
Murdoch MacKenzie, Ecumenical Moderator of Milton 
Keynes, are currently considering options for turning their 
vision for a Christian healing centre into a reality. Harmony 
House also encourages churches and the caring professions 
to learn more about Christian healing and has a prayer team. 
To know more about Harmony House contact Dr Linda 
Davis at South Lodge, Newport Road, Widen, Milton Keynes 
MKI5 9AA. See The DoorPOst for details of a service cele- 
brating 50 years of the NHS at the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone on October 1 8. 



God in the life of Dr Linda Davis 


1 “Share your bread with the hungry 
1 and shelter the homeless poor" 

ISAIAH 5 8:6-7 

IHhI 

PLEASE BE A 
FRIEND TO 

HOMELESS PEOPLE 



Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

Please pray for our work and help 
with a donation so this work can 
grow. Please give your support, 
now, by returning the coupon to: 
FRIENDS DEPARTMENT, CHURCH 
HOUSING TRUST, SUTHERLAND 
HOUSE, 70-78 WEST HENDON 
BROADWAY, LONDON NW9 7BT. 

l” I would like to become a Friend to Homeless People’. 

□ Please accept my donation of £ V 

□ Please send me details of your work j 

j Name and Title I 

I Address 1 I 


I Postcode I 

j_BE AjjjSSElO HOMELESS PEOPLE j 


SUPPORT 



Reg. Charity No. 802801 




hat could you and Carnegie 
HaU have in common ? 

... The grand \ glorious sound 
a Rodgers organ ! 

Fat forty years, Rodgers h; 
perfecting the art of 
world’s finest organs fc 
**|sdu)ols churches, 

* synagogues and 
coocert halls, f 
Rodgers’ sound i$ 
Simply the best. I 
n tlmWiixy I 
Rodgers has 
been the house 
organ at 1 1 f 
Carnegie Hall 
since 1974? j 
An instrument 
meeting the f 
f same exacting < j 
demands of Carnegie Hall ; J 
could be leading your choir and there is 
a Rodgers organ available in a price | 
range to fit most budgets. 

FREE DEMONSTRATION CD 

I'm further information and your 
I'RUL CD contact: 

Roland UK Ltd. Atlantic Close, Swansea 
Enterprise Park, Swansea SA7 9FJ ROUTtF R S 
TeL 01792 515033 Fan 01792 799644 
wuwroUuuLco.uk/rodgers.btm a Member a a* Row c«>up 


TWO ORGANISTS 

(both ex-Oxbridge Organ Scholars) 

Available to play for Sunday evening services, 
funerals and weddings. 

We are Oxford-based, 

* but are very willing to travel. 

We can also provide a group of singers 
for a small fee. 

Festival evensong or other occasion 
coming up, but no organist or choir? 

We can help. 

Call Peter on (01865) 510566 
Fax (01865) 311476 or email: 
peter@acprom.demon.co.uk. 


All Saints Church 

Bisham 

requires 

ORGANIST 

for weekly sung 
communion Rite-B and 
monthly evensong. 
Weekly practice for 
keen adult choir. 
Applications to 
The Vicarage, 18 Oak Tree 
Road, Marlow, Bucks SL7 3EE 

01628 483197 


VESTMENT 

SALE/EXHIBITION 

of quality 
Antique/ New 
Vestments & Other 
Ecclesiastical Items 

FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER 10am 
to 6pm 

SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 
10am to 4pmSt John's Upper 
Hall Polish Centre, Ravenna 
Road, Putney, London SW15 
6AW 

All welcome 

Further details/ lists available 
only from: Richard Luzar 
7 Lavender Dose, 
Aylesbury. Bucks HP21 6YY 
Tsl: 01296 482406 


Nicholas Bates 

SOLICITOR 
for your 

Conveyancing, Wills, Legal Aid Work, 
Family Law and Criminal Law 
56 Southern Road, Basingstoke RG21 3EA 
Tel: 01256 331278 Fax: 01256 331366 
Emergency: 01256 462285 
DX: Basingstoke 3015 



SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
17th & 18th OCTOBER, 1998 

OPEN 10.00am-5.00pm EACH DAY 
ADULT £4.50. CHILD £2.25. FAMILY £12.00 
A CELEBRATION OF APPLES & ORCHARDS 
Apple identification - over 200 varieties on show. Apple 
Cookery - historical and modem including Sophie Grigson - 
phone for details. Ciders, juices and fruit wines to try and to buy. 

The Apple Market - baskets full of unusual English apples to 
buy. Apple trees, specialist nurseries, W.l. produce & preserves. 

Local food producers, quality arts & crafts, stalls galore. 
Toffee apples. Scrumptious Eats, a very special day out for all. 
SULGRAVE MANOR, SULGRAVE, 

NR BANBURY, OXON (Tel: 01295 760205) 

The home of George Washington's ancestors. 

Sulgrave Manor is just 7 miles from junction 1 1 of the M40 

1 ^ 
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A Question of Caring 



ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


Kraqtton Jtrfii Nursing Bmnr 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor providing total nursing care in comfortable 
surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • En suite facilities available 
• Long or short stay • Lift to first floor • Full central heating 
• Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (01844) 351766 
36 Lower IcknleJd Way, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4EB 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzhe Liter's disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

^jdkBDlNGTQN Near Banbury 

.9S&USB Oxon 0X17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 


37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.3<)am TO 4.00pm. Tel: 01793 701313 
514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB) SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 




For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors 





and around the home 


WALKING AIDS 


STAIRLIFT 


BATHLIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 
LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


Find comfort and care at Rush Court 

We set out to create a warm, friendly and dignified atmosphere at Rush 
Court, our newly extended and renovated home in Wallingford. Nursing 
and residential care are provided on a long or short term basis. Our highly 
trained staff seek to offer the best possible care and the 50 beautifully 
furnished rooms are complete with en suite facilities. 

DGAA I Iomelife provides accommodation for men and women from 
, professional backgrounds, irrespective of their ability to pay fees. At 
' Rush Court you will find a home for life. 

For more information please call Mrs Mary Abbis, 
Matron/Manager on 01491 837223 or write to 
Rush Court Nursing and Residential Home, 
^ Shillingford Road, Wallingford, 


DIG 



Oxon 0X10 8LL. 

Home, Residential and Nursing Care for Life 

The Distressed Gentlefolk’s Aid Association. 
Registered Chanty No. 207812 
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Retiring Gracefully 


EVERYONE hopes 
to enjoy the 
rewards of their 
working life during 
a long and fulfilling 
retirement, but 
nowadays this is 
becoming 
increasingly 
unlikely unless you 
begin planning at 
an early stage. 

Recent and impending 
developments suggest 
you might have to 
increase the overall 
amount of your 
contributions if you can: 

♦ from 6 April 1997, 
pensions resulting from 
employees' and 

employers' 
contributions in respect 


of service on or after 
that date must increase 
by either 5% or by the 
rate of inflation, if 
higher. 

♦ The withdrawal of tax 
credits from 2 July 1997 
has resulted in a 
reduction in the value of 
many pension funds. 

♦ If the UK eventually 
joins EMU, our interest 
rates will fall into line 
with the considerably 
lower rates on the 
continent, which will 
impact on the value of 
pensions and annuities. 

For anyone planning 
to retire soon, this year's 
Budget created another 
trap. Capital gains tax 
retirement relief is to be 
phased out over four 


SPECIALIST FRUIT USE CATALOGUE 

1998/99 Catalogue ready, FREE 

Special offers on Apples. 

Also Gooseberries, Plum, Soft Fruit, Hops and Grapes 

Deacons Nursery 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
Tel: 01983 840750 or Fax: 01983 523575 (24 hrs) j 


' HAVE YOU MADE 
YOUR WILL YET? 

We offer a professional will service by 
post for 

£25 single or £45 joint 
inclusive of VAT 

Send or ring for FREE information pack 

RJ>. Edwards Morgan & Janies 

SOLICITORS 

21 Mansel Street, Swansea SA1 5SG 

v 0800 052 120 > 


Retirement 
Planning 
Made Easy! 

For truly independent advice on 
pensions or any form of investment, 
please call David Madeley on 01494 
523254 to arrange your free initial 
consultation. 

Seymour Taylor 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 
57 London Road, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP1 1 IBS 
www.seymour-taylor.co.uk 


Registered to carry on audit work and authorised to carry on 
investment business hy the Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in England and Wales. 


years from 6 April 1999, 
to be replaced by taper 
relief phased in over ten 
years from 6 April, 
1998. This means that 
business owners retiring 
in the next few years 
could lose out 
considerably. 

Your retirement 
planning also needs to 
take account of your: 

♦ Exit strategy - how 
will you pass on your 
business? 

♦ Investment planning - 
how does your 
retirement plan dovetail 
with your other savings 
and investments? 

♦ Estate planning - how 
can you minimise or 
eliminate the slice of 
your retirement cake the 


Revenue will take? 

♦ Annuity planning 
Specialist advice is vil 
as you approai 
retirement to determii 
what type of annuity 
purchase, and when 
purchase it. 

All these aspects net 
to be examined togeth 
so that you can deiv: 
an overall plan to me 
your personal, famil 
and business objective 
We have the expertise I 
help you with th 
planning. Why not giv 
us a call? 

Seymour Taylo 
Chartered Accountant: 
57 London Road, Hig 
Wycombe, Bucks. HP1 
IBS, Tel: (01494 

523254, Fax: (01494 



PST 1983 


CARERS and 
HOMEMAKERS 
WANTED in 
Oxfordshire 


for the elderly and disabled in the community. 
Paid holiday and training given 
For details of pay, ring: 

01865 248999 
01993 700050 
01793 618264 
01235 817515 
01635 49990 



Merton House Hotel. Del No 01989 563252 

Edde Cross Street, Ross-on-Wye HR9 7BZ 
WE ABE NOW ACCEPTING BOOKINGS 
FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON 

Try our 5 day Festive Bonanza Break from Mon 30th Nov 
to Fri 4th Dec at £125.00 per person. 

Includes Door to Door Transport. Traditional Festive Fayre. 
Visit from Father Christmas. Trips out and Evening 
Entertainment. 

QB 

Have a Party Day Out 1 0am-5pm. Meet Father Christmas. 
Groups and Parties from 8 to 50. Includes transport from 
a central point. 

Morning Coffee * Christmas Lunch - Entertainment - 
Tea and Mince Pies. 

PRICE ON APPLICATION 
FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE 

Ihg.re.are stm a fe w places rema ining on qu r 
3-day bre ak 

14 - 15 - 16 Oct 98 at £75.00 per person 
(including transport) 



IF YOU'RE BLIND 
A RADIO MEANS 


THE 






Since 1928, the British Wireless for the Blind Fund has provided nearly 750,000 
radios to UK-registered blind people in need. A specially adapted set costs just 
£50, yet it brings a lifetime of companionship to someone who is blind and lonely. 
Many blind people are still in need, please help with a donation to the: 

BRITISH WIRELESS FOR THE BLIND FUND 

Department WP1, FREEPOST, Chatham, Kent ME4 4BR 

Telephone: 01634 832501 Fax 01634 817485 E-Mail: Lin@blind.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 211849 


PLEASE MAKE OUR 70th ANNIVERSARY YEAR BY MAKING A DONATION TODAY 


I would like to help make blindness less lonely. I enclose a donation of: 
£ 1 00 □ £50 □ Enables us to provide a radio cassette recorder 

£25 Q £ 1 0 Q Other £ Signature: 

Please charge my Debit/Credit card 


n 


Expiry date 


/ 


Name . 


Address _ 


Postcode _ 
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Looking into the faces of new-found friends 

Writing as President of the Lambeth Conference, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, asked for this pastoral letter, which 
is addressed to the clergy and people of the Anglican Communion, to be read in all our churches on September 27, 1 998. 



My dear Sisters and Brothers 

Just a few days ago the 13th Lambeth 
Conference, which brought together 750 
Bishops and 650 spouses from the 37 
Provinces of the Anglican Communion, 
ended. Thanks to the prayers of many, 
and the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
midst, the vast majority of those pre- 
sent agreed that it had been very 
worthwhile, with much blessing result- 
ing from our common worship, study 
and dialogue - blessings which, I know, 
were experienced as much in the 
Spouses’ Programme as in the Bishops’ 
Conference. 

At the heart of our Conference was our 
daily Bible study, in small groups, of Paul’s 
Second Letter to the Corinthians, which we 
looked at under the title Leadership under 
Pressure - something which all of us could, 
I think, readily identify with. As we did so, I 
was struck by St Paul’s emphasis on ‘faces’: 
The glory on Moses’ face after he had met 
with God (3:12); the transforming glory on 
our faces when we turn to God (3:18) and 
then in 4:6, that wonderful passage where 
Paul speaks of the light which has shone in 
our hearts ‘to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ’. 

And we have been transformed by being 
together over these three weeks. We have 
seen one another’s faces. People who we 
might only have heard about in the past 
are now people we know as friends, whose 
faces are known to us. And many of us will 
never be the same again because we have 
been enriched by the stories those people 
have shared with us, of leadership under 
pressure, and of the goodness of God some- 


times in the context of great hardship, 
poverty and persecution or, elsewhere, of 
secularity and indifference. How could any 
of us forget the Bishop of Kitgum’s simple 
but moving account of the death of his 
beloved wife, Winifred, blown up by a land- 
mine? And who was not challenged by his 
courage in maintaining a faithful witness 
in an area where terrorists regularly abduct 
children and take them away to train them 
as killers? Such an account is a vivid 
reminder of the context in which some of 
our brothers and sisters work as bishops 
and Christians. 

In listening to each other and sharing com- 
mon concerns we have also seen the face of 
the world in its agony and confusions. We 
have taken time together to study carefully 
some of the profound and perplexing prob- 
lems which the Provinces had requested for 
our agenda. Some of these problems press 
hard only on some parts of our 
Communion but they must be of concern 
to us all as members of one family. The bur- 
den of international debt; the changing 
pattern of inter-faith relations; the making 
of moral decisions in an increasingly rela- 
tivistic climate; the need as a Church to 
bring peace and reconciliation in those 
parts of the world threatened by civil strife; 
the impact of technology on us all - all 
these were looked at in depth and our 
Report and Resolutions reflect that fact. 
What is more, we believe we made consid- 
erable progress in addressing these issues 
as we listened to each other in the context 
of scripture and the experience of the 
Communion; and the fruit of our discus- 
sions will, I hope, become evident in days 
to come. Of particular significance, I 
believe, is the issue of International Debt, 
and much more will flow from our com- 
mitment to press the moral argument for 
the relief of the burden of unrepayable 
debt. 

But there have been times when ‘face to 
face’ encounter has been difficult and 
potentially divisive. This was particularly 
so with regard to our discussions about 
human sexuality. Prior to the Conference 
no Province had asked for homosexuality to 
figure as a major item on the agenda, but, 
nonetheless, the issue was debated hotly 
and we found that our diversity of theology 
and culture, often a source of blessing, was 
becoming a ‘differing* that could so easily 
have resulted in bitter confrontation. But 
the result of those discussions was a 
Resolution, passed by a huge majority, that 


‘this Conference, in view of the teaching of 
Scripture upholds faithfulness in marriage 
between a man and a woman in lifelong 
union, and believes that abstinence is right 
for those who are not called to marriage’. 

In the same Resolution we also affirmed 
that we would ‘commit ourselves to listen 
to the experience of homosexual persons, 
and we wish to assure them that they are 
loved by God and that all baptised, believ- 
ing and faithful persons, regardless of 
sexual orientation, are full members of the 
Body of Christ*. 

For the vast majority of us involved in that 
debate the friendships that had been estab- 
lished, coupled with a desire to listen to 
each other, enabled us to transcend our dif- 
ferences. Nevertheless, I recognise that for 
some parts of the Church, there was consid- 
erable pain to be endured both in the 
debate itself and its outcome and so the lis- 
tening must go on, not only to Scripture 
but also to one another. 

And the fact of division in the world and 
the Church is surely something that we 
should face up to with courage and faith. 

So much energy goes into maintaining divi- 
sions instead of working for unity. It is my 
strong belief that one of the greatest bene- 
fits of this Conference will be our 
experience as bishops of pursuing a one 
ness of aim in the midst of diversity. That, I 
believe, has strengthened rather than weak- 
ened our Communion. 

But, if we have looked at the 
difficulties facing our 
Churches we have also per- 
ceived the effects in many 
Provinces of the Decade of 
Evangelism that was so won- 
derfully brought to our 
Communion by the last 
Lambeth Conference. We give 
thanks to God for all that has 
been achieved. We affirm 
under God that the Decade of 
Evangelism does not end in 
two years’ time! Rather, the 
201st decade begins then! 

The Millennium will, I 
believe, provide a unique 
opportunity of telling the 
story of Jesus Christ afresh to 
our world. Let every diocese 
aim to present our Lord as 
Saviour and Hope of the 
world and let us all seek to 
bring people to baptism and 
new life in Christ. 


For through this marvellous Conference we 
have begun to see - some of us for the first 
time - the growth and the vigour of the 
Communion. Anglicans are at work among 
the very poor as well as among the most 
privileged. We have thus gained true 
insights into our interdependence as 
Provinces. We know now that we must 
ensure that our structures are more 
accountable; we know that we must find 
new ways of supporting the poorest parts 
of the Communion (often rich in faith and 
joy); we know that we must become a more 
outward looking and serving Communion; 
we know that we must share together our 
resources in training and Biblical scholar- 
ship. 

And strengthened by our fellowship togeth- 
er we return to our dioceses more ready to 
serve that Communion and all its mem- 
bers. Thank you, brothers and sisters, for 
making it possible for us to meet in 
Canterbury, because in meeting here we 
believe we have glimpsed something pre- 
cious of the glory of God in the ‘face of 
Jesus Christ’ and the nature of a serving 
ministry which comes from following him. 
In the words of St Paul, from that letter 
which challenged us so very deeply, we 
salute you from the Lambeth Conference: 
‘Finally, brothers and sisters ... put things 
in order ... agree with one another, live in 
peace and the God of love and peace will be 
with you’. 



Lucie sang for Lambeth bishops 

Thirteen-year old Lude Peers from 
Aston Clinton, a member of the Royal 
School of Church Music’s Southern 
Cathedral Singers, was the only per- 
son from the Oxford Diocese to be 
invited to join a cathedral course in 
Canterbury last August. The high- 
light of her week was to sing for the 
bishops at the Lambeth Conference. 

‘We sang Evensong in the Cathedral 
nearly every day and on the 
Wednesday, the service was broadcast live on BBC Radio 3. 
At the end of the week we went up to the University to sing 
at the closing service of the Lambeth Conference, which 
was held in two sports halls with video links because there 
was nowhere else big enough to hold all the bishops and 
their wives/husbands. It was extremely hot, especially in 
our cassocks. We sang pieces from Australia, Russia, Peru 
and Zimbabwe; the Primate of Australia led the service and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury was the preacher. I feel 
extremely privileged to have been asked to attend such a 
special occasion and to have been able to meet so many 
bishops from all around the world.* 


+ 


British Red Cross 

Oxfordshire Branch 


We urgently require volunteers to help deliver the following services: 

MEDICAL LOAN - Short-term loan of medical equipment, i.e. 
wheelchairs 

TRANSPORT & ESCORT - either as a driver or escort for people 
unable to use public- transport 

THERAPEUTIC CARE • ieam hand, neck and shoulder massage for 
those tense moments 

HOME FROM HOSPITAL - practical and emotional support for 
recently discharged patients 

FIRE VICTIM SUPPORT - practical and emotional support for vic- 
tims of fire and flood 

FIRST AID DUTIES - at public events from the opera to local foot- 
ball 

RED CROSS SHOPS • artistic flair and practical reliability needed 

Many of these services are based around the county with hours to suit 
you. Training and travel expenses provided. 

If you are interested and would like to know more, please contact 
Vicki Randle, Recruitment & Training Manager on 01865 557377 

• Volunteers over 71) years an- required lo undergo an annual assessment. 



til 

hereabouts 


REGISTRY AND SEARCH 

IN) BOX NO 127 
S'lTHJKPORX, SK2 5FF 
Tel/Fax 01625 858556 
DX No. 15113 - Hazel Grove 


Where there is a Will there is a wayl 

Will Whereabouts Registry and Search have launched a 

National Will Register, to register the location of all Wills. 

Why you should use our registration service? 

The people who need to know where your will is may be 
unable to locate it. 

• The people you informed of the location of your will may have 
forgotten because many years have passed since you told 
them 

• If you have made more than one will your last will may not be 
the one that is located and used. 

• Executors and beneficiaries can use our one-step search facili- 
ty to locate the whereabouts of your last registered will. 

• You can be assured that your estate is administered in accor- 
dance with your wishes. 

For friendly advice and efficient service contract Will 

Whereabouts, Registry and Seach 01625 858556 

Registration of a Will: El 5.00 

Search for a Will: £10.00 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, 
Religious Poetry, Children's 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brompton Road, London SW7 3DQ 


REDISCOVER THE PLEASURES 
OF EASY BATHING WITH 
THE 'NEW FREEDOM' BATH 


• WORRY-FREE, 

/ SAFE BATHING 

I • COLOUR MATCH 
ANY BATHROOM 

• 3 SEAT HEIGHTS 

• SUPERBLY CRAFTED 

• NO DISRUPTION - 
FITTED IN A DAY 
BY OUR EXPERTS 

• HYDROTHERAPY 
SPA OPTION 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION FREEPHONE 

0800 783 1912 



18 Ousegate, Selby Y08 4N Tel/Fax 01757 210832 

. Discount Leaflets 

A5 A4 A3 

5.000 ....£20.00 5,000 ....£38.00 5,000 ....£78.00 

10.000 ...£38.00 10,000 ...£72.00 10,000 .. .£152.00 

20.000 ...£70.00 20, 000... £135.00 20,000 .. .£292.00 


Free layout, design, 
artwork and 
typesetting on 
all orders. 


Full range of printing services 
available to include: 

NCR, Memo pads, Envelopes, Labels, 
Business Cards, Menus, Gloss Art 


Circuit Youth 
Development Worker 

Thame and Watlington Methodist Circuit 

Full time appointment for two years 
Committed Christian with youth work 
qualification sought to: 

# EXPLORE the needs of 10-16 year olds 

• ESTABLISH programmes to meet those needs 
ENABLE volunteers to carry on the 
programmes 

Remuneration: JNC Level 2 (points 3-11) 

Two bedroom cottage available in Watlington 

Details and application forms from: 

Rev A. Bryer, 8 St. Leonards Close, 
Watlington, Oxon OX9 5PQ 
Closing date for completed applications: 

1 7th October 

Interviews: Saturday 31st October 


Self Assessment Tax Return a 
Problem? Books in a mess? 

Chartered Accountant offers expert advice. Specialising in 
the preparation of Tax Returns for Individuals. Ministers of 
Religion, Self-Employed, Sole Traders, Partnerships and 
Retired Persons. We offer professional advice with a 
personal touch at realistic rates. Initial consultation free of 
charge. Evening and weekend appointments, plus home 
visits possible. 

Full range of accountancy services also available. 

We look forward to being of service to you. 

Marcus & Company Tel. 01252 321788 



Aim 

KOTOW, 


The annual service of evensong to 
commemorate Frideswide, 

Patron Saint of Oxford, will be held at 

Christ Church on 
Tuesday 20 October at 6.00pm. 

The Dean and Chapter warmly invite 
the public to attend the service, sung 
by the Cathedral choir, supported by 
the Frideswide Ensemble. 
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The Editor 

JflBk Calling all timid evangelists 

It was Ben Kwashi, Bishop of Joss in 
Nigeria, who suggested that the 
bishops take a day out from the 
Lambeth Conference to evangelise 
on the streets of London. No 
wonder that the Church in Nigeria is growing at 
such an astounding rate, as Chris Sugden reports 
on this page. But for people like me the very idea 
of that kind of hands-on-evangelism is quite terri- 
fying and best left to African bishops. 

Oh we discuss evangelism - all the time. We 
hold meetings, arrange conferences, read books, 
pray about evangelism - anything in fact, rather 
than do it. We are like fishermen who talk about 
the weather, repair the nets, even gaze out to sea 
at the shoals of fish, but never quite get around 
to launching the boats. 

However, in a quite remarkable way the spread 
of the Alpha course has brought a quiet revolu- 
tion. Its offer of a straight-forward introduction 
to Christianity combined with good food and an 
open but non-threatening time of discussion, has 
given a practical, relevant tool of evangelism to 
the Church at grassroots level. 

The material is prepared so there is no need to 
worry about what to say.The formula is flexible 
enough to suit churches of all shapes, sizes, 
settings and denominations and, whatever their 
gifts, everyone can get involved whether it’s to 
lead a group, to help with the meal or simply to 
bring along a friend. And the rest can be left to 
the Holy Spirit. For as William Olhausen, a co- 
ordinator of Reading’s Alpha courses says: ‘You 
lay on the course, prepare the food and invite 
God to come along’. 

But for me personally, one of the best things 
about Alpha is the way it has taken the fear out 
of evangelism and put back the joy. When 
someone starts an Alpha course as an atheist but 
leaves as a radiant Christian, it works wonders 
for your confidence. At this rate when Bishop 
Ben next suggests a day of street evangelism, we 
will all be out there with him, even me. 

Christine Zwart 


There is more about the Alpha initiative on the front page. 



Some leading journalists are being invited to take part in an 
open forum on the media at the What's Blocking Fatthr con- 
ference.This is just one event in this important two-day 
symposium for senior church leaders which will look at some 
of the barriers to Christian faith in today's society. It has been 
organised by the Oxford Diocesan Group for Mission and 
will be held at St Andrew’s, Hatters Lane, High Wycombe on 
November 6-7. Speakers include the Bishop of Oxford, Elaine 
Storkey, Chris Sugden, Mike Maynagh, and Anna Chakko 
George. Bishop Mike Hill will lead one of the seminars.The 
cost is £50, one day only £30. For details ring Gill Poole on 
01865 250688 or the Revd David Meara on 01280 8131 78. 


What is 
blocking 
faith? 


In the Decade of Evangelism 
church membership in Nigeria 
rose from eight to 1 7 million. But 
why isn’t it happening here? In 
November senior church 
members will meet at a confer- 
ence in High Wycombe to 
examine the banters to the 
Christian faith today. Among the 
speakers is Chris Sugden, Director 
of the Oxford Centre for Mission 
Studies who writes: 

j-w’ a Y e are a U missionary dioce- 
\/\/ ses now’. Bishops at the 
V V Lambeth Conference in 
their report ‘Called to Live and 
Proclaim the Good News’ describe 
themselves as missionary bishops in 
missionary dioceses. ‘God is calling us 
at this moment. God is working today 
quite beyond the limits of our bud- 
gets, structures and expectations. The 
Gospel has the power to transform 
our individual and corporate lives, 
our families, communities and 
nations. It has the power to break 
beyond our timidity, insufficiency 
and aspirations’, says the report. 

They identify the ‘greatest single 
force shaping the world in which we 
do mission as the globalisation of the 
market economy* which brings rapid 
change and has the greatest impact 
on those least equipped to deal with 
them, children and young people. 
This globalisation is also threatening 
the life and identity of nations and 
communities who often respond with 
‘aggressive assertion of national and 
religious identity.’ 

Globalisation threatens 
our life and identity 

Change, young people, aggressive 
assertion of national identity. They 
were not just talking about English 
football hooligans at the World Cup. 
But they were identifying some of the 
forces in the world that give rise to 
that sorry sight. We need to 


understand these forces and how the 
Gospel addresses them if we are to 
live and proclaim good news in a way 
people can see and hear. 

To that end, the November confer- 
ence to be addressed by the Bishops of 
Oxford and Buckingham among oth- 
ers, comes at a very opportune time, 
as Oxford Diocese, along with all other 
Anglican dioceses, faces up to the call- 
ing to be missionary dioceses. The 
conference will in particular be look- 
ing at the soil in which we are called 
to sow the seed of the gospel. Jesus 
used the metaphor of soils in the para- 



ble of the sower ( Mark 4) to help us 
notice that people are in varying envi- 
ronments when it comes to receiving 
the gospel. 

What is the soil like in your 
part of the vineyard? 

The conference is to help us discern 
the environments of our people in the 
Oxford Diocese. Some live in soil that 
has been sown many times. While the 
gospel is always good news, to them it 
may be old news, and about as attrac- 
tive as last week’s newspapers. Some 
live in soil which has hardly been 
turned over at all; to them the name 
of Jesus is only a swear word. 

What is the soil like in your part of 
the vineyard? John Drane in Death of 
a Princess, Making Sense of a Nation 's 
Grief ( SilverFish, 1998) suggests that 
what took place in Britain after 
Diana’s death ‘was part of a develop- 
ing pattern of devotional practice 
within English culture that can be 
traced over the last two decades in 
public responses to (among others) 
the sinking of the ‘Herald of Free 


Enterprise’ (1983) and the shootings 
at Dunblane Primary School’ and ‘was 
a pivotal moment in the evolution ol 
a new popular spirituality withir 
western culture’. The authors of the 
book argue that people are looking 
for a faith that gets them through the 
night, through suffering and tragedy 
they are fed up with an exclusivel) 
cognitive, rationalist culture and are 
searching for spirituality and commu 
nity. In response the churches need tc 
recover the numinous, the symbolic 
and the tactile in worship. 

Bishops at Lambeth gained tremen 
dous heart from hearing that in Africs 
the number of Christians increased 
from 60 million at the time of the 
independence movements (1960’s) tc 
300 million today. So far in the Decade 
of Evangelism the Anglican Church ol 
Nigeria has increased from eight mil 
lion to 17 million. No wonder the) 
speak of the power of God at work 
today. While we may affirm this in 
our heart of hearts, this may not be 
the daily experience of our churches 
which may feel more like the English 
cricket team in its worse moments 
Like a team down on its luck we need 
to hang in there, and carefully and 
thoughtfully ask ‘What’s blocking 
Faith?’ 

Like a team down on its luck 
we need to hang in there 

The Conference will seek to address 
this question. What is it in the life ol 
our culture and of our churches thal 
means that many do not find the 
answers to life in the Christian faith 
and in belonging to the people of God 
in our country? Is it simply that it is 
harder for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom ol 
God. And compared with the majorit) 
of the world’s population most people 
in the Oxford Diocese are in the cate 
gory of ‘rich’. Is it that the teaching in 
our churches does not enable people 
to wrestle at depth with the issues 
that press on them in their work and 
so they have no cutting edge to theii 
witness where most people see them7 
Lamin Sanneh, a leading African his 
torian of mission at Yale University, at 
the Lambeth Conference suggested 
that the church throughout the world 
is growing where people retain the 
popular name for God in their cul 
ture. Is it that our culture has lost the 
name of God in our everyday life and 
so God appears a complete stranger? 

You may know the answer for youi 
patch. The rest of us need to hear it 
See you at the Conference. 


SAT- 7 


PARTNERSHIP 


OF MIDDLE 


EASTERN 


CHRISTIANS 


PRODUCING 


PROGRAMMES IN 


ARABIC FOR 


MILLIONS OF 


APPRECIATIVE 


VIEWERS 



SAT-7 s culturally 
sensitive television 
programmes encourage 
the Christians of the 
Middle East and 
North Africa. 
Through SAT- 7 you can 
help them grow in faith, 
service and witness 
for Christ. 

For details .of this unique satellite 
television service, contact: 

SAT-7 Trust 

PO Box 1214, Bristol BS99 2RS 
Tel: 0117 905 5003 
Fax: 0117 905 5093 
E-mail: Bristol@sat7.org 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
http://www.sat7.org 


j 


I Window si 

Then why not look into ours 




One of Oxfordshire's most highly 
recommended window companies 


★ No deposit required 

★ No instant decisions 

★ No false discounts 


★ No pressure salesmen 

★ First class fitters 

★ Genuine low prices 

Quality windows , doors and conservatories at 
low prices with a comprehensive 10 -year guarantee 
underwritten by " Lloyd's of London " 


Isis Windows 
01869 249999 





OCTOBER 1998 THE DOOR 


letters . 9 


Portfolio: danger 
of confusion 


The double-page spread in the September 
issue on the Portfolio training scheme gave 
an impressive overview of the system. What 
it did not do was admit to its very consider- 
able problems, although there were hints 
in the comments of the three trainees. 

I have no doubt that Portfolio is an excel- 
lent approach to training. In taking it on 
board, the Diocese is following best prac- 
tice in many other vocational training 
areas, including the youth work training 
scheme that has operated for some years. 
However, there are three major areas that 
need urgent attention if the scheme is not 
to fall into disrepute almost before it has 
begun. 

1. The scheme is far too complex. I accept 
that some of the contents for readers at 
least is dictated by the requirements of the 
Board of Readers. (Diocesan or National 
was not made clear to me when I asked 
about it.) However, anyone who has sat 
down with the document, all 32 pages of it, 
comes away both confused and wondering 
if the reader is being prepared for a 
Doctorate in Ministry. Drastic simplifica- 
tion is required. It will put off many ordi- 
nary folk who would make excellent 
readers, but who do not aspire to the kind 
of leadership skills that Portfolio seems to 
expect. Neither do they need many of those 
skills. 

2. The candidates and their tutors are 
equally confused by the system of levels 
and ranges. I have not met a single person 
in north Bucks who is on the scheme who 
had it properly explained to them before 
they started. A number remain confused 
even after explanation. As a training 
incumbent (on my third recent reader in 
training) I remain in the dark. My three 
days away on a training incumbent’s 
course last year did not deal with it at all. 

3. In my experience, there also seems to be 
confusion about which past gifts and 
competencies can be included. 

If Portfolio is to work properly, which I 
fervently hope it will, its practical 
outworking, including the way it links in 
with established courses, needs extensive 
and swift revision, so that it becomes 
enabling rather than disabling. 

The Revd Maurice Stanton-Saringer, Rural Dean, 
Newport Group Ministry and Deanery. 

Portfolio has boosted my self- 
confidence 

Having recently handed in my completed 
Portfolio for moderation, I can endorse the 
comments made in your feature 
(September pp 10-11). In 1995, while 
exploring the form my ministry should 
take, I attended a series of ‘core’ courses for 
readers in training. Since I was not selected 
as a reader candidate, it was suggested that 
I should become a pastoral assistant, and I 
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was one of the first to start Portfolio 
training in 1997. Having already completed 
six courses and attended numerous 
training days I had a number of essays and 
projects ‘under my belt’. I have been 
actively involved in the life of St Giles’ 
Church, Standlake for 26 years, served as a 
school governor, deanery representative, 
Christian Aid representative, and done a 
great deal of voluntary work of different 
kinds. All these provided the necessary 
evidence required for a number of compe- 
tencies. I have never thought of myself as 
academic, but have learnt that life experi- 
ences are often just as valuable as those 
qualifications which people lay such store 
by. I hope many people take the opportu- 
nity to build up Portfolios. It is very satis- 
fying and you learn a great deal about 
yourself - your strengths and weaknesses. 
The experience has increased my self-confi- 
dence and enabled me to widen my 
ministry. 

Alison Shaw, Standlake 

Media manipulation: a danger 
to health 

I was very impressed by Caris Grimes’ 
article ‘Do we allow the media to manipu- 
late us?’ in the September issue. This is a 
topic close to my heart as I am involved in 
public health advocacy on behalf of the 
millions of sufferers of tuberculosis. 
Although causing more suffering and 
death than any other infectious disease, 
and despite the availability of a cheap and 
effective cure, hardly anything is done 
because most of the sufferers are the 
poorest of the poor. Even though, in 1993, 
the World Health Organisation declared 
this disease a ‘Global Emergency’ the inci- 
dence has continued to rise relentlessly 
and it is now the cause of one in four 
preventable adult deaths, as well as being a 
prevalent killer of children. In addition, 
owing to very inadequate treatment facili- 
ties, many countries are experiencing an 
alarming increase in the number of 
patients with forms of the disease which 
are resistant to almost all known remedies. 
Perhaps the disease will become news- 
worthy when these often lethal forms of 
tuberculosis become widespread in this 
country, as they could well do unless global 
action is taken very soon. 

John M Grange, Reader in Clinical Microbiology, 
Imperial College London and Visiting Professor, 
University College London. 

Challenge the media 

The article by Caris Grimes only scratches 
the surface of the problem. It is not only in 
the matter of international affairs that we 
as ‘media consumers’ are manipulated. 


How many of us read crime reports and 
accept the newspaper’s version without 
questioning whether it has adapted the 
facts to suit its own particular standpoint? 
Is it right that a person charged with a 
criminal offence is named in a newspaper 
and details that seem to indicate their guilt 
are also printed? Can any jury then hear 
the case without prejudice? When the 
accused goes to trial and is found innocent, 
the papers often do not bother to print the 
verdict, with the result that readers will 
always remember the charge, but not that 
the accused was found innocent. 

All Christians should have a healthy scepti- 
cism about such articles in the popular 
press and, where possible, check out the 
facts for themselves. In matters of world 
poverty, organisations such as Oxfam and 
Christian Aid can give good background 
information. For example, Oxfam will brief 
campaigning members to a level where 
they can engage with their MPs on issues 
such as arms limitation, thus enabling 
Christians to challenge the prevailing 
morality. 

Your footnote which stated that 
Christianity is often misreported is sadly 
true. Again, it is down to Christians to chal- 
lenge such articles when they believe that 
an individual or organisation has been 
misquoted or misreported and newspapers 
should be asked to give as much space to 
the retraction as they gave to the original 
article. We can ‘do all things through 
Christ who strengthens us’ if we are willing 
to make a start and challenge the ‘world’. 
Angela Willson, Thame 

Ashendon PCC speaks out 

The PCC of Ashendon is glad that the 
bishops at the Lambeth Conference agreed 
that homosexuality is a sin as testified by 


Scripture and welcome the decision by the 
House of Lords to reject the proposal to 
lower the age of consent. 

At a recent PCC meeting the following 
motion was approved unanimously: This 
council - 

(a) is grateful for the many strengths of the 
bishops’ Report Issues in Human Sexuality , in 
particular for its helpful treatment of 
Scripture, its constructive comments on 
many of the issues and for making clear its 
disapproval of practising homosexual 
clergy; 

(b) expresses deep concern that clergy disci- 
pline is advocated only where there is 
danger of scandal, and respectfully 
requests that discipline is initiated where 
the bishop knows a clergyman is a prac- 
tising homosexual or otherwise engaging 
in a sexual relationship outside marriage; 

(c) requests that candidates for ordination 
are privately and sensitively asked whether 
they uphold in principle and practice the 
traditional teaching of the Church on sexu- 
ality and are only recommended for 
training if they intend to confine their own 
sexual relationship within heterosexual 
marriage (or else remain celibate); 

(d) deeply regrets that the Report appears 
to tolerate lay practising homosexuals 
being full communicant church members 
and opens the door for them to be in lay 
leadership, and requests that this impres- 
sion be reversed; and 

(e) reiterates that this parish rejects homo- 
phobia and will continue to offer a warm 
welcome to all who attend services, so that 
they might discover more of the saving love 
of God in Christ, but will continue to 
remind prospective communicants of the 
need for repentance before receiving 
communion, and through teaching will 
ensure that regular communicants and lay 
leaders understand that this includes the 
importance of upholding sexual morality 
as traditionally taught by the Church and 
reaffirmed by General Synod in 1987. 

Mrs M Kampa, PCC Secretary, Ashendon 
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IS YOUR 
CHILD 



learning disabled; physically disabled; epileptic; cerebral 1 
palsied; Down's Syndrome; poorly co-ordinated; autistic; 
hyperactive; ADD; ADHD; dyspraxic; dyslexic; clumsy; 
disorganised; unable to concentrate; a poor reader? 

Keith Pennock, author of 'Rescuing Brain Injured Children \ is holding 
5-day introductory Courses at the Alison Centre for Brain Injured 
Children, for parents who wish to improve the quality 
of life of their children. 

For more information, or a copy of the book, 

PLEASE CONTACT 

‘The Brain-Net Family Unit’ 

8 Cypress Drive, Puriton, Bridgwater, Somerset TA7 8AQ 
Tel/Fax: 01278 683588; e-mail Keith Pennock@compuserve.com 
Please visit our internet site: http://www.btintemet.com/~brain.net 


RESCUING BRAIN- 
INJURED CHILDREN 

by KEITH PENNOCK 
NEW EDITION - 1998 

“If you know a family with a handicapped child - 
make sure they read this book. ” - JOHN CLEESE 
Most people have met or heard about someone who has been “brain damaged' This 
book has been written to answer the worries and concerns which ordinary families may 
have about brain injury. 

Brain injury need not mean a life sentence. As the author shows, the “hurt child can 
make remarkable progress towards independence, despite a tradition which still regards 
such cases as hopeless. 

When his baby daughter, Alison, became brain injured, Keith Pennock could find no 
positive help for her in this country. His search eventually took him to the U.S.A., where 
he learned a new approach which rapidly brought about both physical and intellectual 
improvements in his child. 

Once Alison began to make progress, Keith turned his attention to the possibility of 
helping other families and children, and since 1972, he has been responsible for giving 
over 1 ,400 children the chance of an improved quality of life. 

These children, originally labelled spastic, autistic, retarded, cerebral palsied, dyslexic, 
dyspraxic, Asperger’s Syndrome, epileptic, handicapped, ADHD, hyperactive, Down’s 
Syndrome • amongst other symptomatic diagnoses - have responded to Keith’s 
approach. Many, previously blind, deaf, unable to communicate, or paralysed, can now 
see, hear, read, write, understand language, walk, talk or run. Some even attend normal 
school, where they are keeping up with their peers. 

Several case histories illustrate, Keith's treatment principles, working methods and 
successes, and show the hopes and fears of parents and their responses to his training 
methods Progress is seen not only to be possible, but to be frequent. 

He now offers help to families at his Somerset-based clinic - the Alison Centre - named 
after his daughter. 

Rescuing Brain-Injured Children' is neither a textbook, nor, emphatically, a DIY manual. 
It is a heart-warming book, written in simple, layman's language, showing that practical 
help is available from Keith and his Brain-Net team, now. 

This book has been translated into Dutch, German and Polish, and, since its first 
publication, in 1991, has sold over 6,000 copies 

NEW EDITION Rescuing Brain-Injured ChildrerL264 pages. 12 pages photos, 234 x 
156mm, softback. £12.99. To be Published by Ashgrove Press, Bath, July, 1998. 

To: Brain-Net Family Unit, 8 Cypress Drive, Puriton, Bridgwater. Somerset U K. TA7 8AQ 

Please send me copies of 'Rescuing Brain-Injured Children; 0 £12.99 (+£4.00 pip) 

or $25.00) (+$10.00 p&p) Cheques. Money Orders or Cash Accepted - NO Credt Cards. 

In enclose my cheque for £/$ Name 

Address 
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Mutual Aid Homes 


Our Mutual Aid Homes are 
now able to offer long and 
short term residential or 
respite care to licensed or 
accredited lay preachers of all 
Christian denominations, and 
their spouses or dependants. 
We have homes in delightful 
surroundings at Grange-over- 
Sands, Minehead, Westcliff-on- 
Sea, Woodhall Spa and 
Rickmansworth, and we are 
committed to maintaining a 
Christian community 
atmosphere. 

Our quality of care is highly 
acclaimed and our charges 
compare favourably with any 
other home in the private 
sector. 

Further information may be 
obtained from: 

Godfrey Talford 
Methodist Local Preachers 
Mutual Aid Association 
Head Office: 

Chorleywood Close, 
Rickmansworth, Herts 
WD3 4EG 

Telephone No: (01923) 775856 




You, your family and friends are 
warmly invited to an 

I OUTREACH DINNER 


at The Post House Forte Hotel, 
Saxon Street, Central Milton Keynes 
on Friday 13th November 1998 
7.15pm for 7.30pm 
Main Speaker: Dr Philip Lewis 
Dr. Lewis was at one time the worst paid doctor in the country, yet he had 
an ambition to be a heart surgeon. He is now a heart consultant working 
in the North of England, has a wife, Brenda, who runs a Christian School 
and has eight children! Come and hear the truth about the National Health 
Service! 

Dinner: £12.50 - for your reservations please telephone Ted Bartlett 
(01525-405808) or Chris Chamberlain (01908-316720). You are wel 
come also to join us at 8.30pm free of charge to hear the speaker. 
Organised by Full Gospel Business Men’s 
Fellowship International. 

Our aim is to testify to the love and power of the living God, through 
Jesus Christ, to transform and change lives. We seek through God’s help 
to bring men together under the single banner of the love of Christ, to be 
strengthened, renewed and equipped to serve God and His church today. 
A Charity No. 275987 to spread the Gospel of Jesus. 


JOYFUL RUSH TO SERVE ' 


Last year the first three Local Non- 
Stipendiary Ministers were 
ordained in the Oxford Diocese. 
This year there are 1 7 LNSMs - 
the first of two ‘bulges’ bringing the 
total number of people being 
ordained this autumn to 36. 

LNSMs, who are ordained to 
minister solely in their own local 
church, are from now on to be 
known as Ordained Local Ministers 
(OLMs) - better to be defined by 
what you are than by what you are 
not! The Oxford Diocese continues 
to produce plenty of ordinands. 
Keep it up! 

Mike Butterworth 
The Revd Dr Mike Butterworth is Principal 
of the Oxford and St Albans Ministry Team 


1. Viv Baldwin runs her own computer 
consultancy firm, working in 
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and 
Northamptonshire. Her daughter Jo 
hopes to go to Loughborough University. 
Viv will serve her title as an NSM in the 
West Buckingham benefice* 

2. Martin Courteney is single and lives 
alone with his two dogs. He will be serv- 
ing as an OLM in Christ Church, 
Flackwell Heath, where he has been a 
reader for the past 28 years. Martin is a 
local man, well known throughout the 
village where he has lived since 1956* 



3. Margaret Kingdon was born in Hove 
and brought up in London. She qualified 
as a nursery nurse and in 1964 moved to 
Crowthorne. Married to David for 32 
years, they have four grown-up children. 
Currently pastoral assistant and reader at 
St Sebastian’s, Wokingham, Margaret will 
serve here as an OLM.* 

4. Serena Hutton is to serve as an OLM in 
the benefice of Chinnor with Sydenham 
and Emmington, Aston Rowan t and 
Crowell. Serena lives in Kingston Blount 
with husband Brian and two cats. They 
have two children and a small grandson. 
Serena lectures in art history at the Open 
University, and leads study tours abroad, 
mainly to Italy. She also paints and 
exhibits watercolours. 

5. Kay Johnston is married to Malcolm, 
who is also ordained and works in the 
pharmaceutical industry. They have 
three children, Simon, who is married to 
Rachael, Emma and Mark. She is looking 
forward to continuing work in the Bretch 
Hill area of Banbury as an OLM. 

6. Jean Rothery is a qualified nurse who 
manages nursing services in the commu- 
nity. She is married to John and they 
have one married daughter, Trudie. 
Having been a lay reader for 14 years, she 
is delighted to be returning to St Mary 
the Virgin, Purley, as an NSM. 

7. Claire Titcomb has been a reader in 
the team parish of Witney for 11 years. 
She will continue to serve there after her 
ordination as an OLM. Before retirement 
Claire worked for Thames Water. She is 
married to Roy and has three children, 
Lesley, a chartered accountant and 
Andrew and Mark, both submariners. 

8. Marie Jackson will serve as an OLM at 
St Birinus, Booker, in the High Wycombe 
team. She is divorced and has two grown- 
up sons. Marie works as a computer 
support team leader at Bucks Chilterns 
University College in High Wycombe .* 

9. Richard and Ruth Cunningham (along 
with their four young children Nicole, 
Ashley, Jack' and Hugo) live in a converted 
water mill, which is used frequently for 


entertaining and training staff and stu- 
dents connected with ‘the Universities 
and Colleges Christian Fellowship’ 

(UCCF). Richard will continue to train 
UCCF staff and students while serving his 
title as an NSM under John Andrews at 
All Saint’s Churchill with St Andrew’s 
Kingham. 

10. Nancy Wallace will serve as NSM 
curate in Worminghall, with Ickford, 
Oakley and Shabbington. Her husband 
David is also an NSM. They live in 
Haddenham and have three adult chil- 
dren Ian, Stuart and Hannah. Nancy 
prepared for ordination on SAOMC and is ' 
a social worker for Bucks County Council* 

11. Tony Adams was born in Oldham and 
settled in Banbury seven years ago with 
his wife Iris and daughter Lucy. He has 
sons in Peterborough and N Wales (and 
two grandaughters!). Tony is excited to be 
joining the Revd David Jackson as an 
NSM at St Hugh’s, whilst keeping his ‘day 
job’ at Keddy’s, Bicester. 

12. Gordon Briggs is looking forward to 
serving as deacon (OLM) i,n the United 
Benefice of Farnham Royal with 
Hedgerley in South Buckinghamshire. He 
is a chartered public finance accountant 
who took early retirement in 1996, and 
now works part-time as a financial 
administrator. His wife Pat is head 
teacher of the local church school. They 
have three grown-up children, Timothy, 
Philippa and Elizabeth .* 

13. Anne Battershell is a widow and 
retired teacher with six childen and 
three grand-daughters. The family lived 
in Malaysia for six years, then settled in 
Wheatley. A reader since 1989, she will 
serve her title (OLM) at St Thomas’ 

Church in Goring-on-Thames. She likes 
painting watercolours and travelling. 

14. Ruth Wooster is married to Mike and 
has three adult children, Simon in 
Australia, Sarah in Greece and Verity who 
has just started work. Ruth is a part-time 
parish administrator and will be licensed 
as an OLM to St John’s Church in the 
parish of High Wycombe* 

15. Mary Gurr has three children: Ben, 
Emma, and Jake. She has been a reader 


for 10 years and has had a fruitful 
ministry. Her husband died in 
1993. She will be leaving Yellow 
Pages to serve as Assistant Curate 
(stip) at St Michael’s, 
Easthampstead, and feels both 
challenged and excited. 

16. Liz Norman will be an OLM at 
Amersham and Coleshill (St Mary’s 
and All Saint’s). She is married to 
Chris with two sons in their 20s, 
Andy and Myke. She works full 
time in the local Social Services 
Emergency Duty Team leaving 
time available during the working 
day* 


17. John Race will be serving the 
parishes of Haddenham with 
Cuddington, Kingsey and Aston Sandford 
as an OLM. He has lived in the area for 30 
years with his wife Stella and their four 
children, serving the community with 
his own television business. This enabled 
him to get to know the people he will 
now be serving in a different role* 

18. John Elliott will celebrate 30 years of 
marriage to Pam two days after his ordi- 
nation (NSM). Their childen are Sonya 
married to Phil and living in Cumnor, 
and Andrew at Exeter. John was able to 
take on a greater involvement in the min- 
istry after Lloyds Bank misunderstood his 
MSE aim, and offered early retirement. 
John will be serving at the Church of the 
Holy Spirit, Bedgrove, Aylesbury * 

19. Anthony Lynn, originally from 
Manchester, moved to Oxfordshire over 
ten years ago in order to teach english 
and religious studies at a boys’ preparato- 
ry school. Though single, he has two 
ducks and two kittens. He is looking for- 
ward to serving God and the people of 
the parish of Stanford in the Vale, Goosey 
and Hatford as an NSM. 

20. Roy Taylor, married to Jennifer, has 
four children - Helen, Stephen, Andrea 
and Michael, and two grandchildren - 
James and Scott. A former deputy head- 
master, he trained as a linguist, is an 
organist, and hobbies include philately 
and gardening. He will serve his title 
(NSM) at Hurley and Stubbings. 
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will serve her title as NSM in the parish 
of Stratfield Mortimer, where she lives. 
She teaches part-time at the local junior 
school. She is married to Roger, and has 
three teenage childen, Tessa, Susannah 
and Rupert. 

26. Norman Critchell has been married 
to Denise for 20 years. Recently their 
daughter Jane married Pete. Denise will 
be ordained deacon next year, but follow- 
ing his commissioning as an Accredited 
Lay Worker, Norman will continue to 
develop the Salem Project and train in 
the parishes of Eton Wick and Dorney* 

27. Tony Rogerson is married to Heather 
and has three sons, four grandsons and 
two border collies! He is a director of 
Cygnet Business Development and has 
worked as an RAF officer and for a mis- 
sionary society. He has been a reader for 
32 years. He will serve as NSM in Radley 
and Sunningwell. 

28. David Nicol (NSM) grew up in South 
London and came to Oxford to train as a 
maths teacher. Here he met his wife 
Jeanette, also a teacher, and has daugh- 
ters Felicity, Helena and a son James. 
David has a lifelong interest in archery, 
organ music and singing in church 
choirs. 

29. Christine Brewster was born in North 
Yorkshire and educated in Newcastle-U- 
Tyne. She moved to Buckinghamshire 
where she has been headteacher of a 
middle school for many years. She enjoys 
teaching music and has spent several 
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21. Maureen Devine will be working as a 
part-time non-stipendiary curate (NSM) in 
the parish of St John and St Stephen, 
Reading. Before training on the SAOMC 
she was a reader and pastoral assistant in 
the parish of Earley St Peter. Maureen is 
married to Ron with two children, 
Stephen (33) and Angela (31) and a new 
son-in-law, Dave. Maureen and Ron 
recently celebrated their ruby wedding. 

22. Gabrielle Smith is very much looking 
forward to serving as an NSM in the 
Marlow Team Ministry. She is married 
and has one daughter (12). Before train- 
ing for ordination, she taught music in 
secondary schools. Music remains a key 
interest, particularly choral singing, con- 
ducting and playing the organ. 

23. Charmian Manship is married to 
David with four grown-up children. She 
will continue to teach religious studies 
and assist the chaplaincy at Abingdon 
School, and is delighted to be returning 
as NSM to St Helen’s Church, Abingdon 
where her husband was incumbent for 13 
years while she directed the music. 

24. Christine Collinge is married to Dave 
and has three adult children. She has 
travelled towards ordination (NSM) with 
the people of the parishes of the 
Burnham team churches. Chris is to be 
licensed to the Parish of West Slough and 
will serve her title, with delight, at St 
John’s Church* 

25. Charlotte Hetherington has been 
training for the ministry on SAOMC, and 
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years studying psychology. Her leisure 
pursuits include walking and travelling 
abroad. Initially Christine will stay as an 
NSM at Bierton Church, Aylesbury Team* 

30. Nick Plant (OLM) is married to Angela 
and has a three-year old son, Joshua. He 
is the accountant for a charity serving 
handicapped and underprivileged people 
‘in the lands of the Bible’. He will be 
applying the theology learned on SAOMC 
at the local ecumenical partnership of St 
Andrew, Cippenham, West Slough. 

31. Anthony Kemp is Professor of Music 
Education at the University of Reading. 
For 15 years he has been a reader at All 
Saints, Wokingham where previously he 
had been director of music, and where he 
will serve his title as an NSM. He and 
Valerie have two grown-up children and 
two grandchildren. 

32. Peter Lymbery, having felt called for 
the past 50 years, has finally made it as 
an OLM to All Saint’s Soulbury, in the 
benefice with Stewkley and Drayton 
Parslow. He has been married to Evelyn 
for 38 years and they have three grown- 
up children, Philip, Stephen and Teresa 
and a grandson, Thomas. Peter is retired 
after 25 years in the social services.* 

33. David Gosling was born into a Baptist 
family in Tottenham. During his working 
life he served in the Coldstream Guards 
in Palestine. David is married to Trevis 
who is a nurse and international swim- 
mer. They have three sons Peter, Mark 
and John and five grandchildren. David is 
a retired member of Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. He will be continuing at St 
Andrew’s, High Wycombe as an OLM .* 

34. Joan Deval was born in Yorkshire and 
taught in London. She worked with dis- 
advantaged children in Surrey and as a 
travelling secretary for Scripture Union, 
before settling in High Wycombe. Joan 
now lives in Chinnor with her husband 
David, where she will serve as an OLM at 
St Andrew’s Church. 

35. Anna Bindoff has just completed her 
training at Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 
Prior to that she read English and History 
at the University of Leeds and then 
worked as a pastoral assistant. She is to 
serve as an NSM at New College, Oxford. 
She is married to David Lewin* 

Not pictured: Brenda Knight (OLM) has 
lived in Stanton St John all her life and is 
looking forward to serving the parish- 
ioners there and helping within the 
Wheatley Team Ministry of which her 
church is part. Brenda is not married but 
is grateful for the support of her brother, 
his family and the prayerful encourage- 
ment of so many friends. Jan Hiles (OLM) 
has been married for 40 years to 
Christopher and they have three married 
sons (Marc, John and Andrew), and six 
grandchildren. Jan has worked in nurs- 
ing and social work and is presently a 
community worker. She has been a mem- 
ber of St Mary and St Berin, Berinsfield 
for 30 years where she will serve after 
being licensed to the Dorchester team 
ministry. Sister Honor Margaret was pro- 
fessed in the Community of the Virgin in 
1955. Among other assignments she 
taught at St Mary’s school for 15 years. At 
present she is the community librarian, 
and also helps with the chapel music at 
the convent. Ros Donovan (NSM) has 
three teenage children and will serve her 
title at St James, Gerrards Cross with St 
James, Fulmer. Her particular interests 
lie in criminal justice issues, the relation- 
ship between psychology and spirituality 
and finding the proper balance between 
the Martha and Mary in us all .* 

* Indicates those who will be ordained 
at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on 
October 3 at 5.30pm when the Preacher 
will be the Revd Jeremy Sheehy, 

Principal of St Stephen’s House, Oxford. 
Other candidates will be ordained at 
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on 
October 4 at 10.30am when the Preacher 
will be Canon Susan Cole-King, formerly 
Priest-in-Charge at Drayton. 


Shades of Glass 
Studio ■ 

Craftsman built Lead Light and Stained Glass 
Windows. Specialists in Church Window refur- 
bishment and replacement. 

Call us for free quotation on: 

★ Lead Lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved 
detail 

We also specialise in the supply and fitting of 
stainless steel and/or galvanised grills. 
Recognised by Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 
All work undertaken in bur own studio. 
References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive, 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel. OXFORD 01865 340831 


Lead 

Light 

Windows 



RELAXATION- 
HEALING 
MUSIC 
USED IN 
MOTHER 
TERESAS 
MEDICAL 
CAMPS 

David Bailey is an international concert pianist, who prayed 
that his music would be used to help people . . . thus creating 
‘Music to Dream by . . .’ the first of a new series of inspired 
piano pieces for special purpose. 

A top eye surgeon from London took it to Bhopal in India - to use for his 
own relaxation while working at one of Mother Teresa’s Medical 
Camps. There he found only enough anaesthetic for 100 cataract opera- 
tions, but 350 children waited. The surgeon prayed for help. “ Put 
David’s cassette on” came the answer. 

The doctors then proceeded to perform the operations to the music, 
using only tiny amounts of anaesthetic. 

Mother Teresa sent a blessing to David. 

When manifesting relaxation-healing music, David sits at the 
piano and in his own words, “goes quiet . . .” Vibrations of 
Universal Love are then expressed through the music he 
plays . . . unique each time. 



Other titles in the series are: 

Leaves in the Wind - gentle melody for healing 
Stillness . . . erases thought, allowing tranquility 
Arriving Soul - creates a cushion of love for birth. 

Inner Peace . . . coping with stress 
Beyond the Self . . . coping with cancer 
Towards the Light . . . going Home. 

Ideal for those quiet moments of prayer and meditation 


David's love of inspirational music has created 



Touches the Soul 

An instrumental collection of 
beautiful devotional songs 
and music including Ave 
Maria, Amazing Grace, O My 
Beloved Father, Make me a 
Channel for Your Peace, 23rd 
Psalm, Jesu Joy of Man’s 
Desiring, Gymnopedie No 1, 
Let There be Peace on Earth 
and many more . . . 
Makes lovely music for voluntaries before church services 
Is perfect for Weddings . . . and quiet listening moments 
at home. 


All David’s music is released on cassette 
(‘Leaves in the Wind’ & ‘Stillness’ . . . also CD) 

CD £10 Cassette £7 
Any three Cassettes £20!! 

Orders may be placed by writing 
or phoning . . . 

David and Faye Bailey, 

8 Coed Gwydyr, Trefriw, 

North Wales LL27 0JR, UK 
Tel. 01492 642451/642011 

VISA and MASTERCARD facility available 
All purchases include postage and handling. 
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WHO CARES? THESE PEOPLE DO 


What does it take to 
become adoptive 

parents? ' MARY 
CARMICHAEL met up 
with Dave and Julie Swift 
who have recently begun 
this journey. 

David and Julie Swift 
from the Midlands, 
desperately want to be 
parents but, shortly after 
their marriage four years 
ago, they were told they 
could not have children 
naturally. Td always 
thought I'd be a Mom”, 
says Julie. "Without a 
child, it feels like there's 
a bit of me missing." 

After two unsuccessful 
IVF attempts the couple 
saw adoption as their 
only option. They 
contacted their local 
Social Services 

department first, but 
were told that, not being 
from a minority ethnic 
background, they might 
have to wait up to five 
years for the process to 
start. When they 
contacted Father 

Hudson's Society's 
adoption service, they 
were interviewed straight 
away. 

To meet Father 
Hudson's Society 

criteria, adoptive parents 
have to prove they are 
able to care for and love a 
child. Couples must have 
been married for three 
years and single people 
are also considered. 

Julie and David have 


just completed the 
Society's intensive 
preparation programme. 
They describe it as 
"Excellent. It's made us 
think about the child's 
point of view." 

As a child, Dave spent 
several years being 
moved between family 
and foster parents. This, 
together with his own 
large family, has made 
him more aware of the 
importance of sibling 
relationships. He and 
Julie are now thinking 
about adopting a sibling 
group of two or more 
children. "Although it 
might seem as if two 
children would take more 
effort than one, we think 
the support of brothers 
and sisters can actually 
make things easier." 

The couple will have 
further home visits and 
checks over the next 
year. When they're 
selected for a particular 
child or children, there'll 
be an introductory period 
during which supervised 
visits will take place. 
Julie is planning to give 
up work to be a full-time 
mother. 

Dave thinks that he and 
Julie are ready for the 
challenges that lie ahead. 
"We know there will be 
problems to overcome, 
but we're going into this 
with our eyes open now. 
It won't be easy, but with 
the support and help 


available, there's nothing 
we can't handle." 

Father Hudson's Society 
are holding an 
introductory information 
evening on 22nd October 
at Witney, Oxon. Contact 
01993 709423 for more 
details. 



SELECT 
PERSONAL CARE 
is run by partners 
Tania Davies and 
Janette Clothier. 
Here is a brief 
glimpse of their 
philosophies: 

Tania Davies feels 
each person should 
be able to look 
forward to the 
Autumn of their lives 
with pleasure, 

unfortunately, these 
days, due to 
breakdown of family 
values and pressures 


of modern life the 
elderly have to find 
their own source of 
care and nursing. 

The most common 
provider of care is a 
residential home 
offering various 
degrees of care for 
which she has gained 
hands on experience, 
although she felt 
disillusioned with the 
quality of care. She 
found the level of 
attention minimal 
and often freedom of 
choice is denied to 
the individual. 

She felt there must 
be an alternative. She 
and Janette now gain 
job satisfaction 
combining our ideas 
and hope to 
encourage our clients 
to use their full 
potential alongside a 
supportive carer who 
will efficiently 
manage a household 
and attempt to 
prevent or minimise) 
deterioration and of 
course helping to 
create a happy and 
therapeutic 
atmosphere. 

Janette Clothier 
grew up living in 


various ambulance 
stations often 

travelling with 
elderly patients for 
companionship 
whilst being 

transported to and 
from local hospitals. 

After learning how 
to maintain the 
paperwork side of 
running small 

businesses, she 
decided to turn her 
career back to the 
medical field. She 
again, worked for the 
Community Health 
Centre in a number 
of departments 
including reception, 
finance, sub offices 
and most 

importantly, the 
home care unit. 
Through this 

department she had 
close relations with 
workers and clients, 
establishing the 
clients needs and 
organising the 
workers schedules. It 
was then she realised 
she like the rest of 
the family, gained as 
much if not more 
pleasure in caring for 
people and making 
sure their daily needs 
were met. The 


gratitude that was 
shown to her was 
worth more than any 
pay cheque ever 
received. 

Upon arriving in 
the United Kingdom 
and meeting Tania, 
the realisation of 
how clinical other 
agencies went about 
placing people in 
jobs amazed them 
both and they have 
an ultimate goal of 
running the agency 
on a very personal 
basis. They promise 
to take on no more 
than 25 clients each, 
so when you call you 
will never be put on 
hold while the search 
through endless files 
to jog our memories 
as to who you are. 
Every client will be 
treated as a human 
being and not a file 
with a number 
attached. 

They have a wide 
network of friends 
working with them to 
supply a high level of 
care. They do not 
employ people who 
are just after fast 
money, caring for the 
elderly is not "just a 
job." 


Oxfordshire 

f COUNTY XCOUHCllX 


CARING COUNTYWIDE 


UNEMPLOYED? 

LOOKING FORA 
NEW DIRECTION? 

INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN ADULT CARE? 

IF YOU ARE BETWEEN 16+ AND NEAR-RETIREMENT WE ARE VERY 
INTERESTED IN HEARING FROM YOU. 


4a! 






can YOU 
OFFER LOVE 
AND 

SECURITY TO 
A CHILD OR 
CHILDREN IN NEED? 




TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR FAST TRACK TRAINING 
THROUGH OXFORDSHIRE SOCIAL SERVICES WHO OFFER: 

16 week part-time training course for adults in basic care skills with work 
experience, NVQ assessment. 

Allowances for Travel and Child Care. 

Banbury based course starts September 1998 
Oxford course starts October 1998 
New social care jobs available in Blackbird Leys shortly. 
Members of Ethnic Communities and lone parents warmly welcomed. 

Interested? 

Please ring Pearl Flanagan on 
(01865) 854420/854411 


HAVE YOU EVER 
CONSIDERED ADOPTION? 

FOR AN INFORMAL DISCUSSION 
OR INFORMATION PACK 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL 
ADOPTION AGENCY 

Telephone 

01993 7094X3 

FATHER HUDSON’S SOCIETY 
26 BRIDGE STREET WITNEY, 0X8 6HY 

A care agency of the Archdiocese of Birmingham 
Charity No 512992 


They look forward 
to meeting many new 
people and making 
true friends. 

For more details 
telephone 01273 
206878. 


Did you know that there are 
up to 10,000 children in care 
across the UK 
- from toddlers to teenagers 
- waiting for someone 
to adopt them? 

You don't need to be on a high income or 
own your home to become an adopter. 
And you can adopt whether or not you 
have children of your own and whether 
you are single or married. What matters 
most is the needs of the children! 

Want to find out more? 

Parents and Children Together can 
answer your questions and help you find 
out whether adopting is right for you. Call 
Freefone 0800 731 1845 for an informal 
chat, or ask for your free copy of 
Introducing Adoption. 

Parents and Children Together 
is a registered charity (No. 285214) 
that works to build and strengthen families) 


PARKINSONS 
CHARITY SHOP 

5 Church Street, Middleton 
Cheney (down by the Church) 
Tel: 01295 710432 
OPENING HOURS 
Monday to Friday 10am - 1pm, 
2 pm -4 pm, 

Saturday lOam-I .OOpm 

ANYTHING TAKEN 


AND NOW FOR SOMETHING 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT!!! 

International Cancer Charity requires 
business-minded individuals to place and 
service its unique collectable pin badge 
dispensers in effective high street sites. 
Representation required in Berks, Bucks, 
Oxon and Wiltshire. 

This is a chance to manage your own 
business within a protected territory on a 
full or part-time basis. No capital outlay 
required with all stock provided. Integrity 
and own transport essential. 

If you have business to business 
experience this'll be like falling off a log!! 
Tel: 0171 386 7100 Fax: 0171 386 7844 
GLOBAL CANCER CONCERN 
16-18 Empress Place, London SW6 ITT 




LIVE-IN 
CARERS 
COMPANIONS 
HOUSE-KEEPER 


CALL 01273 206 878 


u 



Introducing 


Saltmine’s neui 
Media Arts Team 
marks a ground- 
breaking 
development in 
youth 
evangelism... 


Exalt’s ministry will span a 
variety of school's work and 
youth events, by performing 
fast moving, multi-media 
roadshows, which fuse dance, 
physical theatre, video and 
music in a format instantly 
recognisable to young people. 



For details on bookings, and for 
further information, contact: 

Jenny Brown 
Saltmine Trust 
PO Box 15 

Dudley West Midlands DY3 2AN 
Tel: 01902 881080 
Fax: 01902 881099 
Email: smine@ibm.net 

MMw rrwt SnhterW CkiKy *«*» MU8007 



Tiverton, Devon 
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PROVIDENCE H 


ROW Iwl 


31st July - 28th August (four separate weeks) 


(Registered Charity 207454 ) 

Building on our long tradition of a Christian and 
professional response to the homeless and 
dispossesed. 



Lots of fun 
Excellent food 
Good fellowship 
Bible teaching 
Celebrations 
Involving 
Saltmines teams 
and many more. 


The Place 


Blundell's school is 
surrounded by acres of 
beautifully kept grounds 
and offers superb 
recreational facilities. 



m Squash 
Ten™ 

Bouncy GaStle 



Contact: 

Jenny Brown, Saltmine Trust, 
PO Box 15/ Dudley 
West Midlands DY3 2AN 
Tel: 01902 881080 
Fax: 01902 881099 


Since 1860 we have been helping people find a way 
back to settled living through access to 
acccommodaiion, (raining and long-term support. 
There are so many ways you can help us continue this 
work. Donations and enquiries to: 

Sister Winefridc at: 

Providence Row, 50 Crispin Street, 

London El 6HQ 
Tel. 0171 375 0020 

/ enclose a donation for your work. 

Please debit my Mastercard Q Visa Q 
CharityCard Q (tick) 

Expirty Date Amount £ 

Date: 

Cheques should be made payable to Providence Row 
Please send me further information about the work of 
Providence Row 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 
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Vocations: continued from page 1 1 

Michaelmas ordinations to the priesthood 


Vocations Advisers in the Diocese of Oxford 

Whether you are interested in being a reader, in ordination or serving the 
church in any way, the following will be delighted to help you 


The following are to be ordained to 
the priesthood on October 4, 1 998: 

At All Saints, High Wycombe 

at 10.30am the Bishop of Buckingham 
will ordain to the priesthood: Simon 
Dickinson (Waddesdon, Over 
Winchendon and Fleet Marston); 
Tracey Doyle (Winslow with Great 
Horwood and Addington); Olivia 
Graham (Princes Risborough); John 
Hadjioannou (St Barnabas, Linslade); 
Robert Spicer (Riverside Team 
Ministry); Peter Strutt (Holy Trinity, 
Penn Street); Siv Tunnicliffe (Wingrave 
with Rowsham, Aston Abbotts and 
Cublington and Liz Welters (St Peter, 
Quarrendon). The preacher will be the 
Venerable David Goldie, Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. 

At St Mary’s, Reading at 10.30am 
the Bishop of Reading will ordain to 
the priesthood: Rita Ball (St George, 
Wash Common); Richard Griffiths 
(West Woodhay with Enborne, 
Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen and 


Combe); Stuart Harris (St Sebastian, 
Wokingham) and Sue Smith (All Saints, 
Ascot Heath). The preacher will be 
Canon John Ratings, Vicar of Wargrave. 

At St Edburg, Bicester at 

10.30am the Bishop of Dorchester will 
ordain to the priesthood: Richard 
Adams (North Hinksey St Lawrence, SS 
Peter & Paul Botley with Wytham); 
Robert Atkins (Bicester Area Team 
Ministry); Jane Shaw (St Mary the 
Virgin, Oxford); Hugh Williams (Little 
Compton with Chastleton, Cornwell, 
Little Rollright and Salford) and Sue 
Woodcock (St Aldate's, Oxford). The 
preacher will be the Revd Dr Mike 
Butterworth, Principal of St Albans and 
Oxford Ministry Course. 

Advent Ordinations 

During Advent the Bishop of Reading 
expects to ordain to the priesthood Jo 
Loveridge and Valerie Bonham, who 
will each be moving to new parishes as 
stipendiary curates. 


Chairman: Hilary Unwin. 

Vice Chairman: Stephen Rowe. 

Secretary: Mervyn Puleston 

VA for Church Army: Mandy Priestley 

CA, 49 Southlake Cres, Woodley RG5 

3QL.Tel: 0118 9692 46 

VA for Black Concerns: Beverley 

Ruddock 

VA for Religious Communities: 
Mother Ann Verena CJGS, Convent of 
St John Baptist, Hatch Lane, Windsor 
SL4 3QR.Tel: 0 1 753 8506 1 8 

Archdeaconry of Oxford 

Deanery of Cowley, Oxford and Oxford 
University 

Revd Andrew Moore, Jesus College, 

Oxford 0X1 3DW. Tel: 01865 279700. Revd 
David Michaels, The Vicarage, Mere Rd, 
Wolvercote, Oxford OX2 8AN. Tel: 01865 
515640. 

Deanery of Woodstock 

Revd Colin Randall, The Rectory, Swan 
Lane, Long Hanborough, Witney, 0X8 
8BT. Tel: 01903 881270. 

Deaneries of Bicester and Islip 
Revd Philip Sutton, 19 Ashlong Rd, 
Marston, Oxford OX3 0NL. Tel: 01865 
750904. 

Chipping Norton 

The Revd Pat Freeth, The Vicarage, Mount 
Skippett, Ramsden, Chipping Norton 0X7 
3AP. Tel: 01993 868687. 

Witney 

Revd Tim Edge, 4 Maidley Close, Witney 
0X8 6ER. Tel: 01993 773438. 

Deanery of Deddington 

Revd Keith Walklate, 17 Old Glebe, 

Tadmarton, Banbury 0X15 5TH. Tel: 

01295 780273. 

Deanery of Aston and Cuddesdon 

Revd Mervyn Puleston, The Vicarage, 
Clifton Hampden, Abingdon OX14 3EF. 

Tel: 01865 407784. Mrs Mary Braybrook, 
the Rectory, Marsh Baldon, Oxford 0X44 
9LS. Tel: 01865 343215. 

Henley 

Revd Duncan Carter, Holy Trinity 
Vicarage, Church St, Henley RG9 1SE. Tel: 
01491 574822. 

Archdeaconry of Berkshire 

Deanery of Abingdon, Vale of White 
Horse and Wantage 

Brian Dent, 13 Cumnor Hill, Oxford OX2 
9EU. Tel: 01865 862534. 

Deaneries of Bracknell, Sonning and 
Maidenhead 

Revd Christine Dale, 28 Masefield Rd, 
Thatcham, Berks RG18 3AF. Tel: 01635 
872004. Beverley Ruddock, Joydean, 


Murrell Hill Lane, Binfleld, Bracknell 
RG42 4DA. Tel: 01344 422152. 

Deanery ofWallingford 

Revd Chris Stott, The Rectory, Harwell, 

Didcot OX11 0EW. Tel: 01235 835365. 

Revd Nicholas Gandy, St Peter’s Vicarage, 

Glebe Road, Didcot, OX11 8PN. Tel: 01235 

812114. 

Deaneries of Bradfield, Reading and 
Reading University 

The Revds Stephen and Christine Rowe, 
The Vicarage, St John’s Rd, Caversham 
RG4 0AN. Tel: 0118 947 1814. Revd Hilary 
Platts, 53 Sutcliffe Ave, Earley, Reading 
RG6 7JN. Tel: 0118 9663563. Revd 
Jonathan Sibley, Ufton Nervet Rectory, 
Reading RG7 4DH. Tel: 0118 9832328. 
Revd Jonathan Baker, Holy Trinity 
Presbytery, 32 Baker Street. Reading RG1 
7XY. Tel: 0118 9572650. 

Deanery of Newbury 
Revd David Cook, The Rectory, 64 
Northcroft La, Newbury RG20 0HD. 
Tel:01635 34427. Revd Julie Ramsbottom, 
Enborne Rectory, Newbury, RG20 OHD. 
Tel: 01635 34427. 

Archdeaconry of 
Buckinghamshire 

Deaneries of Amersham, Burnham, 
Wendover and Wycombe 

Hilary Unwin, Moreton, Chiltern Rd, 
Chesham Bois, Amersham HP6 5PH. Tel: 
01494 725228. Revd Richard Woodward, 
10 Baring Cl, Beaconsfleld HP9 2NG. Tel: 
01494 670690. Patricia Neale, Clevedon, 
Moat La, Prestwood, Gt Missenden HP9 
9DF. Tel: 01494 863348. Revd Paul 
Reynolds, The Vicarage, 69a Eton Wick 
Rd, Eton Wick, Windsor, Berks SL4 6NE. 
Tel: 01753 852268. Revd Matthew Reed, 
165 Marlow Bottom Road, Marlow 
Bottom, SL7 3PL. Tel: 01628 472816. 
Deaneries of Aylesbury, Mursley, 
Claydon and Buckingham 
Revd Nick Tivey, 24 King Edward Ave, 
Aylesbury HP21 7JD. Tel: 01296 485990. 
Revd John Hudson, The Rectory, 
Thornborough Rd, Padbury, MK18 2AH. 
Tel: 01280 813162. Revd Elizabeth Mason, 
The Rectory, Grendon Underwood, 
Aylesbury, HP21 7JD. Tel:01296 770240. 
Deaneries of Milton Keynes and 
Newport 

Revd Dilly Baker, The Well at Willen, 
Newport Rd, Milton Keynes MK15 9AA. 
Tel: 01908 662092. Revd Peter Boyles, the 
New Rectory, 7a Northampton Rd, 
Lavendon, Olney MK46 4EY. Tel: 01234 
712647. 


Littlemore ordination gift 
carved from local wood 



The parishioners of St Mary and St 
Nicholas Littlemore, near Oxford 
presented this wooden chalice and paten 
to their curate, the Revd Georgie 
Simpson to mark her ordination to the 
priesthood.They commissioned the local 
woodworking artist, Trevor Gray to 
fashion them from wood found around 
Littlemore. The base of this chalice is 
carved out of elm, the stem from church- 
yard yew and the goblet from maple, while 
the paten is made from pippy elm. Trevor 
has treated these holy vessels with a 
coating which will make them suitable for 
use on the altar for many years.The Rev 
Georgie Simpson is now an assistant in 
the parish of St Giles, in central Oxford. 


Come for breakfast 

Vocations Breakfast 
Saturday 14 November 
8.30am-12.30pm 

At Seer Green Parish Church Hall 
Cost £2.50. 

A chance to explore vocation to 
either lay or ordained ministry. Talk 
to a Missioner for Work and 
Economic Life; a Curate; a parish 
administrator; an officer for 
Ordained Local Ministry. The speak- 
ers are all from the Church of 
England but the event is open to all. 
To book send a cheque for £2.50 
payable to Mrs HM Unwin, Moreton, 
Chiltern Rd, Amersham, HP6 5PH. 
Tel: 01 494 725228. 


Witney Deanery Vocations Day 

October 1 7 from 1 0am -2.30pm 
at St John’s Church, Carterton 

The religious life, reader ministry, 
mission, and ordained ministry are 
among the areas of ministry to be 
covered. Cost £2.50. Open to other 
deaneries.To book, please contact the 
Revd Tim Edge on 01993 773438. 



Lisieux Trust 


The Lisieux Taist are looking for 
caring people to come and live in a 
community home for adults with 
Learning Disabilities. 

Some experience of care 
work/NVQ2 in care would be ben- 
eficial but not essential as we will 
provide training. 

Common sense and a willing to 
come and share your life with us in 
community are most important. 

Salary scale & 6695 - £8240 
+ accommodation 

For application form and 
more details contact: 

Care Manager, Lisieux House, 
50 Birmingham Road, 
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands 
B72 1QJ 

or telephone 

Marie Sinclair on 

0121 355 1474. 




Follow Mv Loader 

f 


A day of Biblical and Practical teaching on the subject of 
Leadership with Dr. Charles Stanley and Dr. Stephen Olford. 


Mbuch Ministries 


Don’t miss the opportunity to hear these internationally 
acclaimed preachers sharing their understanding and 
wisdom on leadership within the local church. 


Tickets cost £ 1 0.00 per person 
please bring your own lunch. 


‘In Touch Ministries’ PO Box 404, 

Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands. B74 2XE 
Tel: 0121 323 3702 


Book your tickets today for the seminar to 
be held at Sutton Coldfield Baptist Church. 
Tuesday 6 October at 9.30am until 4.30pm 


The City Temple, London 
Wednesday 7 October at 
1 0.00am until 4.45pm 


Follow My Leader 

I I Sutton Coldfield Baptist Church - Tuesday 6 October, 9.30am/4.30pm 
I I City Temple, London - Wednesday 7 October, 1 0.00am/4.45pm 

Tide at appropriate. 


I would like to book place(s) and enclose a cheque for the sum of £ 

TITLE: NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

POSTCODE: 

Please make cheques payable to ‘In Touch’ and send to: 

‘In Touch Ministries’ PO Box 404, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B74 2XE 


FOR SALE 

COPE 

Beautiful, as new 

£400 


(New £585) 
PLUS OTHER 
CLERGY 
CLOTHING 

Tel: 01635 40329 


'IN THEiDOOR 

on 01865 
254515 


Fully qualified 
to provide a 
range of ser- 
vices: 

• TRADITIONAL & MODERN RE-UPHOLSTERY - Re new 

your three piece suite or favourite chair. 

• FRAME CONSTRUCTION & REPAIR - Replace broken 
parts or add a matching stool or chair to your suite. 

• FURNITURE DESIGN - Custom-made furniture with your 
needs in mind. 

• SOFT FURNISHINGS - An experienced team offers loose 
covers, curtains, cushions and accessories. 

WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS AVAILABLE. FORA FREE QUOTA- 
TION AND FRIENDLY ADVICE CALL 

(01295) 262173 or 760317 


! Veter 
Mathezvs 
\ZlpfioCstery I 


Royston Electronics 

Specialists in Public Address Systems 
SALES, INSTALLATION, SERVICE 

CHURCHES 0 
CLUBS 0 
RIDING 
SCHOOLS 0 

NEW SYSTEMS, UPDATES, LOOP SYSTEMS, C.C.T.V., 

CASSETTE OR CD PLAYERS. PROFESSIONAL ADVICE - FREE 
PO Box 1 , Fordingbridge, Hants SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 01725 518428 or 0589 247960 


m riU V fcLS 

% FACTORIES 
% GARDEN 
CENTRES 


PORTABLE P.A. UNITS 
Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder Units 

Easy to carry and use anywhere 
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The Penn Club 
LONDON 



Long-established Quaker-- 
based Club offers B&B in 
quiet, comfortable 
surroundings. Located in Bloomsbury, 
ideally situated for theatres, close to 
British Museum. Facilities include 
reading room, secluded garden and 
evening meal service. 

Many single rooms available. 

21 Bedford Place, London WC1B 5JJ 
Tel: 0171 636 4718 Fax: 0171 636 5516 


THE SALVATION ARMY 
HOTELS IN LONDON 

Excellent conference facilities at 


CAMBRIA HOUSE WON HOUSE 


37 HUNTER STREET. 
LONDON WC1N 1 B J 
TEL. 0171 837 1654 
FAX. 0171 837 1229 


1 VANDON STREET. 
LONDON SW1H OAH 
TEL. 0171 799 6780 
FAX. 0171 799 1464 


Friendly, warm, ‘home away from 
home’ atmosphere, smart, clean 
and reasonably-priced B&B. 

Tea and coffee-making facilities in 
all rooms. Full catering facilities 
available. 

Near to main line and 
underground stations. 

W can cater for all your conference 
or seminar needs - up to 40 at 
Vandon and 20 at Cambria. 
Full overhead projector and flip 
chart facilities. 

Ring either number above 
for full details. 


CHRISTIAN HOLIDAYS 

NO ROOM AT THE INN! 


Christians 
considering 
celebrating the 
2000th anniversary 
of Jesus' birth in the 
Holy Land may find 
that there will be no 
room at the Inn, 
unless they start 
planning soon, 
according to a 
leading Christian 
Pilgrim Tour 

operator. 

For Christians who 
dream of visiting the 
land of His birth, 
perhaps of celebrating 
Mass in the Church of 
the Nativity in 
Bethlehem or The Holy 
| Sepulchre in 

! Jerusalem and walking 
in His footsteps this 
j important anniversary 
has helped bring their 
dreams into sharp 
focus. 

The problem for 
those would be 
pilgrims is that the 
Millennium has 

brought the same 
dream into sharp focus 
for millions of other 


people. 

This may well mean 
that many of those 
contemplating a trip to 
the Holy Land may well 
find that they have 
something in common 
with the Holy Family - 
no room at the inn. 

According to Pilgrim 
Tour Company, 

Christian Tours (UK) 
Ltd the rush to visit 
places like the Holy 
City of Jerusalem the 
city of His Birth, 
Bethlehem and Galilee 
where he grew up and 
preached is already 
beginning. 

"The Millennium is an 
important year for most 
people just as an 
unusual and significant 
anniversary," said the 
company's Catholic 
General Manager, Jim 
Murray, "but for 
Christians there is a 
much more important 
reason to celebrate. 

"For Catholics a visit 
to the Holy Land will be 
a true Millennium 
experience because it 


is of course, the 
2,000th anniversary of 
the birth of Jesus that 
is the real milestone 
we are remembering." 

The company has 
already had many 
enquiries from those 
who would like to 
spend some time in the 
Holy Land during this 
important year but, 
while according to Jim 
Murray there is no 
need to panic, early 
booking is essential. 

"Everyone in Israel is 
gearing up to welcome 
pilgrims during the 
Millennium year and 


we have already 
confirmed a significant 
number of groups," he 
said. "But, for the 
moment, there is still 
availability because we 
have managed to 
reserve a large 
number of hotel rooms, 
coaches and guides to 
cater for our clients." 

Some Christians 
have decided to avoid 
the rush by travelling 
early and visiting Israel 
in 1999 as a 
preparation for the 
Millennium - some are 
even planning to be in 
Bethlehem for the 


® If you would like 
"The Christian 
Experience of a Lifetime" 

A visit to the Holy Land, to the places where Christianity was 
bom, to the land where Jesus lived, preached, died and was 
resurrected. 

Then why not 

TALK TO CHRISTIAN TOURS 

THE AWARD WINNING, LOW COST PILGRIM 
TRAVEL COMPANY 

FREE <ni 0800 13 79 28 


& 


The Acorn Christian 
Healing Trust 

A healing resource to the Christian 
Church and medicine. 

Contact: Rev'd. Denis Brazell, 

Whitehill Chase, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 OAP 

01420 478121 


THE CATHOLIC 
STUDY CIRCLE 
/7 S=e FOR ANIMAL 
riJfcf WELFARE 

l Help us to fight against the abuse of the 

non human creation through prayer and 
reading our triannual publication THE 
ARK, interdenominational and with a 
world-wide circulation 

Please send £1 for a copy of THE ARK (p&p inc) 

39 ONSLOW GARDENS, SOUTH WOODFORD, 
LONDON E18 1ND. Telephone (0181) 989 0478 
A CATHOLIC CHARITY TO FIGHT ABUSE OF ANIMALS NO 291022 


arrival of the new year. 

Individuals or Church 
leaders who may be 
thinking of taking a 
group to the Holy Land 
are welcome to contact 
Jim Murray or one of 


his colleagues on the 
company's free 
telephone number 
0800 13 79 28 for 
more information or to 
discuss their 

requirements. 



Society of Retreat Conductors 

STACKLANDS 
RETREAT HOUSE 

West Kingsdown, Kent TNI 5 6AN 
(01474) 852247 

We are an Anglican Centre for the giving of retreats according 
to the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola. 

A full programme of Open and Group retreats * preached or 
individually guided - is available from the Administrator. 

Please write or telephone for details of our 
1998 retreat programme. 

A registered charity No. 246045 to provide Quiet Retreat. 

Donations towards the work of the house are welcome. 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 


* 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

tit 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

tit 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre. 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 


Christmas in Home - 6 dap from £775 

Relax from the start with our unique VIP Local Departure Service™ offered on all dates from 
over 1200 UK departure points, with return to your own front door, or, subject to availability, 
choose our option of connecting domestic flights from your nearest regional airport 


Your chance to be present in St. Peter’s Square 
for the inspiring experience of being present 
to hear the Pope’s Christmas message. 


■mhH a . 




Rome, the eternal city whose architectural wonders proclaim Its 
history, Is a living classic. Yet It effortlessly maintains Its youthfulness and 
is to be seen at Its spontaneous and colourful best at Christmas time. 
Our holiday combines the big city attractions with journeys along the 
old Latium shoreline and into picturesque Umbria and to the renowned 
Tivoli gardens at the Villa d’Este. A highlight is our Christmas morning 
attendance at St Peter’s Square for the Pope’s message. 


Welcome and check-in 
service at the airport. 


Friendly, informative 
tour managers. 


Modem, high 
specification coaches. 


Scheduled flights with 
BA or Alitalia. 


Call our 24 hour brochure 
hotline quoting reference 
'DC4098' or return the 
coupon for full details 

01737 

760033 


im 

Our Service Makes a World of Difference!® 

FULLY BO N DED WITH ABTA AND THE CAA. 

Please send information on the following (please tick): DC409( 

j Christmas and New Year 1998/99 □ 

j USA □ Canada □ Australia □ New Zealand □ South Africa □ 

| Far East □ Europe □ Cruise & Tour □ The Ashes tour to Australia L 
Name..., 

Address 


...Postcode 


Titan Travel Ltd., HiTours House, 26-30 Holmethorpe Ave, Redhill, Surrey. RH I 2N 


GUARANTEED 

UNSECURED LOANS 


FOR HOMEOWNERS OR TENANTS 
Written details on request to: 
Valley Finance, Unit 11 New Hall, Hey 
Business Park, Rawtenstall 
Lancs BB4 6HL 


Tel. 07050 321192 
or 07050 321200 


All loans unsecured up to £15,000 | 


Wightman 



Ben Wightman, MIAgrM, 

6 Old Brickfields, Broadmayne, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8UY 


COVERACK 

1M FISHING VILLAGE 

comfortable 2 bedroom 
bungalow and cosy 1 bedroom 
converted Forge, sleeps 2-6. 
Rural location, area of 
outstanding natural beauty, close 
to moors. 

2 acre garden, ample parking, 
superb cliff walks. 

OPEN ALL YEAR, Including 
CHRISTMAS 
Heating/linen included. 

No pets 

01326 280454 


Accountancy 

Services 

For sole traders, 
partnerships and small 
limited companies. 

Also monthly management, 
accounting, payroll services 
and VAT returns 
National Service 

Paul Ryan 
01493 730487 


Farm Management 


Farming today is changing: 

A number of issues need to be addressed: 

• What are the implications of the various Farm 
Assurance Schemes to your business? 

• Does your forage management allow you to produce 
high quality materials as an aid towards cheaper 
production costs? 

• Waste management schemes ensure best use of farm 
waste and in an environmentally sensitive manner. 
Are you making the best use of on-farm resources? 

• In light of falling returns, do you have a business 
strategy, for this and subsequent years? 

If any of the above strike a chord, contact: 

Wightman Farm Management 

Headed by Ben Wightman who has over 30 years of 

practical and business management experience. 

Wightman Farm Management specialises in providing 

a professional and persQnal service. 

Fax and tr 01305 854921 • Mobile 07970 820064 
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HORSES & PONIES PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 

If you have always dreamed of having your own pony , and would like to help out 
those horses and ponies which have been ill-treated or neglected . . . 

... for as little as £10.00 a year you can adopt one of our animals, and at the same time, 
your subscription will help to pay the animals veterinary treatment, feed, hay and straw. 
In return, you will receive a certificate of adoption, a photograph of your chosen animal, 
a membership badge and card, and two newsletters a year, 
s So why not adopt the Happa attitude and adopt one of our animals. 

The Stables, Burnley Wharf, Manchester Road, Burnley, Lancashire BB11 1JZ 
Telephone: 01282 455992 Fax: 01282 451992 

I would like to help HAPPA help horses 

Please accept my donation of £ / 

Please send me details of your work and the Adoption Scheme to: 

Name 

Address 

; Postcode 
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A scientist looks at the soul 

GOD, FAITH ANDTHE NEW MILLENNIUM - 
CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN AN AGE OF SCIENCE 
by Keith Ward 

(One world £9.99 ISBN I 85168 1551 8) 

This beautifully written and constructed book by 
Oxford’s Regius Professor of Divinity is brimming 
with purpose and optimism as science and reli- 
gion together face the new Millennium. Ward’s 
mathematical and scientific arguments are used 
in clear jargon-free language and resonate with 
the theological insights of a creative and imagi- 
native, yet personal, God. 

The choice between chance and design is well 
discussed, swiftly followed by the Theistic 
Explanation in the next chapter, where we are 
strongly persuaded that . . thus, on the hypoth- 
esis of God, the existence of this universe is quite 
probable, whereas on the hypothesis of chance, 
its existence is almost infinitely improbable’. 

The Spirit of God in Creation can almost be 
felt stirring through space-time, urging on and 
shaping the universe; though emphasis on our 
freedom of choice is paramount. In this evolu- 
tionary universe, where conflict and suffering 
are inevitable, God’s intentions, and ours, show 
us a loving God willing to take risks as part of the 
price for creating a universe such as this. 

I found the chapter on ‘The Soul’ interesting 
in that the ‘rational soul’ is not seen as a sepa- 
rate entity which can exist in isolation from the 
human brain. The soul comes into being with the 
genesis of our highly developed neo-cortex so 
that soul and body are so intimate as to seem 
inseparable. I look forward to further develop- 
ments on this issue in the later chapters such as 
‘The World to Come’ but what happens to the 
soul when the body ceases to exist was not made 
clear. 

Most of the reasoning throughout the book is 
very logical and the arguments for the viability 
of God incarnate in the human Jesus were most 
convincing. The second half of the book focuses 
on issues which are much more theological than 
scientific and does so with continuing clarity 
and sensitivity for Christian and non-Christian 
readers alike. 

As a physicist and science teacher I will be 
pleased to add this new title to my sixth form 
reading list. 

Maureen Cowles 

Maureen Cowles in Deputy Head of Science at Lord Williams's 
School in Thame 


book 


reviews 


CRY FREEDOM 

Reckless borrowing and lending 
has contributed to the interna- 
tional debt crisis, says the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in his 
foreword to Proclaim Liberty 
(£4.99), Christian Aid’s booklet 
of essays on theology and debt 
edited by Susan Hawley 
This short collection originally 
intended as a resource for the 
Lambeth Conference, has a bias 
towards Africa reflecting both 
the rapid growth pf the Anglican 
church there and the fact that of 
the 4 I most heavily indebted 
countries, 32 are in Africa. 
Contributors include Hans 
Singer of the HIPC Initiative, Ann 
Pettifor, director of Jubilee 2000 
and The Archbishop of Cape 
Town. It is a must for anyone 
wanting a Christian perspective 
on the Third World debt crisis. 
r— ■■■■■ — 

The wisdom of the church fathers 

PHILOKALIA translated by Gerald Palmer, Philip 
Sherrard and Bishop Kallistos Ware (Faber and Faber, 

£12.99 ISBN 0 571 1 9382 X) 

T fie publication of the fourth volume of Philokalia in paper- 
back provides a great opportunity for Anglicans to acquaint 
themselves further with the writings of the early Church 
fathers. 

Gerald Palmer, Philip Sherrard and Bishop Kallistos Ware have 
achieved a monumental task with their translations. Sadly only 
Bishop Kallistos survives from this magnificent triumvirate, who 
have done so much to make Orthodoxy understood and appreciat- 
ed outside its countries of origin. 

To most of us, apart from the collect of St John Chrysostom, 
the early Church fathers are sadly as remote as the most obscure 
Anglo Saxon saints. This volume provides an accessible and rela- 
tively inexpensive opportunity to probe further into the mystical 
side of our religious thinking and enable us to develop our inner 
powers to contemplate with those remarkable men, whose writ- 
ings form the basis of much early Christian teaching from the 
fourth and fifth centuries, that deeper relationship that they 
were able to obtain with the Almighty. 

John Winnington-Ingram 

John Winnington-Ingram has recently retired as Lay chairman of Bicester 
Deanery Synod and is a member of The DOOR Editorial Support Group 



Sister Marie and 
the Somerset 
countryside 

COUNTRYSIDE AND CLOISTER, 
REMINISCENCES OF A CARMELITE NUN 
by Marie T Litchfield (Family Publications, £5.99) 

I enjoyed this book very much, partly 
because I too, was born and brought up in 
Somerset, though a little later than the 
years described by Sister Marie. She has a 
most refreshing way of relating her love of 
the natural world to her love of it’s creator, 
and of observing created things, be they peo- 
ple, animals, birds or plants, with a loving 
and perceptive intelligence. 

Not knowing as much about the Carmelite 
life as I do about growing up in the Somerset 
countryside, I would have liked to learn a lit- 
tle more about the former. But Sister Marie 
writes with such affection about the life, that 
one is inspired to go elsewhere to look for the 
information. 

She talks a little about her entry into 
Carmel. She likens it to a withdrawal to a 
desert place, where there is space and time 
and quiet for contemplation. In her case it is 
clear that the desert blossoms. She describes 
how monastic days are disciplined by an imag- 
inative and creative rhythm which allows for 
prayer, worship and work, which in her case 
meant lots of hard physical work in house 
and garden. This rhythm is almost never bro- 
ken, even though drains may block and rabbits 
and goats find their hungry way into the veg- 
etable plot! 

Clemency Fox 

Clemency Fox belongs to St Nicholas' Church , Marston 
and is also on The DOOR Editorial Support Group 

How to stage the Feast of Life 

The Feast of Life is a new ‘musical of hope* 
by Garth Hewitt designed so that churches 
of all sizes and denominations can stage it 
simply but effectively.The aim is to get 500 
performances up and down the country 
leading to the year 2000 and beyond to send 
out the message that the new millennium 
should be about foy, justice, hope and 
compassion.To stage the musical you need all 
or some of the following: a CD (£ 1 0.99), a 
cassette (£7.99), backing tracks (£ 1 2.99) and 
a song book (£4.99) plus a free starter pack 
from Supporter Relations, Christian Aid, PO 
Box 100, London SEI 7RT.Te!:OI7l 523 2229. 


Lmmaus Bible School U.K. 


Bible Studies for Schools 
and Church C\roiAps 
.Also as Ch^dividual 
Correspondence Courses 
Suitable for children, eight and over. 

For FREE catalogue please phone or fax for details 


Carlett Boulevard, Kastham, Wirral, 
Merseyside 1.62 8 It/ 

Tel. 0151 327 1172 Fax. 0151 327 1502 


HOUSE SCHOOL 

MoulsfortiL ^^tllmgforcl 
This independent school for girls aged 3-16 
and boys aged 3-7 wishes to appoint a part-time 

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN AND/OR 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES TEACHER 

ie school has a strong Christian tradition and is 
filiated to the Church of England. The post, which falls 
cant on 1st January, is for approximately 2 mornings 
>r week and involves teaching religious studies to 
rnior girls (as a non-examination subject). The 
iccessful applicant will also liaise with the 
jadmistress over assemblies and church services. In 
Idition there is a significant role to play in the pastoral 
re programme of the school, 
ie person appointed need not necessarily have 
lalified teacher status but should be an effective 
mmunicator and interested in young people. The post 
ay suit a non-stipendiary minister or someone currently 
lining, but lay applicants should not be deterred from 
plying. 

Letters of application should be sent to: 

Mrs Alison Gray B.Sc., Headmistress, 
Cranford House School, Moulsford, 
nr Wallingford, 0X10 9HT 
Tel: 01491 651218 

Initial enquiries by telephone will be welcomed 


Christian and Unattached? 

Then join 
The Network? 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

( 01271 ) 817093 


Produce Your Own 

★Magazines ★Newsletters 
★Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently ; 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1 ,000 copies cost only £1 .37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 


With the 


/ISIS* 


Digital printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
ul\\u\s a\uilul>li 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House. Mountbanen Business Centre 
Southampton S0I5 IHY 


TIMBER DECK 

Extend your home into the garden with 
stylish, versatile and hard wearing 
customised outdoor timber decking. 
For site survey 
or more information call 
CHRISTIAN FLACK 
Tel: 07970 757986 
or 01869 277909 


ATTENTION MEN! 

Singing men wanted by 
THE LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES 
FESTIVALS OF MALE VOICE PRAISE 

Registered Charity (No 263429) non-profit making. 
Affiliated choirs share in Praise and Testimony to the 
Lord Jesus Christ by: 

(a) Arranging Rallies and Festivals 

(b) Promoting Christian fellowship & witness 

(c) Singing in Prisons, Hospitals, Homes and Churches 
Why not join a Festivals of Male Voice Praise Choir? 
You donl have to be a trained singer or read music. 

For more information, call Geoff or Arthur on 
0181 688 1346 or 0181 657 5857 




St Andrew's Bookshops | 

Delighted to support the Alpha Initiative 


rescue ‘Special* babies 
in the 




SILOAM 
CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRIES 

5 Clarendon Place, Leamington 
Spa, Warwickshire, CV32 5QL. 
Tel: 01926 335037 
Fax: 01926 431193 
Registered Charity No. 327396 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 


| Branches at: 

| Great Missenden 
- Maidenhead 
I Wolverton 
| St Clements & 

■ St Ebbes, Oxford 
I Reading 
I Witney 
^Wokingham 



I 

I 


Tel: 01494 862168 I 
Tel: 01628 621985 J 
Tel: 01908 221331 I 

Tel: 01865 247567 ! 
Tel: 0118 9576078 I 
Tel: 01993 709429 | 
Tel: 0118 9776715j 















ALL PLACES ARE FINANCIALLY ASSISTED 

Special consideration will he given to children front the 
Ancient Parishes of Siv in brook, St. Warp Magdalen £f Cowley . Oxfordshire 


000 

IP 


The University 
of Reading 

Thinking of taking a 

Part-time BA Degree? 

Telephone (0118) 931 6354 for details 

Evenings: English, Classical Studies, Philosophy 
Day-time: Archaeology, Classical Studies, History, 
History of Art, Languages, Linguistics, Music, 
Philosphy. 


1 6 . advertisement feature to advertise ring 0 1 865 254506 the door October 1 998 


These children will have an 


exceptional start in life... 


4 %, 
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f ...so could yours 

Christ's Hospital, our of Lit gland's great hoarding 
9 schools, provides a unique educational opportunity 

for children aged II -Id from all walks of life 


Families are warmly invited to the 

Christ's Hospital Open Afternoon 

Saturday 3 October 1 


King's 

College 

Cambridge 


Choristerships, choral scholarships 
and organ scholarships. 

Enquiries welcome at any time. 

Next chorister auditions 30th January 1999 
Further details are available from: 
Stephen Cleobury, Director of Music, 
King’s College, Cambridge CB2 1ST 
Tel. 01223 331224 
Fax. 01223 331890 

e-mail: choir@kings.cam.ac.uk. 


Coaching for all ages and stages 
Exam Tutoring, 
Dyslexia Specialist 
8 Upper High St, Thame 

(01844) 260270 


St Georges School 
Windsor Castle 


I.A.P.S. 


C.S.A. 


A Pre-Preparatory and Preparatory Day and Boarding 
School for Girls and Boys 3-13 years 

• Classical education and traditional values with a high academic and musical 
record of achievement. 

• Co-educational policy within a prep school environment. 

• Opportunities for boy choristers to sing in St George's Chapel. 

• Five-day academic week for day pupils, together with flexible boarding 
arrangements for boys and girls age 7-13 years. 

• Purpose built and equipped Nursery and Pre-Preparatory Department. 

• Extensive playing fields and heated indoor swimming pool in use year round. 

VOICE TRIALS 

Saturday October 31, 1998 

Open auditions will be held for Choristerships (worth up to 50% of the school fees) 
for the Queens Free Chapel of St George. 

OPEN MORNING 
Saturday October 3, 1998 
10am - 1pm 

(Those interested in Choristerships should contact the Head Master’s Secretary 

beforehand) 

For more information 
The Head Master The Revd Roger Marsh 
St George's School Windsor Castle 
Berkshire SLA 1QF 
Tel: 01753 865553. Fax : 01753 842093 


CHRIST’S HOSPITAL • HORSHAM WEST SUSSEX RH13 7YP 
TEL: 01403 211293 FAX: 01403 211580 

Registered Charity No. 306975 


CITY & GUILDS 
DIPLOMA COURSES 
IN WOODWORK OR 
STONEMASONRY 

Are you independent, confident, self-motivated and 
interested in acquiring the craft skills necessary for work 
on traditional buildings or becoming self-employed? 

City & Guilds Diploma courses are again being offered in 
September 1998 at our purpose-built workshops in 
Central London. 

All age groups, with or without previous experience are 
accepted and ladies are more than welcome. Grants are 
normally available to those with limited resources which 
cover most of the fees. Part-time courses are also 
available leading to NVQ Levels 2 and 3. For details or to 
arrange to visit the College please contact: 

BUILDING CRAFTS COLLEGE 
153 Great THchfield Street, London W1P 7FR 
Tel. 0171 636 0480 

A REGISTERED CHARITY (FOR THOSE STRIVING FOR 
CRAFT EXCELLENCE) NO T317742/1 


Professional 
C.V. Service 

• Attract attention 
• Create an impression 
• Get that interview 

CV's from £ 19.95 
Mailing service available 
For effective self-marketing 

Freephone for more info 

0500 400 235 


LADYMEDE 
SCHOOL 

LITTLE KIMBLE, 
AYLESBURY 

Preparatory Day School - Girls & Boys 3 to 
12 years. 

Founded in 1939, Ladymede offers a first class 
education with excellent results to local 11+ 
and 12+ Grammar Schools and to Senior 
Independent Schools. All children are 
encouraged to develop their own talents. Wide 
Extra-curricular Activities. 

All Day Care offered 7.45am to 6.30pm. 
Traditional values in a caring and stimulating 
environment. Small classes enabling 
individual help. 

Ladymede is a member of I.S.A. 

OPEN DAY 15TH 
OCTOBER 1998 

For prospectus and further information, 
please telephone: 

01844 346154 or 
ISIS] fax 01844 275660 

‘Every Days is an Open Day’ 


EDUCATION REVIEW 


Are you enthusiastic 
about education? Do 
you enjoy working 
with children? Do 
you like the idea of 
being self-employed? 
Are you a good 
communicator? Do 
you have a 
reasonable level of 
maths? 

Then why not 
become a Kumon 
maths instructor? 

What is Kumon? 

Kumon, the after-' 
school programme for 
learning maths, isj 
proving very popular) 
with school children all 1 
over the UK. Today 
nearly 20,000 students 
are now attending a 


total of over 300 
Kumon Study Centres 
throughout the nation. 

Originally devised 
over 40 years ago by 
a secondary maths 
teacher, Torn Kumon, 
to help his own son, 
Kumon is now 
studied by over 2.5 
million students 
around the world. 

Kumon is not 
assigned purely to 
teach maths as an end 
to itself, it aims to 
develop the potential of 
each child by 
developing self- 
confidence. From day 
one, the work is 
pitched at a level 
whereby the child can 


score 1 00% and 
complete it within 
about 1 0 minutes. 

This boosts 

confidence and allows 
them to build from 
strong foundations up 
to high levels of maths. 

Students attend their 
study centre twice a 
week wherever 

possible and complete 
a small piece of 
homework each day. 
Kumon is suited to 
children of all ages and 
abilities and is most 
popular with the 5 to 1 5 
years age range. 

What does a Kumon 
Maths Instructor do? 

As an instructor, you 
would be running an 


after-school Kumon 
Study Centre in your 
local area twice a 
week. Study Centres 
normally run from 
community buildings 
such as church halls, 
community centres, 
libraries etc. 

Classes normally run 
for about 2 hours, with 
students dropping in 
when it is convenient 
for them - most 
students stay in the 
centre for about 20 
minutes. 

Outside of class 
hours, you would be 
enrolling students into 
your Centre, keeping 
regular contact with 
your students' parents 


Rewarding Work With Children 


Today, over 2.5 million children worldwide are mastering mathematics with jhe popular Kumon 
Method. Kumon’s success is due largely to the care and devotion of our ever expanding team of 
Instructors.Each Instructor works part-time on a self-employed basis, running a study centre in 
their local area. Since first opening in this country, demand for new Kumon 
centres has increased dramatically. We now need many more Instructors 
and are looking for enthusiastic people to train in helping children leam 
the Kumon Method. We are currently looking for Instructors within 
your area. Introductory meetings are held regularly in London. 
For a free information pack call Charlotte Church (quoting 
ref: LPDOl) on 0181 447 9010. 


KUMON EDUCATIONAL UK, FIFTH FLOOR, THE GRANGE, 100 HIGH STREET 
LONDON N14 6ES. TEL: 0181 447 9010. FAX: 0181 447 9030 


KUMON 

MATHS 


ADVERTISEMENT 

FEATURE 


- and attending regular 
training sessions 
organised by the 
Kumon office. 

As a Kumon 
Instructor, you can 
enjoy all the benefits 
of being self- 
employed, working in 
your local area and 
providing a valuable 
service to the local 


community - and 
receive the full 
support and back up 
of a professional and 
international 
organisation. 

How do I find out 
more? Simply call the 
Kumon Helpline - 
0181 447 9010. We 
look forward to 
receiving your call. 


CHALLENGING 

OPPORTUNITIES 

EXPERIENCE EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMME 

Live and work 
alongside a 
community in 
another part of the 
world church for 
6 - 12 months. 

Experience and learn 
from another 
culture. 

ROOT GROUPS 

Join a small international community of 
young Christians living in Britain and 
Ireland. In partnership with the local 
church explore a way of mision that is 
practical and challenging. 


Write to: The United College of the Ascension, 

Weoley Park Road, 

Birmingham, ^ ^ 

B29 6RD Tel. 0121 472 1667 4 A 




nnjiti 

Sharing Faith in Today’s World 
Registered Charity No. 234518 


The Methodist 
Church 


The Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Brigade 

An Anglican Voluntary Youth Organisation for boys 
and girls between 5 and 21 years offering fun, 
challenge, discipline and responsibility within a 
Christian setting. It aims to give them opportunities 
and experiences which will help equip them for 
adult life. 

It aims to build . . 

For further details, contact: 

The Church Lads’ and Church Girls’ Brigade 
2 Barnsley Road, Wath-upon-Deame, 

ROTHERHAM S63 6PY 
Tel. Rotherham (01709) 876535 
Fax. (01709) 878089 


PELICAN POINT 
LEARNING 
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Aylesbury Development Education Centre 
(ADEC) 

Elmhurst Middle School, Dunsham Lane, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP20 2DB ~ Tel: 01296 395185 
'Specialisation, projects with schools, Jubilee 2000, 
Newsletter " 

Milton Keynes World Development Education 
Centre (MKWDEC) 

Stantonbury Campus, Stantonbury, Milton Keynes MK14 
6BM Tel: 01908 31095; Fax 01908 224201 
Specialisation, overseas links, Fair Trade, Ghana * 

Oxford Development Education Centre 
(ODEC) 

East Oxford Community Centre, Princes Street, Oxford 
OX4 1DD Tel: 01865 790490 
" Specialisation , work with communities, participating 
techniques". 

Reading International Solidarity Centre (RISC) 

35-39 London Street, Reading RG1 4PS 

Tel: 0118 9586 692/956 

Website http://www.gn.apc.org/risc 


North Foreland Lodge 



OPEN DAY 

Telephone the School for an appointment to view 
and Open Day dates. 

SATURDAY 26th SEPTEMBER 
930am - 1230pm. 

THE ROUTE TO SUCCESS FOR GIRLS 1 1 TO 18 YEARS, 
BOARDING AND DAY. 

SEE the School in action - TALK to the stall' and girls. 

• LOWER SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS (Ages Ilf. 12+ & 13+) 

• SIXTH FORM SCHOLARSHIPS 

• The school has language and cultural centres in Europe 

# Exciting after school and weekend activities 

# Strong sport with very good facilities 

# The pastoral care is excellent 

Join us for coffee - allow 11/2 hours for the full escorted school tour. 
Close to Basingstoke and Reading on the A33 between the M3 and the M4 
For further information contact 
The Registrar, North Foreland Lodge, Sherfield-on-Loddon 
Hampshire RG27 0HT 

^ Tel. 01256 884800 - Fax. 01256 884803 

E-mail nf lodge <& tm plc.co.uk 

A Registered Charity No 307333 to provide education j 


ABINGDON 

SCHOOL' 


Abingdon ~ 6 miles south of Oxford 
HMC 780 boys, aged 1 1-18 
Day, Weekly Boarding and Boarding 

Entry at 1 1 , 1 3 and 1 6 

Abingdon is a heal school with a national reputation for 
Its academic performance, cultural vitality, wide 
opportunities and friendly atmosphere. 

Open Day 

Saturday 3 October 1 998 

Examinations 

Sixth Form Scholarships Week of 9 November 1998 
For boys aged 10/1 1 13 February 1999 

Read the prospectus, come to the Open Day, visit our Website, 
talk to friends and colleagues and even glance at the league 
tables if you must.... 

Now visit us - we would like to meet you! 

For an appointment or more information please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary. Abingdon School, Park Road, 

Abingdon, Oxfordshire OXI4 IDE 
Telephone: 01235 531755 Fax: 01235 536449 
E mail: registrar@abingdon.org.uk Website: http://www.abingdon.org.uk 
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KENDRICK GIRLS’ GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
(GRANT MAINTAINED) 

London Road, Reading, RG1 5BN 
Tel. 0118 958 5959 

OPEN DAY 

for prospective Year 7 entrants for September 1999 will be held on: 

Thursday 1st October 1998, between 5 and 9pm 

Present Year 6 pupils and their parents are welcome to visit 
the school and hear an address by the Headteacher, who will 
speak several times during the evening. A current prospectus 
and application form will also be available. No appointment is 
necessary. 

There are no parking facilities available in the school that 
evening. 

ADMISSIONS 

Admission to Year 7 in September 1999 is by entrance 
examination. Application forms must be completed and 
returned to the school by 16th October 1998. 

The entrance tests will take place on 

Friday 20th November 1998. 

Details regarding the tests and application forms should be 
obtained from the Admissions Officer at the school. Please 
include a large stamped addressed envelope with your request. 

Applications to the Sixth Form (16+) will be welcomed at 
any time. 

Vacancies occasional! arise in other year groups: for 
information please contact the Admissions Officer. 


Dyslexia - A Physical 
Problem? 


has a system of 
Primitive reflexes 
which have a part to 
play in development 


child finds reading 
much more enjoyable 
because it is no 
[longer hard work, 


Do you know why 
your, otherwise 
intelligent, child can 
have difficulties with 
reading and writing? 
Is reading hard work 
because they keep 
losing their place? 
Do they press on so 
hard when writing 


that they get a hand 
and arm ache? 

There may be a 
reason for this which 
can be corrected - a 
reason which has 
nothing to do with 
mental ability but is 
purely physical. 

At birth every baby 



Christ Church 

Cathedral 
School 

Boys' Preparatory and Pre-Prep School 

offers 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

for 

Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
Bursaries for Choristers up to 60% of fees 

VOICE TRIALS 

SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER, 1998 

The Cathedral Organist Stephen Darlington 
and the Headmaster Allan Mottram are always happy 
to interview and audition boys at any other time 

For further details , please write to 

Allan Mottram, 

Headmaster 
3 Brewer Street 
OXFORD 0X1 1QW 
Tel: 01865 242561 
or Stephen Darlington 
Cathedral Organist 
Christ Church, OXFORD 0X1 1DP 
Tel: 01865 276195 




BURFORD 
SCHOOL 

Founded 1571 OXFORDSHIRE 

4 Very supportive student care within a happy school 
with wide range of opportunities 
4 Excellent facilities and family atmosphere for 
boarders 

4 90% and above pass rate at 'A' Level since 1990 
4 Boarding from £1,750 per term 
4 Some burseries available 
A traditional school with a sense of values. Burford 
offers a wide range of courses in well equipped 
facilities along with a range of sports/ sports teams 
and other activities including Drama, Choir, very 
active School Orchestra, Dake of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme and Farm offering horse riding. 

OPEN EVENING THURDAY 8th OCTOBER 
From 1630 hours to 1940 hours 
Boarding visits by appointment 

Tel: 01993 823303/ 823283 

or write to: Mrs J M Stickland (Deputy Head) 
Burford School, Burford, Oxfordshire OX18 4PL 



ASHFOLD SCHOOL 

Dorton, Near Thame 

Prep and Pre-Prep School 
3-13+ Day and Weekly 
Boarding 

An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities 
for sports, arts, music and IT. 

Please contact the secretary 
for more details 

Telephone 01844 238237 

Registered Charity No 272663 


but then have to be writing is easier and 
inhibited in order to instead of a few 


let the Adult reflexes 
take their place. If the 
Primitive reflexes are 
not inhibited then the 
Adult reflexes 
develop correctly and 
this is known as 
Neuro-develop- 
mental Delay. Such a 
Delay can be a cause 
of difficulty in 
reading, writing, 
spelling, number, an 
inability to sit still, 
lack of concen- 
tration, extreme 
tiredness after a day 
at school. 

This delay can now 
be remediated by a 
Home Programme of 
specially constructed 
movements. The 
Primitive reflexes are 
inhibited, the Adult 
reflexes develop 
correctly, many of 
the difficulties 
experienced are 
removed and the 


scrappy lines 

paragraphs and full 
pages are produced. 
Centre for Neuro- 
developmental Delay 
01280 813658. 


Counselling Courses 

Tutoi supported distance leaning with 
audio and video learning aids 

Counselling Skills 

6 month certificate courses 
1 year diploma courses 
2 year diploma course (DipCPC) 
(University accredited with CATS points) 
Theory, Stress and Psychology 
certificate courses 

Study counselling at work or at home 
with expert tuition at a pace to suit yourself. 
Training Videos & Audio Tapes 
Counselling Text Books 

Catalogue Available on request 

Call for your Free Prospectus: 0141 2G4 2230 
Institute of Counselling, Freepost D08DI 
Glasgow G1 4BR no stamp required 




P ou will need to if you are going to be 
involved with young people! 

Moorlands is the place to be if you want to train to 
be a Youth Pastor or Youth & Community Worker. 

The Youth & Community course we offer is Jff|que, 


edge of youth & community work. 

What you get from us is a mentoring approach that is 
effective, planned and practical, giving you a BA (Hons) 
Applied Theology degree in Youth & Communit 

To find out more contact: 

Sharon Prior, 

Moorlands College, 



Ghrti&hurch, 
Dorset. BH23 7 AT 


Music at LCM 2 

Dean & Director: Patricia Thompson ma grncm armcm pgce ficpd frsa 

The London College of Music and Media at Thames Valley University offers a 
range of innovative performance and composition programmes. Our portfolio 
includes: 

• Diploma in Higher Education in Popular Music Performance 

• Diploma in Higher Education in Music Technology 

• BMus Performance/Composition 

• MMus/PGDip Performance 

• MMus in Composing Concert Music 

• MMus in Composing for Film & TV 

• MMus in Composing for the Theatre 

• MMus in Composing for New Media 

Applications are particularly invited from wind, brass and low string players. 
For postgraduate programmes a number of bursaries are available. 

Highlights of the 1998/99 season include a festival celebrating 
John McCabe’s music (in the presence of the composer) 

For further information, please contact: 

Carla Willis-Smith 

London College of Music and Media 

Thames Valley University 
St Mary’s Road 
Ealing 

London W5 5RF 
Tel: 0181 231 2304 

Fax: 0181 231 2546 
Web: http://elgar.tvu.ac.uk 





A 

Coming soon 

k 

i 

A new hire library of 
church and secular 
choral music to be 

\ 


launched in Novembei 

V 

i 

Call 0181 231 2655 


for further details. 

L. A 

f 


London College of 
MUSIC & MEDIA 

Thames Valley University supports mass participation in higher education 


LCM 
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The Buckingham Big Top 

The 1998 Buckingham Holiday Club took place during 
the second week of August when 230 children were 
enrolled, based on two separate sites. A team of over 70 
leaders and helpers brought the circus theme to life, 
using the stories of five Old Testament characters 
(Samson the Strong Man, Elijah the Fire Eater etc) to u 
explore God’s message to us today. Our theme was -g 
based on one suggested by the Bible Reading * 

Fellowship’s Ultimate Holiday Qub Guide by Alan Charter o 
and John Hardwick. | 

The Ring Master, splendid in top hat and tails, orches- 
trated proceedings, and clowns created mayhem in our 
18th century parish church and the nearby 
Methodist/URC building, both transformed for the week 
into circus Big Tops. Each morning began with our very 
own theme song, written for us by a local lady, and all 
the staff were clearly identifiable by their specially 
designed ‘Buckingham 1998’ red T-shirts. The week was 
rounded off with a special celebration event and barbe- 
cue for the children and their families. 

Holiday clubs have been running in Buckingham since 
1991 under the management of the Buckingham 
Churches Children’s Holiday Clubs organisation. All the 
churches in the town are involved, providing manpow- 
er, funding and planning expertise. This joint effort is 
one of the most rewarding aspects of the enterprise, 
and is a significant element in our success. Our holiday 
clubs have grown over the years and 1998’s was the 
biggest ever. We have a growing reputation in the town, 
and have this year expanded into a marquee in the 
church grounds to create more space. We take 5-11 year- 
olds on the main site, with a separate programme for 
12-14s at the Methodist/URC church. There is no charge 
as we feel that this is an outreach event, and that no 
child should be barred from taking part through lack of 
funds. We do however accept donations! 



Our aim is to teach the children about the love of God 
through what they hear, through what they experience, 
and through the people they meet at the club. We also 
want them to have fun, so that for them and their fami- 
lies, church becomes a good place to be. 

Our experience over the years has taught us that to 
ensure success, meticulous planning and attention to 
detail are essential - nothing must be left to chance. An 
action-packed, slick and fast-moving programme means 
that the children never have a chance to feel bored. 
Carefully planned training sessions for staff mean that 
everyone is well-prepared. An extensive database/maif * : 
ing list aids publicity. And last but not least, 
tremendous prayer support throughout Buckingham's 
churches undergirds the whole enterprise. 

Running a successful holiday club is very rewarding - 
and extremely hard work! We will continue to grow and 
develop as we seek solutions to the problem of an ever 
greater demand for places - how to grow new leaders 
and organisers, how to get more men involved - but we 
are confident that God will give us the answers and 
show us the route to take. 

Jane Wardale 


SPECIAL REPORT 
Boom in Children's Summer 
Holiday Clubs 


Banana Island comes to Reading 

At Greyfriars Church Holiday Club in Reading last 
summer, the children flew off in their imagination 
to Banana Island. Sixty 5-11 year-olds registered 
through Passport Control and flew to meet Ripe and 
Rotten, the double act who introduced them to char- 
acters from the Bible. On the first day the children 
met Gideon, who was challenged by God to fight an 
army of thousands with only a handful of men. Amy 
(7) said that she had learnt, ‘God makes us not fright- 
ened when we really are’. 

The Holiday Club taught youngsters that God is 
real today and encouraged them to learn in a fun 
environment full of Bible stories, songs, crafts and 
games. The following Sunday parents were encour- 
aged to ‘Go Bananas’ with their children during the 
holiday club special service. 

When asked how she thought the event had gone, 
Jenny, one of the organisers, said, ‘I was certain it 
would go well as I knew God had his hand on it*. 

Prue Magee 



‘Journey with Jesus’ was the theme of the highly suc- 
cessful Holiday Club at St Nicholas Church, Marston, 
Oxford, during the last week in August. Thirty five chil- 
dren and six young teens participated, led by a large 
group of volunteer adult workers, under the overall ^ 
organisation of Geoff and Gill Hale. Activities included 
songs, games, quizzes, Bible study sessions, and stories, 
together with drama and a multitude of crafts. 

In the story sessions the children heard about several 
people who had been led by God to undertake difficult 
journeys, including Abraham, Naaman, Jonah and St 
Paul. The week concluded with a special family service 
attended by the children concerned, together with 
their parents and friends, at which many of the activi- 
ties of the week were demonstrated. Little book prizes 
were given to children who had accumulated ‘stars’ for 
their work and achievements during the week. 

Everyone agreed that they had been on a very exciting 
journey with Jesus on which they had learned a lot and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

Dorothy Evans 
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5 Million Affected 


It is estimated that over 2 
million people in the UK 
have severe dyslexia and 5 
million are less seriously 
affected. From nursery 
school onwards, children ' 
and their families can 
become increasingly dam- 
aged if dyslexia goes 
unrecognised. 

Diagnosis, or better still, 
prevention, can bring huge • 
relief and proper help 
enhances both ability and 
self confidence. Parents are 
usually the first to recog- 
nise the signs often well 


before children enter j 
school - poor memory, j 
apparent inattentiveness, , 
jumbling phrases, disinter- i 
est in early books, clumsi- , 
ness are all precursors to 
later difficulties in learning 
to read, spell, write and do 
sums. Such difficulties 
often contrast with abilities 
in other areas and stand out 
as “odd”. 

The key to help or preven- 
tion is accurate assessment 
by a qualified Educational 
Psycholgist, the earlier the 
better. Preventative assess- 



Tuition Services - 

What would you like to learn today? 

LEXYCON is a tuition agency Tor Tutors and Pupils, offering 
individual private tuition in a wide range of subjects. 

If you need extra help with your studying, are preparing for. 
exams, or just want to learn something new we might be able 
to help. 

Tutor & Pupil Enquiries Welcome 
Ring Sarah on 01235 813811 for a free information pack 


ment at 4 yrs is now possi- 
ble to sensitize teachers to f 
hidden weaknesses in . 
learning skills. A thorough 
diagnosis when literacy 
difficulties emerge at 6 or 7 . 
onwards also ensures that 
teachers focus on key 
weaknesses and strengths . 
to remedy early failure. 
Much can be done at home 
using a PC with the emer- 
gence of sophisticated and 
enjoyable *CD Rom skills 
teaching programmes. 
Advice on the selection of 
which for your particular 
childs needs will follow a j 
full assessment. Older chil- ' 
dren and students may be 
eligible for exam conces- 
sions and Government 
grants for equipment and 
help. 

Costs of assessment are 
between £180 - £300 and 
are covered by some 
Medical Insurance 

policies. For further 
information and 

appointments ring 

Freephone 0800 3891762. 


LEXYCON 

TUITION 

SERVICES 

Lexycon Tuition 
Services is an Agency 
set up to put pupils and 
tutors together for 
individual private 
tuition. We aim to 
provide our pupils 
with the best possible 
match of tutor taking 
into account subject, 
level of study and 
location. We are 
constantly looking for 
new tutors to increase 
our range of subjects. 
All our tutors have 
provided references, 
proof of identity, 
relevant qualifications 
or experience and have 
had a personal 
interview at their 
premises. 

If you need help 
preparing for degree 
study, GCSE or A level 
retakes or just want to 
learn something new. 


EDUCATION REVIEW m J 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


we might be able to 
help. We also cater for 
pupils who need extra 
help with a particular 
subject, Maths, 
English and 

Languages especially. 
We currently have 
tutors in the following 
subjects: English 

(language, literature 
and as a foreign 
language), Maths, 
Business Studies, 
Computing, 


Economics, French, 
Study Skills, 

Geography, Music, 
Art, General Science, 
Water Sports and 
Special Needs. With 
more subject tutors 
who have applied and 
are currently being 
interviewed. 

So even if you don’t 
see the subject you 
require, ring us on 
(01235) 813811 for an 
up to date list and a 
free information pack. 


EDUCATIONAL AND \ 
DYSLEXIA ASSESSMENTS 

Problems with Reading, 
Writing, Spelling, Number 
Concentration, Co-ordination? 


the problem may’ be physical and can be 
remediated. 

To find our more call: 

P. N. F. Faulkner BD, B.Sc (Psvch) 
on 01280 813658 


JOHN G. NOBLE 

(MSc. Oxford) 

Chartered Educational Psychologist 

Freephone: 

0800 389 1762 

• Assessment for prevention 
(4-6 yrs) 

• Diagnosis of Dyslexia 
(6 yrs +) 

• Assessment of Exam 
Concessions and Grant Aid 
(14 yrs - adult) 

• Early appointments and 
competitive fees 

Dyslexia Assessment Service 
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f Oxford Diocese 

PRAYER 

DIARY 

for October 

Editor: Graham Canning 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 


Thursday 1st The ministerial teams of our 
parishes; all who are responsible for the 
worship of our churches, especially those 
who lead intercessions. 

Holy Spirit lead us in your way. 

Friday 2nd A deeper commitment to Him 
and to one another in our prayers, in shar- 
ing one another’s burdens and all that 
works for peace and builds up our common 
life. 

Saturday 3rd All who minister to the needs 
of our parishes; those who communicate 
the Good News of His Kingdom, and partic- 
ularly for the people and places we read 
about in The DOOR; for its editor Christine 
Zwart and deputy editor, Venetia Horton; 
those involved in selling its advertising and 
in its printing and distribution. 

TRINITY 17 (PENTECOST 18) 

Sunday 4th Abingdon Deanery: for the life 
and work of their churches and for the 
careful working out of their deanery plan; 
during their interregnum for the people of 
Kennington and Wootton and for the con- 
gregations at Christ Church and St 
Michael’s in Abingdon; for all those respon- 
sible for appointing a priest in these places; 
for Robert Warren a Baptist minister who 
begins his ministry at Peachcroft on 
October 17, and Becky Fisher who takes up 
her appointment as the Director of the 
Abingdon Christian Training programme 
Monday 5th For Abingdon Team Ministry: 
clergy ^Michael Goode, Corinne Smith, 
George Cox, Peter Bradley, Martin Lovering, 
Peter Walker, Rosanna Martin, Simon 
Walker, Michael Sams; Readers: Roger 
Hancox, David Lever, Derek Walker, Colin 
Wood, Ian Kemp; full -time youth worker: 
Charlie Taylor 

Tuesday 6th Appleton St. Laurence and 
Besselsleigh with Dry Sandford: clergy - 
Bob Penman and Peter Challenger. 
Wednesday 7th Cumnor, Far moor and 
Dean Court: clergy: Douglas Durand, and 
Linden Fletcher; readers: Brian Dent, Alex 


Landsbert, Terry Landsbert, Eve Lockett; 
full time youth Worker- Phillip Doragh 
Thursday 8th Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford and Steventon with Milton and 
Drayton: clergy - Leighton Thomas (also 
Rural Dean), Colin Patching; deanery synod 
lay chairman - Barbara McGregor; readers: 
Mrs A Taylor, Jack Jarvis, Tim Budd, 

Dorothy Derrick, Theresa Scott. 

Friday 9th Fyfeld with Tubney and Kingston 
Bagpuize: clergy: Keith Triplow. 

Saturday 10th Kennington: clergy - Tony 
Johnson. 



St Helen’s Church and the river are 
at the heart of Abingdon Deanery for 
which we are asked to pray this month 


TRINITY 18 (PENTECOST 19) 

Sunday 11th Church wardens, PCC secre- 
taries and treasurers and all the members 
of PCCs and deanery synods . 

Monday 12th Marcham with Gafford in the 
Deanery of Abingdon: clergy - Robin 
Lapwood and Joe Cotterill; full-time 
youth/children’s worker - Elizabeth Clifton 
Tuesday 13th Radley with Sunningwell: 
clergy -Tom Gibbons, Pauline Seaman, 

Tony Rogerson. 

Wednesday 14th The Board of Stewardship, 
Training, Education and Ministry: executive 
secretary - Keith Lamdin; advisors: steward- 
ship - David Haylett; children’s work - 
Jenny Hyson; youth work - Andew Gear; 
clergy ministerial development- Keith 
Walklate; evangelism- Colin Horseman. 
Thursday 15th Our Archdeacons John 
Morrison (Oxon) David Goldie (Bucks) 
Norman Russell (Berks) and Parish 
Development Officers: Barbara Doubtfire 
(Oxon), Judi Shepherd (Berks), Anne 


Faulkner (Bucks). 

Friday 16th Deanery of Aston and 
Cuddesdon: their newly appointed clergy - 
Simon Hill, David Jackson and their fami- 
lies and for the people of Berinsfield and 
Drayton St. Leonard, Thame and Towersey, 
whom they have come to serve. Pray for 
their Parishes in interregnum; and that the 
ministry of Christian people throughout 
the deanery will make our Lord present 
where they live and work. 

Saturday 17th The church at Benson 
Clergy: Andrew Hawken 

ONE WORLD WEEK OCTOBER 18 - 25th 

O God, 

Immense like a desert plain, we cannot 
see to the ends of you; 

Tall like the mountains, you rise beyond 
our limited vision; 

Vast like the ocean, we cannot plumb 
your depths; 

Rich like the fertile soil, our lives depend 
on your vitality; 

Lord, expand our vision of you, and of 
our world created by your love, 

TRINITY 19 LAST AFTER PENTECOST 
Sunday 18th (St Luke the Evangelist) 

Christian concern for One World; Hugh 
Boulter, chairman, Christopher Hall, 
co-ordinator; Partnership in World Mission: 
Martin Peirce - Chairman; Nick Malony - 
Co-ordinator for the Diocese; our relation- 
ship with our link Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman especially Bishop Itumelung; 
our Church’s missionary societies overseas. 
At St Luke’s tide we pray for our hospitals, 
hospices, and hospital chaplains; for the 
Church’s Ministry of Healing Advisor, Hugh 
Kent; for all who care for others in the com- 
munity. 

Monday 19th Chalgrove with Berrick 
Salome: clergy - Ian Cohen; reader - Robert 
Heath-Whyte. 

Tuesday 20th Chinnor with Emmington 
and Sydenham, Aston Rowant with Crowell: 
clergy - Ralph Cartmill, Julie Maldoom; 

• readers: Maurice Barkes, D.J.Bartlett, Mrs 
J.Deval, G.D.Higgott, Dennis Porter. 
Wednesday 21st Dorchester Team Ministry: 
clergy - John Crowe (also Rural Dean), 

Myles Godfrey, Mervyn Pules ton, Mark 
Chapman, Marcus Braybrooke, Jan Hiles; 
readers - A. Newman; deanery synod lay 
chairman- Brian Newey. 

Thursday 22nd Ewelme, Brightwell Baldwin 
and Cuxham with Easington: clergy - 
Martin Gamer; readers: John Burbridge, 
George Cannon. 

Friday 23rd Great Milton with Little Milton 


and Great Haseley. 

Saturday 24th Tets worth, Ad well, South 
Weston, Lewknor, Stoke Talmage and 
Wheatfleld (since May 1 1998 part of the 
Thame Valley Team Ministy). 

TRINITY 20. 9TH BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Sunday 25th Thame Valley Team Ministry: 
clergy - Chris Neal, David Jackson, Ian 
Adams, Simon Brignall, Margaret Brierly, 
Henry Brierly, Janet Hulett, Keith Weston; 
readers - Norman Lilley, Caroline 
McKeown, Derek Witchell, John 
Wilson-Brown; full-time youth worker: 
Chris Slater; assistant youth worker: Julie 
Gathergood. 

Monday 26th Icknield, Brightwell Salome, 
Pyrton and Shirbum, Swyncombe, 
Watlington: clergy - Christopher Evans, 
Janet Russell, Euan Henderson. 

Tuesday 27th Wheatley Team Ministry: 
clergy - John Fuller, Caroline King, Angela 
Butler, John Edmonds-Seal, Philip Tovey, 
William Brierley, Richard Cowles, Brenda 
Knight; readers - R Drawber, John Ingram, 
Richard Brainbridge, Margaret Rosenthal; 
youth co-ordinator - Julie Stafford. 



Wednesday 28th (St Simon and St Jude) 

Our Ecumenical Officers: Debbie Plummer 
(Berks); Tony Dickenson (Bucks); Will Adam 
(Oxon). 

Thursday 29th Our Readers Association: 
warden - Bob Rhodes; sub-wardens - Linda 
Shepherd (Oxon); Gill Wiggins (Berks); Eric 
Nicholson (Bucks). 

Friday 30th Our diocesan secretary - 
Rosemary Pearce; John Yaxley - chairman 
board of finance, vice chairman — Gordon 
Gill. 

Saturday 31st The Advisory Committee for 
the Care of Churches: chairman - Timothy 
Raison; secretary - Mary Saunders. 


Self-catering 
accommodation and 
residential facility for 
Church, School and 
Youth Groups 

PLATFORM 


THE LODGE 

WINCHESTER HOUSE 



SHANKLIN 
ISLE OF WIGHT 


Young Women 


VIMS OF THE LODGE 

* to provide an affordable, safe and 
comfortable self catering residential 
facility for groups of young people or 
those who work with them - with a 
priority being given to young women 
with or without children, 
to provide an environment that 
facilitates the social, physical, spiritual 
and emotional development of all 
young people. 

HE LODGE PROVIDES 
he Lodge is equipped to a high 
andard taking into consideration the 
eeds of young people and children for 
safe and convenient self-catering 
oliday, training course or group 
jminar. 

ituated half way between the twin 
;sorts of Shanklin and Sandown our 
Dsition offers a splendid base from 
hich to explore the island. Our cliff 
p position has direct access to the 
?ach where swimming, water sports 
id beach games can be safely enjoyed. 
Winchester House has a private chapel 
the grounds and can be used by 
oups with prior arrangement. 


THE LODGE FACILITIES 

• Room for 20 people in four and two 
person rooms with bunk beds, 
including two leaders en suite rooms. 

• Ground floor disabled person room 
with accessible en suite facilities. 

• Very well equipped large self-catering 
kitchens with fridge, freezer, 
microwave and catering size cooker. 
Walk in pantry store 

• Large lounge comfortably furnished 
with partition for dining area. TV and 
video (if required). 

• All bedding is provided, bed made up 
.on arrival. 

• Full central heating with individual 

• room control for all year round use. 

• Laundry facilities. 

• Creche/ activity room with games and 
play equipment for young children. 

• Barbecue 

• Equipment for babies and young 
children can be provided on request 
including sterilisers, high chairs, 
alarms, buggies, cots etc. 

The GFS seeks to enable girls and 

young women to develop their whole 

potential personally , socially and 


Sandown Road, Shanklin, l.o.W. P037 6HU 

Tel: (01983) 866535 Fax: (01983) 863513 


MINISTERS 

WANTED 


ISRAEL, JORDAN, SYRIA, 
LEBANON, EGYPT, GREECE, 
TURKEY, ITALY, INDIA, 
CHINA, SLOVENIA 

• FREE PLACES AND GENEROUS 
CONCESSIONS TO LEADERS 

TELEPHONE 


0117 973 1840 


WORLDWIDE CHRISTIAN TRAVEL 
36 Coldharbour Road, Bristol BS6 7NA 
ABTAV2096 ATOL3078 


HOLY LAND 

VACANCIES 1999/2000 


Tel 0117 973 1840 

Worldwide Christian Travel 

36 Coldharbour Road, 
Bristol BS6 7NA 
ABTA V2096 ATOL 3078 


A safe-haven for 
your Parish Funds 


As a Parish Treasurer or P.C.C. Member, you may like to 
know that the CBF Church of England Funds are 
designed specifically for a Parish’s short term cash 
balances and long term reserves. 

To receive a free brochure about these long-established 
and successful funds, just telephone our Client Services 
Department on 0171 588 1815 or write to St Alphage 
House, 2 Fore Street, London, EC2Y 5AQ. 


All 


CBF 

FINDS 


Investment and Cadi Management 
tor the Church ot England 


The CBF Church of England Funds 

Please remember the Funds’ share values and rheir dividends and the l^aily ITeposit Fund interest 
rate can fall as well as rise. The Central Board of Finance ot the Church of England, in managing 
these Funds, is an exempted person under the Financial Services Acr 1986 anJ is a chariry. 










NewStart 

New Start with God 

New start at Home 

New Start for the World’s Poor 

Over the next year we will a! I be hearing 
and thinking about the opportunities and the 
challenge that the start of the Third Christian 
Millennium brings to every church, communi- 
ty and individual. Those opportunities are 
summed up in the Triple New Start.’ theme 
set out above. Each month in The DOOR, 
under the New Start heading, we will be 
detailing some of suggestions on offer and 
how some these are being implemented in 
Berkshire. Bucks and Oxfordshire. 

Resources, ideas and information 

The many different ways of marking the 
Millennium are all excellently set out in 
Making the Most of the Millennium (resources, 
ideas and information for celebration and 
mission) just published by CPAS. I would 
hope that every parish would get a copy 
from St Andrew’s Bookshops, or direct from 
me, Canon Derek Palmer ( 1 24 Bath Rd 
Banbury OX 1 6 OTR Tel: 0 1 295 26820 1 ). 
The cost is £8 (£1 p&p). and I will have 
copies with me whenever I attend Deanery 
and Churches Together meetings. 

Plans to distribute candles 

The two main events supported by all 
churches are the giving out of candles in 
December 1 999, and the keeping of 
Pentecost 2000 (June I I ) as the main ecu- 
menical gathering of all Christians in their 
county or locality. Sadly we have just heard 
that the Home Office Fire Department are 
unable to accept the candle holder that was 
proposed, seeing it as a fire risk. In view of 
this the Millennium Committee have had to 
go for a more expensive holder It is a more 
attractive and permanent reminder of the 
Millennium but will cost more, so it now 
looks as if the cost will be 30p for the candle, 
the holder, the Millennium Affirmation and 
delivery. Order forms should be with all cler- 
gy next month. We had planned for 20p, but 
none the less we hope that churches, work- 
ing together will still feel able to take part in 
this unique way of showing that: ‘the task of 
the Church in the Millennium is to forge a 
link between the year 2000, the name of 
Jesus Christ and the possibility of personal 
meaning and public hope’. 

Derek Palmer 

Canon Derek Palmer is the Diocesan Millennium Officer 


A Christian attitude tcrj 
giobai financial instability 
Opening up tfe'gBO&iiodlc* 
for Bible Sunday 




Henley takes young people to Taize 


Henley Deanery Synod decided on a 
positive response to the report Youth 
A Part. They used a deanery rebate to 
take a group of young people on a pil- 
grimage to Taiz£. The organiser, the 
Revd John Evans, Chaplain to Alnut’s 
Hospital, Goring, tells the story of 
their week in Taiz£. The lives of the 14 
who went will never be the same again, 
he says. 

Weary, worried, unwashed and welcome, 
we arrived in Taize at 9.30am after an 
overnight coach journey from London. 
Brother Paolo asked us to come straight to 
the Eucharist. The church soon filled with 
over 3,000 people to celebrate, in many 
languages, the mystery of communion 
which is the Body of the risen Christ. The 
simple joy and peace of the worship whis- 
pered the prospect of a week of 
re-creation ahead. 

After the Eucharist we joined the thrice 
daily ritual of standing in a steadily mov- 
ing queue for a meal. A tray, flat dish, 
small bowl, and spoon are all that is 
required. The dish for a ladle of rice or 
beans, the bowl for water or weak lemon 
tea. Our affluence was immediately evi- 
dent: \ . . this is the stuff you see them 
feeding refugees on the telly!’ 

Rhythm of the day 

The welcoming process was patiencetest- 
ing, but eventually all were 
accommodated in tents or dormitory. 

Each day takes its rhythm from the com- 
munity prayers - morning, midday, and 
evening - and there is opportunity to 
receive and share scriptural teaching; 
adults ‘wrestled’ with Jeremiah while the 
young adults grappled with relationships 
between the sexes. In the afternoon, in 
groups of 12, including many different 
nationalities, there is the happy surprise 
that strangers are not cause for worry, but 
a promise. The joy of the discovery is 
enhanced in the ‘work’, for all are encour- 
aged to serve while in Taize. It is over 
dish-washing, dust-bin emptying, food 
serving, that friendships form and deep- 
en. 

Taize is about responding. Brother Roger, 
the founder of the community, expresses 
the belief that Christ is united to every 
human being, awaiting only a simple 
response from each. Coming to Taize is to 


sip from the well of the Gospel, through 
prayer, silence and search. All have come 
hoping for a chance to discover a meaning 
for their life. 

Taize is not for everybody 

Even in our small party, however, it was 
obvious that Taize is not for all! The 
sparse food, the basic accommodation, 
the effort of understanding other lan- 
guages, the ‘work* (‘ . . . I have not come 
all this way to wash dishes!’) did not 
appeal to all, but the regular worship is 
an abiding memory for all. The quiet wit- 
ness of the brothers makes it possible to 
hear a word or call from the Gospel of the 
Lord they serve. The worship does not 
seek to dispel doubts, but disturbs a long- 
ing which can be borne in the silence, 
and which whispers of a peace close at 
hand. 

A feast of resurrection light 

Too soon the week came to an end and at 
the Saturday ‘Easter’ celebration - the 
feast of the light of the resurrection - 
Brother Christophe was received into the 
Community. Brother Roger, his voice now 
a gentle whisper reflecting his 80+ years, 
reminded Christophe, and all of us, that 
whoever lives for God chooses to love. And 
whoever chooses to love and say it with 
their life, will soon be asking how human 
suffering can be eased. ‘Will you, 
Christophe, live Christ for others? Will 
you welcome and love even the humblest 
and poorest?’ The belief that struggle and 
contemplation have the same source is at 
the heart of Taize. 

The brothers are saddened when they 
hear of ‘Taize groups’ being set up. They 
pray that the young people who come as 
pilgrims will return home to discover that 
the Risen One they are looking for cannot 
be discovered apart from the communion 
of love, which is His Body the Church. 
Nothing prepares you for a week in Taize. 

It is something you have to experience for 
yourself. You will not return with a 
method for prayer or meditation, but you 
will be awakened to an inner life, and be 
made aware of your capacity to build, 
with others, a better world. You will be 
aware of the community of the Church 
which is there as your support, and the 
place where reconciliation can become a 
reality. 



Cohen, the 'daughter’ of the Chalgrove 
Vicarage, relaxes outside her tent 



Lizzie Fitzpatrick (Shiptotvu-Wychwood) 
andTracey Hart (Maidenhead), who met 
on the pilgrimage, are aU going to univer- 
sity for the first time this month 



A prestigious craft show with only the highest quality 
exhibits. Craftspeople and artists from all over the 
country will be exhibiting and selling their work. 

Ail opportunity to buy unusual 
and beautiful gifts for Christmas . 

ADMISSION CHARGES; Monday - Friday one price only £1.50 
with up to three children free when accompanied by an adult 
Saturday and Sunday adults £250 children 10-16 £1.00 
(concession) senior citizens £200 AU enquiries: 01235 S21873 

M.H.CF. Ltd, PO Box 43, Abingdon, Oxon, 0X14 23X 

The Medieval Abbey Buildings are owned by 
The Fneods of Abingdon Registered Charily No. 225880 


C.S. Lewis Commemorative 
Lecture Series 

Sponsored by the Oxford University 
C.S. Lewis Society and The Centre 
for the Study of Christianity 
and Culture. 

15 Oct. Mr Francis Warner: C.S. Lewis & 
the Psalms 

22 Oct. Dr Peter McCullough: Lewis's Spenser 

29 Oct. Rev. Prof. John Barton: The Past is 
Another Country: C.S. Lewis & Cultural 
Relativism 

5 Nov. Miss Rachel Trickett: C.S. Lewis in 
Retrospect 

12 Nov. Dr. Stephen Logan: Shadowlife: Lewis & 
Biography. 

19 Nov. Rt. Rev. Kallistos Ware: Images of 
Heaven & Hell in C.S. Lewis and in the 
Christian East 

26 Nov. Miss Nan Dunbar: C.S. Lewis as a 
Classical Scholar 

3 Dec. Rev Dr. Ian Ker: J.H. Newman on 
C.S. Lewis's Mere Christianity 

Each lecture will take place at Regent’s Park 
College, Oxford, Thursdays 5pm. 

No charge. All welcome. 

For more information contact Andrew Cuneo, 
(01865) 779263 

andrew.cuneo@merton.ox.ac.uk. 


Speaking the Truth David Winter's 


I suppose it’s hardly surprising that Jesus was in favour of 
honesty! But the call to speak the truth, to be open and 
frank with people, to avoid extravagant or evasive lan- 
guage was more than a sub-theme to his teaching. ‘Let 
your word be ‘yes, yes* or ‘no, no* - anything more than 
this comes from the evil one* (Matthew 5:37). Not only 
that, but ‘nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, 
nor is anything secret, except to come to light’ (Mark 
4:22). 

Speaking the truth is a kingdom principle. It is expected 
of the disciple that he or she will speak the truth, echo- 
ing the Commandment ‘You shall not bear false witness’, 
but, as usual in the teaching of Jesus, he takes it further. 
His followers will speak the truth because God is a God of 
truth, and because Jesus himself is committed to the 
truth. Over 70 times, sayings of Jesus are prefaced with 
the formula, ‘I tell you the truth* - ‘verily’, in the old ver- 
sion. 

Christ’s disciples will also speak the truth because to do 
otherwise is to make oneself liable to exposure - in the 
end, everything will be revealed. But the teaching of Jesus 
goes beyond simply ‘beware your sins will find you out’ 
(Numbers 32:23). Honesty is required by a holy God. To 
speak the truth is the outward sign of an honest heart, 
and an honest heart is the gift of an honest God. Telling 
the truth - whatever the cost - was the hall-mark of 
Jesus’s speech. Those who follow him are set a demanding 
goal! 



S' 

*T 
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Canon David Winter is an assistant minister in the Hermitage Team 
Ministry , Berkshire and the author of many books. 




ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Insurance News 


Giving to your church 
that costs nothing 


It’s a harsh reality that many parish 
churches are becoming more and 
more dependent on a fund of good- 
will from parishioners for their day 
to day upkeep. 

Without such generosity and 
‘spirit of giving’ your church and 
the community it serves would, 
in every sense, be a lot worse off. 
That’s why Ecclesiastical Direct 
created their Parish Voucher Scheme, 
an innovative way for parishioners to 
ease their church’s financial burden. 



payment against church 
insurance premiums. On top 
of this, every time the policy 
is renewed an additional £10 voucher 
will be issued. Just imagine, if 50 
parishioners bought their motor 
and household insurance from 
Ecclesiastical Direct, their 
church would benefit to the 
tune of £2,500 in the first * 
year alone. J 

So how good are 
the policies? 


\ 



In addition their Right Home Plus 
policy can be tailored to your needs, 
because you choose the exact level 
of cover you want 1 ". Their Right 
Driver motor policy is just as 
impressive, it includes free 
cover in Europe (no need to 
M buy a green card), no excess 
(even for broken windscreens) and 
unlimited cover for fitted radio cassettes 
and CD’s. Alternatively, their Right 
Driver Plus motor policy includes 
the security of RAC cover and UK 
and European medical assistance. 



2,114 parishes have 
already joined. 

This year, 182 new parishes have 
signed on to Ecclesiastical Direct's 
Parish Voucher Scheme bringing 
the total to 2,1 14 parishes. £45,970 
worth of vouchers have been 
redeemed since the start of 
the scheme - that’s an important 
contribution to churches’ funds and 
one that’s set to grow dramatically 
over the coming years. 
x 99 parishes have managed to reach 
‘milestone’ status in recognition of 
the increasing number of vouchers 
they have sent in. For instance, 
if they’ve raised £100 (just 4 new 
policies), the company will reward 
parishes by sending an extra 
£10 voucher. Further levels are 
available, so the more you raise the 
larger the rewards. 

Simple and effortless 
giving. 

This is how the scheme works: when 
a parishioner takes out a new house- 
hold or motor policy with 
Ecclesiastical Direct, the company 
sends back a voucher worth '£25*. 
This can be redeemed by Parish 
Treasurers for cash, or used in part 



In a word: “excellent”. Ecclesiastical 
Direct's Right Home policy offers 
a generous £35,000 cover 
(set sum insured) with only £50 
excess and many items are 
covered that are often 
excluded by other companies. 

These include £300 
freezer contents (any age 
of freezer), damage to 
sports equipment (even in 
use!), cycles, carpets (new for 
old), the list is almost endless. 


A company that cares. 

ly But there are other; perhaps 

more important reasons to insure 
with Ecclesiastical. They were 
founded over 1 00 years ago to 
serve the Church and insure over 
90% of all Anglican churches in the 
UK. As an ethical company, 
Ecclesiastical is run on Christian 
principles and returns available 
profits to the Church and charities. 
In 1 996 they were the 1 0th 
largest corporate giver to charity 
in the UK. Consider this too: 
Ecclesiastical take great care of the 
Church, so you can be sure that they’ll 
treat parishioners just as well, especially 
when they become customers! 

Want to find out more? 

If you’d like further details 
or literature to spread the 
word in your parish, 
call Laura Jackson on 
(01452) 33 45 48. 
Or, for a 

competitive quote 
on your 
household 
or motor insurance, 
Freecall 0800 33 66 22. 


*Not available in conjunction with any other offer. (N.B: This scheme does not apply to members of the clergy who will continue to benefit from other special schemes.) 

t Minimum sums insured apply. 


Exciting new Bonds are worth a view 


For those with £2,000 or more to invest 
and who want good capital growth, an 
income, or a combination of the two then 
two new Bonds are definitely worth a look. 
They’ve been created by Ecclesiastical 
who recently achieved a Triple A rating 
from Standard and Poors for the 
performance of their endowment policies*. 

The new Beaufort Income Choice 
Bond and Beaufort Growth Bond present 
an ideal opportunity for those wishing to 
invest a capital sum on a guaranteed basis, 
whether they are looking for significant 
capital growth over ten years, a regular 
additional income, or both. 

Whichever Bond is chosen you will 
enjoy an interest rate well above 


Ecclesiastical’s average, together with life 
assurance and (dependent on the success 
of the Bond’s performance over your 
investment period) an additional bonus 
lump sum on the contract’s maturity date. 

Take a closer look. 

The aim of the Beaufort Growth Bond is 
to maximise your capital growth. You 
won’t be asked any questions about your 
health and the amount you will have 
returned to you is guaranteed not to be 
less than your original investment. 

The Beaufort Income Choice Bond 
allows you to select the level of income 
you wish to receive. Obviously there is 
a trade off between income and capital 


growth - the higher the income chosen, 
the lower the final lump sum, equally, 
the lower the income taken, the higher 
the final payment. 

All in all, two very flexible new investment 
products that are destined for stardom. If 
you’d like more information about these 
Bonds please call (01452) 33 49 78. 

*Ecclesiastical's 10 year with profit endowment policies 
were ranked in the top quartile for maturity values in a 
listing published in Money Marketing in June 1998. 

For further information or written details contact 
Ecclesiastical Financial Services Division, Beaufort House, 
Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ. A Financial Services 
Consultant may contact you to discuss your requirements 
without obligation. Any advice you may receive will only 
relate to the products sold by Ecclesiastical. Past performance 
is no certain guide to the future. Regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority. 


CHIPS 
wraps up 

paperwork 


A new, leading edge claims 
handling system nicknamed 
CHIPS (Claims Handling 
Image Processing System) 
went ‘live’ earlier in the year 
at Ecclesiastical Insurance. 
With the new system all 
correspondence is immedi- 
ately scanned onto a central 
computer system, it is then 
allocated to one of the 
claims handlers, who have 
instant access to information 
in any file on their computer 
screen. The result is a real 
improvement in the service 
to customers. CHIPS has 
already helped Ecclesiastical 
Insurance win a prestigious 
award, the company was 
runner up in the 1998 
International Information 
Management Congress, 
European Solution of 
the Year competition, held 
in London. 

A serious risk 
avoided. 

CHIPS has put Ecclesiastical’s 
claims handling system at 
the leading edge of technology. 
It is now state of the art. 
“Once papers have been 
scanned onto the system,” 
says Grant Ferguson a 
Claims Section Leader, “they 
can be viewed on screen.” 

He adds, “with the paper 
files, apart from the delay 
and labour involved in finding 


files, the real danger was of a 
serious fire, which meant we 
could potentially have lost all 
current correspondence. Now 
everything is automatically 
backed up on magnetic tape 
and stored off site, so there’s 
no longer any risk.” 

Look no paper! 

In a typical week around 
8,000 items of post are 
scanned. The process begins 
with every sheet being 
scanned at the rate of 50-60 
sheets a minute. Next this 
‘post’ is allocated amongst 
the 60 claims handlers ‘on 
line’. Section Leaders and 
Team Leaders can constantly 
oversee others’ work from 
their own monitors and 
anyone can raise the priority 
of a job from low to high 
at any time. All complaints 
are treated as the highest 
priority, automatically. 

Looking ahead. 

In summary, Grant Ferguson 
had this to say: “Service has 
always been a key issue and 
we are constantly looking for 
ways to improve. Better systems 
mean quicker response to 
enquiries and increased 
customer satisfaction. 

We’ll also be going on the 
internet this year to offer 
customers replacement goods 
delivered to their door.” 



Adam Gittins, Ecclesiastical’s Strategic Planning Manager, who 
received the award on the company’s behalf. 
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Reading and Bracknell Christian 
Training Programme 

>aths of Prayer 

)ctober 21, 28 and 31 
le Retreat Centre at 


the Convent of St 
John Baptist, Hatch 
ane, Clewer, Reading 
f other Ann Verena 
CJGS leads a course 
about ways of pray- 
ing. Fee: £12.50. 

Enabling the 
Eucharist 

fl0am-4pm, Nov 7 
Trinity Church, Lower 
Earley, Reading 
lelping lay people: 
advice on reading 
Scripture, preparing 
and leading 
intercessions, admin- 
istration of Holy 
Communion. With 


Revd Canon John 
Ratings, Vicar of 
Wargrave, and Revd 
Tenniel Evans, priest 
and actor. Fee: £7.50. 
Book by Oct 29. 

Quiet Day 

10am-4pm Nov 20 
St Mary’s Church 
Centre, Twyford 
Led by the Rt Revd 
Dominic Walker OGS, 
Bishop of Reading. 

Fee £5. Bookings by 
Nov 12 if possible. 

Full details of these 
and other courses 
from Judi Shepherd, 
Berkshire Parish 
Development Adviser, 
on 0118 926 1451. 



National Farmers Union 


Berks, Bucks and Oxon 
NFU Harvest Festival 

Sunday 11 October, 3pm 
Dorchester Abbey, Dorchester- 
on-Thames 
Followed by tea. 

Details 01865 887800. 



Are you a worn out 
Churchwarden? 

Come to a Bucks 
Churchwarden Day 
24 October at Gerrards 
Cross and 7 November 

at Winslow Youth 
Centre. Details Bucks 
Parish Development 
Office 01296 331090. 


Shaping our Landscapes 

One World Week 18-25 October, 1998 

Your chance to help shape the global landscape and work for justice, peace 
and respect for the earth. Ideas to focus on this year include finding out 
how political, social and economic activity has shaped your local landscape; 
understanding international debt, and celebrating our links with the 
Caribbean. Posters, balloons, leaflets and newsletters available from 
One World Week PO Box 2555, Reading RG1 4XW. Tel: 0118 939 4933. 


% 


European Day of Remembrance for Road Victims 
Sunday 15 November 

Churches are encouraged to remember the victims 
of road accidents on this day. A leaflet is available 
from Roadpeace, PO Box 2579, London NW10 3PW. 
Tel/fax: 0181 964 9353. 


Pioeesan Board of Training and Parish Resources 
CM t courses in October 


Developing Chairmanship Skills 

(£15) on Fri 23 October and 
Memory and Imagination in 
Preaching (£10) on Mon 26 October, 
both at Diocesan Church House, 
from 10am-4pm with the Revd Preb 
Russell Bowman-Eadie, Director of 
Training, diocese of Bath and Wells. 

Developing a Change Mentality 
Thu 29 October 
Diocesan Church House 
10am-4pm 


National Officer for Evangelism and 
Cliff Hayward, development consul- 
tant Upside Down Trust. Cost £15. 

Prayer as Poetry: The Spirituality 
of St John of Damascus 

Sat 31 October 10.30am-4pm 
At 2 Canterbury Rd, Oxford 
Leader: Andrew Louth, Professor of 
Patristics and Byzantine Studies in 
the University of Durham. Cost £7. 
To book and for full details of 
these and other courses contact 



Newbury Area Christian Training 

New Lectionary: St Matthew’s Gospel 

Saturday 10 October 

Parish Room, St John’s, Newbury 

9am-lpm. 

Four-part course on Listening Skills: 

October 29, November 5, 19 and 26. 

St Mary’s Room, Kintbury, 7.45-9.45pm. 
Application forms from Phyllis Newson, 
The Granary, Hatchgate Close, Cold Ash, 
RG18 9NY. Tel: 01635 869572. 


Oxford Diocesan 
Council for the Deaf 
Centenary 
Celebration 

St Ebbe’s Church, Oxford 
1 1 October, 3pm 

Harvest Festival with the 
Deaf Choir and Interpreter 
Preacher: Bishop of Oxford 


| Abingdon Christian Training Scheme 

Coping with Illness: a carer’s response 

Saturday 17 October, lOam-lpm 
St Luke’s Hospital, Oxford 

Led by the St Luke’s Hospital Chaplain, Revd 
Philip Sutton. Details: 01865 736065. 

Communicating the Gospel Today 

With Revd Colin Horseman, 
Diocesan Evangelism Officer. 

Venue: Diocesan Church House. Fee: 
£22/25. Six sessions starting October 
12. Full details on this and other 
courses in Oxfordshire, from the 
Revd Pat Freeth on 01993 868687. 


Interfaith 

Marriage 

November 20, 10.15am-4pm 
Diocesan Church House 

What happens when a Hindu or a 
Jew wants to marry a Christian? 
Listen to Rabbi Jonathan Romain, 
Rabbi of the Maidenhead Reform 
Synagogue, Beverley Hollins, 
Interchurch families field officer, 
and Revd Marcus Braybrooke, co- 
president of the World Congress of 
Faiths and chairman of the 
Diocesan Council for Interfaith 
Concerns. Cost £10. Contact Jeni 
Hobbs on 01865 208252. 


Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme 

Sexuality: Issues for 
Christians 

October 13 & 22, 

7.45-9. 30pm 
Mursley Parish Room 
Led by Mrs Jo Saunders, 
Social Responsibility 
Officer for the Diocese 
Advent to Christmas 
Saturday October 17, 
10am-3pm 
Wing Village Hall 
Led by Jenny Hyson, 
Children’s Adviser, 

Diocese of Oxford 

Full details of these and 
other courses from The 
Cottesloe Christian 
Training Programme, 15 
Weston Road, Great 
Horwood, Bucks MK17 
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Hempton First International 
Conker Championship 

St John’s Church 
October 1 7 at 2pm 

Drawing by Holly Mumford (9) who attends 
Hempton Church and is a member of 
Deddington Brownies. 


Oxford Diocesan Renewal Fellowship 

Turner Hall, North Leigh, Oct 22, I0am-2.30pm 

Speakers: the Revd Richard Salmon, Vicar of Congresbury near 
Bristol, on working with diocesan structures; and the Revd 
Martin Peppiatt, former Vicar of St Stephens, Twickenham, on 
introducing congregations to the gifts of the spirit, particularly 
the gift of prophecy. 




Chiltem Christian Training Programme 


Building Blocks for Faith 

Diocesan core programme, 
units PI, Wl, HI, El, M, begins 
Sat 3 October at Hatters Lane 
School, High Wycombe. 

Units include Growing in 
Prayer: Exploring Christian 
Worship and Patterns of Care. 
Each unit costs £17.50. 


Equipping People for 
Pastoral Care 

Begins 3 October 
Includes People Skills, 
Working with People and 
Parenting and Families. Cost 


General Programme 

Includes Understanding World 
Religions; A Starter in. Greek; 
and Praying Aloud. Cost from 
£2 - £24 each. ' 

On Friday 9 October. Gerard 
Hughes will speak on Is there a 
Spirituality for the 
Millennium? 7.45-9.30pm at St 
Augustine’^ RC Curch, 
Amersham Hill, High < 
Wycombe. Cost £5. 

Full details of all the above 
courses are available in a 
prospectus from the Revd 
Peter Ballantine, Director, 
Chiltern Christian Training 


£12 - £14 per session. Prftmmmc 01404 4747RR 



Thu 29 October 
Diocesan Church House 
10am-4pm 

Leaders: Robert Warren, CoE 
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the University of Durham. Cost £7. 

To book and for full details of 
these and other courses contact 
Jeni Hobbs 01865 208252. 


Training Programme, 15 
Weston Road, Great 
Horwood, Bucks MK17 
0Q.Q. Tel: 01296 713603. 


Drawing by Holly Mumford (9) who attends 
Hempton Church and is a member of 
Deddington Brownies. 


inciuoes reopie skuis, 
Working with People and 
Parenting and Families. Cost 
£12- £14 per session. 


prospectus from the Revd 
Peter Ballantine, Director, 
Chiltern Christian Training 
Programme 01494 474788. 


What’s On is a free service for readers of The DOOR. If you would like your event included on The DoorPost, send details in writing to the address below before October 12 
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Services at 

Christ Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion, 

10am Matins and Sermon, 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist 6pm Evensong. 
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Matins, 735am 
Holy Communion, 6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays or Major Feast Days 5.35pm 
Said Evensong and 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). 


OCTOBER 

Thu 1 THE SPRING Pastels from start to finish. 
£14. To book send SAE to The Administrator, The 
Lodge, Highmoor Hall, Henley-on-Thames RG9 
5DH. Tel: 01491 641167. 

Thu 1 READING Churchpeople’s Luncheon Club 
lpm at St Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. Speaker 
Anthony Green: Jubilee 2000 campaign. £1.50. To 
book contact Philip Wickens 0118 987 2878. 

Fri 2 FARINGDON ‘The Temple Mount in the 
time of Jesus’ a talk by Dr Dan Bahat (Israeli 
archaeologist) at the United Church, Coxwell 
Street 7.30pm. details 01367 240106. 

Fri 2 HIGHMOOR HALL Led quiet day 10am- 
4pm. Cost £14 inc lunch. Also on Oct 15, Nov 3, 
Dec 3, Feb 3. To book write to Paul and Ann 
Persson, Highmoor Hall, Highmoor, Henley-on- 
Thames, RG9 5DH. Tel: 01491 641543. 

Sat 3 DORCHESTER ABBEY Royal School of 
Church Music Annual Choirs’ Festival directed by 
John Scott (St Paul’s Cathedral). Festival 
Evensong 5pm. Preacher: The Revd. Canon Neil 
Heavisides, Precentor of Gloucester Cathedral. 

Sat 3 READING (Southampton Street) Organ 
recital by Philip Aspden, organist at Christchurch 
Reading, 7.30pm. Tickets available at the door. 
Details 0118 9572831. 

Sat 3 HENLEY Circle of prayer for healing 11am - 
4pm at Sacred Heart Hall, Vicarage Road, Henley- 
on-Thames. Details 01491 575270. 

Sat 3 OXFORD Coffee morning and bring and 
buy sale in aid of the Church Mission Society 
10.30am-12pm at St Andrews Church Hall, Linton 
Rd. Details 01865 873184. 

Sun 4 WANTAGE EcumenicaL animal blessing 
service 3pm. St John Vianney Catholic Church, 


Charlton Road, Wantage, tea and dog biscuits 
served afterwards. 

Sun 4 Pet service 4pm at St Francis Church, 
Hollow Way, Cowley. All welcome. 

Sun 4 SUMMERTOWN, Concert by Lower Rhine 
Chamber Orchestra, 7.30pm St Michael’s Church, 
Lonsdale Rd. Tickets £5/£4 01865 559048. 

Mon 5 OXFORD Singers needed to perform 
Christmas music. Rehearsal St Clement’s Family 
Centre on Mondays 7.45pm. Details Martin Cox, 
Music and Worship Foundation, 01865 454078. 
Tue 6 BRACKNELL ‘What they didn’t teach me in 
Sunday school’, seminar by Rob Parsons. The 
Kerith Centre 8-10pm. Tickets 01222 810800. 

Tue 6 HIGHMOOR HALL Developmental course 
for those engaged in the ministry of spiritual 
direction. Course continues on Oct 20; Nov 3 and 
Nov 24. llam-4pm. Cost £88. To book: Andrew 
Walker, 1 The Court, Box Hill, Wilts SN13 8HJ. 

Tue 6 OXFORD United Service of Fellowship 
2.30pm St Matthew’s Church, Marlborough Rd. 
Preacher Revd Steve Hellyer. 

Wed 7 BENSON FLAME day confernece on the 
care of elderly people. 9.30am-3.30pm. Details 
Dorothy Fox 01865 208200. 

Wed 7 and Wed 21 READING Choral Evensong. 
Cathedral-style Prayer Book service 6.15pm. Sung 
by Reading Minster Midweek Choir at the Minster 
Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Wed 7 ARTHUR RANK CENTRE Living 
Churchyard & Cemetary Conference. £10/£20 inc 
lunch. Details David Manning, The Arthur Rank 
Centre, National Agricultural Centre, Stonleigh 
Park, Warwicks, CV8 2LZ. Tel 01203 696969. 

Thu 8 SLOUGH 1998 Alan Christmas Lecture 
with speaker Andrew Britton, formerly director of 
the National Institute of Economic and Social 
Research. Details John Nicholson 01753 770149. 

Fri 9 WHITCHURCH (nr Aylesbury) Concert at St 
John’s Gate Church, Church Lane. Programme 
includes Bach and other Baroque composers. 
Details and tickets (£10), 01296 641449. 

Fri 9 READING Free concert St Mary the Virgin 
12.15pm. Organist Wendy Watson. 

Fri 9 - Sun 11 OXFORD The Carmelite Priory at 
Boars Hill - retreat organised by the Fellowship of 
Contemplative Prayer. Details 01993 868 244. 

Fri 9 - Sun 11 HOCKLIFFE ‘Growing deeper’ with 
Janet Rimmer (£72). For those who have complet- 
ed a basic Myers-Briggs course. Details 01525 
210711. 

Fri 9 - Sun 11 OXFORD The Cherwell Centre. 
Ecology and Culture in Arid Lands. Organised by 
Christians Aware and the Intermediate 
Technology Organisation. Details 0116 270 8831. 


Sat 10 WITNEY MAWTINS ecumenical day con- 
ference on liturgy and worship for clergy and 
musicians. 10am-5pm. Speaker: the Revd Andrew 
Burnham. To book: Hilary Haynes 0118 969 3835. 

Sat 10 GLOUCESTERSHIRE Pilgrim Adventure 
walk: Forest of Dean to Tintern Abbey. Send SAE 
to David deed. Pilgrim Adventure, 120 Bromley 
Heath Rd, Downend, Bristol BS16 6JJ. 

Sat 10 - Sun 11 FENNY STRATFORD Open week- 
end at St Martin’s Church, Aylesbury St with talk 
‘Turbulent priests of St Martin’s’ by Edward Legg; 
flower displays; organ recitals etc Sat 10am-5pm, 
Sun 12-5pm. Details 01908 377416. 

Sat 10 SUNNINGDALE Concert for St Nicholas 
with the Cantorum Choir and Orchestra at Holy 
Trinity Church 7.30pm. Tickets £10, £7.50 and £5 
from Chapmans Ironmongers, Sam Lea 01344 
624513 or Linda Howland 01344 628177. 

Sun 11 WOKINGHAM Annual ecumenical ser : , 
vice of Thanksgiving for Creation and Blessing of 
Animals 3pm at All Saints Church followed by 
refreshments for all. The Bishop of Reading will 
bless each animal and preach. 

Mon 12 WOODSTOCK second in monthly series 
of open lectures: Jesus and Authority. Speaker 
Canon John Fenton, former Principal, Lichfield 
Theological College and St Chad’s, Durham. 8pm 
at St Mary Magdalene’s Church. Details Michael 
Millard 01993 813368. 

Wed 14 COOKHAM DEAN Celebrity organ recital 
by Martin Baker of Westminster Abbey, at St John 
the Baptist’s Church 8pm. Tickets (£7) and details 
01628 529861. 

Thu 15 OXFORD Prayer Book Society Cranmer 


Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
with Hedley Feast 

On BBC Thames Valley every Sunday 
morning from 6-9am. Join Hedley Feast 
to hear the latest church news and 
views from Oxfordshire and Berkshire 


Award competition for young people. First round 
heat St Edward’s School, Woodstock Rd 2.30pm. 
Final in London Dec 2. Details 01494 813045. 

Sat 17 READING Men’s Breakfast 8.30am in the 
Orange Room, Reading University Campus 
(Pepper Lane entrance). Speaker David Langdon, 
Chaplain to Queens Park Ranger FC. Subject: A 
Christian in Football. Double tickets £10 from 
John Ledger 0118 986 1917 (book before Oct 13). 

Sat 17 OXFORD Day School. The Lord’s Prayer 
with Canon John Fenton. Cost £32.25/£25.50. To 


book: The Administrator, University of Oxford 
Department for Continuing Education, 1 
Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA. Tel: 01865 
270380. 

Sat 17 NEWPORT PAGNELL Auction of Promises 
at Lovatt Hall. Tickets £12.50 inc buffet. Details 
Mike Thomas, Milton Keynes Bridgebuiider Trust 
01908 690555 or 679877. 

Sat 17 HEMPTON First International Conker 
Championship. 2pm at St John’s Church. 

Sun 18 - 25 One World Week. Details of events 
in the area PO Box 2555, Reading, RG1 4WX. 
Tel 0118 9394933. 

Sun 18 READING Service of Thanksgiving for the 
healing work of hospitals, 2.30pm in the Abbey 
Reception Area of Battle Hospital. 

Sun 18 MILTON KEYNES St Luke’s Day service 6pm 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone, to celebrate 50 years 
of the NHS. Preacher Rt Revd Mike Hill, Bishop of 
Buckingham. Details Linda Davis, Harmony House 
Christian Healing Centre 01908 233722. 

Sun 18 DORCHESTER Choral Evensong with eight 
local choirs singing music by five composers from 
the Oxford Diocese, Preacher John Crowe. Collection 
to Musicians Benevolent Fund. 6pm at the Abbey. 
Details Tim Sandford 01235 831482. 

Sim 18 MAIDS MORETON St Luke’s Day healing 
event 6pm. Details 01280 813246. 

Mon 19 OXFORD Christian drama: The Game of 
Life 8pm the Jacqueline du Pr6 Building, St 
Hilda’s College. Hosted by New Life Outreach. 
Details Tim Perry 01865 343655. 

Mon 19 COOKHAM Forum on refugees and asy- 
lum-seekers at Holy Trinity Parish Centre 8pm. 
Speakers include Nick Hardwick of the Refugee 
Council; Richard McKee, tribunal councillor with 
the Immigration Advisory 'Service, and Sudanese 
refugee Dinah Kojo. To register: 01628 529661. 

Tue 20 OXFORD Council of Christians and Jews 
meet 8pm at 5 Phoebe Court, Bainton Rd to begin 
study of creation narratives in Genesis. Details 
Elaine Kaye 01865 553917. 

Tue 20 THAME To mark formation of Thames 
Valley Branch of Elgar Society, free concert at St 
Mary’s Church 7.45pm followed by refreshments 
at Thame Barns Centre. Details 01296 651060. 
Thu 22 OXFORD Autumn lecture: African 
Spirituality. Speakers Dr Elizabeth Amoah, 
University of Ghana, and Dr James Cox, 
Westminster College. 5pm at International 
Interfaith Centre, Council Room, Mansfield 
College. Details 01865 202745. 

Fri 23 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley nr Henley) 
Healing Service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 


Fri 23 FINCHAMPSTEAD Fellowship and prepa- 
ration day for Women’s World Day of Prayer at St 
James Church Centre.Cost £2.50. Limited places. 
To register: Betty Schofield 0118 9760521. 

Sat 24 MILTON KEYNES One World week craft 
fair. Traidcraft, Tearcraft, Oxfam fair trade, 
Symbios and Care Albania will all be present. At 
the Guildhall, Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
10.30 - 5.00pm. Details 01908 567436. 

Sat 24 - Sun 25 OWLSMOOR Flower festival (with 
classic cars, lunches etc) St George’s Church 10.30 
- 5.00pm (Sat) followed by a quiz evening 7.30pm, 
12.00 - 5.00pm (Sun) with Songs of Praise 6pm. 
Details and tickets for quiz evening 01344 780110. 


What’s On is a free service for our 
readers. We try to fit in as many 
requests as possible but cannot guar- 
antee that your entry will be included. 


Tue 27 OXFORD Open lecture: Aboriginal faith, 
ecology and learning, with Professor Reg Wickett, 
University of Saskatchewan. 5pm in Room C2, 
Westminster College. Details 01865 247644. 

Thu 29 BLENHEIM PALACE annual evening lec- 
ture for the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust 
by Dr Nicholas Gendel. Details Richard 
Lethbridge 01993 824196. 

Thu 29 OWLSMOOR Festival Eucharist at St 
George’s Church, celebrating the fifth anniver- 
sary of church’s consecration and the institution 
and induction of Revd Rosalind Parrett. 8pm. 
Bishop Dominic will preside and preach. 

Sat 31 OXFORD ‘Five steps to sharing your faith 
today’ led by Revd Tim Perry (Director of New Life 
Outreach). 10. 00-4 .00pm St Matthew’s Church, 
Oxford. Details 01865 343655 
Sat 31 HOOK NORTON Christmas Craft Fair 
10am-5pm St Peter’s Church. 01608 737900. 

NOVEMBER 

Mon 2 CHALFONT ST GILES Service of 
Thanksgiving and Remembrance 8pm. Contact 
Revd Peter Poole (01494 872097). 

Fri 6 - Sat 7 HIGH WYCOMBE What’s Blocking 
Faith. Symposium for church leaders. With 
Bishop Richard, Dr Elaine Storkey, Revd Dr Chris 
Sugden and Revd Dr Mike Moynagh. Details 01993 
776625. 

NOTICES 

Hymns Ancient and Modern, revised: 75 copies 
available free. Also 90 copies of paperback Come 
and Praise. Details Alan Peebles 01608 676 394. 
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A Question of Caring Services 

24 HOUR HELP! FRIENDS OF THE ELDERLY 


THE Forestcare 
Control Centre was 
initially set up by 
Bracknell Forest 
Borough Council in 
September 1991 to 
provide a Community 
Alarm Service for 
residents of the 
borough, and by 
invitation, to 

surrounding areas. 
The number of clients 
has been growing 
steadily ever since 
and now numbers 
over 3,300 

connections. 

Regardless of age, 
disability or infirmity, 
many people prefer to 
retain the comfort and 
independence of their 
own home and a 
Lifeline telephone, with 
remote control trigger, 
linked to the Forestcare 
Control Centre, can 
provide the support 
and peace of mind to 
enable that 

independence to be 
maintained safely. 

Forestcare staff visit 
clients by appointment 
in their own home to 


demonstrate the 
equipment and discuss 
the benefits of the 
system. 

A modern plug-in 
phone socket, with a 
conveniently placed 13 
amp electric socket 
within one metre, are 
the only requirements 
for the equipment to 
operate. 

On installation details 
of friends, neighbours 
and family who would 
be available to attend 
in case of an 
emergency are 

collected and entered 
onto the Control Centre 
system in order that the 
operator will always 
have these details 
instantly available if an 
alarm call is received. 

Maintaining the high 
quality, personal 
service, clients are 
then revisited on a 
regular basis to check 
the equipment and 
review the details held. 

The Control Centre 
is, of course, manned 


24 hours a day, 365 
days of the year, by 
fully trained operators 
who offer a high quality 
service of which 
Forestcare can be 
justifiably proud! 

Though traditionally a 
service associated with 
the elderly, Forestcare 
make no restrictions, 
and for a modest 
weekly charge 

Forestcare can provide 
the service across 
most of East Berkshire 
to anyone who feels it 
would improve their 
quality of life. 

If you, or someone 
you know, might be 
interested in this 
service, why not ring 
now for a leaflet or a 
chat. There's nothing to 
lose, and much to be 
gained! 

Don't forget the 
Forestcare Operator is 
there 24 hours a day so 
no need to delay. 

Contact Forestcare 
on 01344 355322. 


MEETING THE NEED 
IN MOULSFORD. 

These are times of 
unsettling changes; in the 
expectations of the 
elderly, in government 
policy and in the growing 
population of those in 
retirement. 

Increased longevity has 
meant great pressure on 
resources, for individuals, 
for families, for the 
government and, indeed, 
for Friends of the 
Elderly as an organisation 
providing for older 
people. 

Increased longevity has 
also meant an increase in 
those suffering from 


dementia at a time when 
the old hospital wards are 
closing. 

One in five of us living 
beyond the age of 85 years 
is expected to suffer from 
some form of 
degenerative brain disease 
such as Alzheimer's. As a 
care provider it is vital to 
meet the current needs. 

Recent changes in social 
provision and funding 
mean that more older 
people remain in the 
community. 

Friends of the Elderly is 
strongly committed to this 
principle where people 
genuinely choose to 
remain at home and are 


able to manage 
independently. 

To make prolonged 
independence a real 
option the highest quality 
residential, nursing, 
dementia and terminal 
care must be available, 
when someone is no 
longer able to cope alone. 

Friends of the Elderly 
sets out to provide this at 
The Old Vicarage, 
Moulsford, which is due 
to reopen in October 
1998. 

The Friends initiated a 
Capital Appeal to raise the 
£1 million shortfall 
needed for the 
redevelopment of The 


Old Vicarage. The Friends wish to 

By August 1998 over thank al1 those who are 
half the total had been helping to make this 
raised, vision a realit y« 
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T, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 


ADVICE BY 
COMMISSION OR 
FEES AVAILABLE 

67 BUCKINGHAM STREET, AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 


E-mail: iredale0technocom.com 



FRIENDS 

ELDERLY 

The Old Vicarage, 
Moulsford 

The Friends are committed to enhancing the quality 
of life of older people through the provision of a 
range of high quality car services giving comfort, 
companionship and serenity in a special environment. 

If you would like to know more about The Old Vicarage, please 
contact Gwladys Barnfield, Director of Care at 40-42 Ebury 
Street, London SW1 W OLZ. 

Telephone No. 0171 730 8263 Fax No 0171 259 0154 who will 
be pleased to help. 

Registered Charity Number 226064. 


M 

St. Columba's Fellowship 

3E 


REGIONAL EVENT 


t 

’’Are you hearing me?” 

AN 

EXPLORATION 
OF THE 

MANY ASPECTS 
OF 

LISTENING 

to be held at Dorothy House, 
Winsley 
10am - 3.30pm 

Cost: £6.00 inc. Ploughman's Lunch 

j 


Further details from: 

Mrs Elizabeth Wordsworth 
St Columba's Fellowship Officer 
Dorothy House 
Winsley 

Nr Bradford-on- Avon 
Wiltshire 

Tel: 01225 722988 Fax: 01225 722907 
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HOUSE & PET SITTING 

Mature, experienced sitters care for your 
home and pets while you are away. 


40+ SITTERS REQUIRED 


01295 660478 * 01327 260012 


FORESTCARE 

COMMUNITY ALARM SERVICE 

Are you elderly, disabled, or vulnerable? 
Want to live as independently as possible 
in your own home ? 

Then And out more about our 
community alarm service! 

• Round the clock response via a special 
telephone unit 

• helpful operators, trained to handle any 
emergency 

• peace of mind for yourself, and for friends and 

family , 

• We cover most of East Berkshire 

For more information ring us on 

01344 355322 

Forestcare - a section of the 
Social Services & Housing 
Department, Bracknell Forest 
Borough Council - providing 
caring services to the community 
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UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 
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For a helping hand 

\ 01494 678503 

'Chester House. 9 Windsor End 
Beoconsfitld. Buds HP9 2IJ 


To investigate further, contact Dave Taylor at:: 
Interserve, ww98 , 325 Kennington Road, London SE11 4QH 

Tel: 0171 735 8227 

isewi9isewi.globalnet.co.uk www.interserve.org/ew 



you DOIN G ? 


Thinking of Christian service . 
overseas but not sure If it’s for you? 

Are you skilled or enthusiastic? 

(either will do!) 

Want to share your faith In 9 

cross-cultural environment? 

On Track can help- 

A short-term p ro gram me for school leavers, 
graduates and professionals. 

On Track has openings for Christians Jo work 

in Asia and the Middle East. 

Life, but not as you know it. 


INTERSERVE 
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